Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



,> Google 




Soo-s,, ^ I'S^: 




,> Google 



i„..<io>Gooj^[c 



,> Google 



■ jmT^ 






UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 



LIFE 



ANDREW JACKSON, 

PJIESIDENT 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 



ABBIDGED AND COHFILBD 

By WILUAM COBBETT, M.P.fobOldhah, 



1834. 




L.a..;-;iJvCoOJ^IC 



EXPLANATION OF THE FRONTiSPIECE. 



(abOVB the PORTSAIT.) 

Part of the City of New OrUam. lojiA thejlag of the United 
States vpon the citadel ; nrrowided by a rampart of 
coiton-baga, viilh the Tennasee miHtia-men and the 
other patriot defenders firing fiom behind the cotton- 
bags upon the British, mho are falling in all quarters 
and escaping to the sea, vthereon tome are already in 
boat), rowing off to the fleet, which ir setting sail for 
Old England. 

N- B. The figure in the fbregrcnmd, of a man, 
heels upwards and dying-horse under him, represents 
Packenkam. the catlimandif and brother-in-law of 
WelHagton. 



(UKOBR Tl» PORTS AIT.) 

Me, an Indian Chief, hanging to a gibbet, hie tomahawk, 
scalping knife and horn, on the ground. On the other 
side, a Jew, xuxpended in like manner, and a bank-note 
of five dollars lying in Uie same manner as the mur- 
derous, bat lest destructive instrument of the savage. 
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DEDICATION 



WORKING PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 



Mr FaiBKDS, 

Ever since I became acquainted with the 
nature and extent of the ill-treatmeot of the 
people of Ireland. I have availed myself of 
every opportunity to endeavour to show, that 
I held their persecutors in abhorrence. I 
now dedicate to you a history of the life of the 
bravest and greatest man now living in this 
world, or that ever has lived in this world, as 
far as my knowledge extends. It has given me 
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pleasure, which I cannot describe, to find that 
this famous man sprang from poor emigrant 
Irish parents ; and that he was born in the 
United States of America two years after the 
landing of his parents. You will read, with 
uncommon interest, the clear proof of his having 
been urged on to perform the wonderful acts of 
his life, by his recollection of the ill-treatment 
of his parents in their native land. For more 
than two hundred years, the laborious Irish 
people were scourged, because, and only be- 
cause, they would not apostatize from the reli- 
gion of their fathers; and, even unto this day, 
every effort is made to keep them down, and 
to represent them as an inferior race of men. 
It is, therefore, in the name of truth and of 
justice, that I send this book forth amongst the 
people of this whole kingdom, to prove to them, 
that this ill-treated Ireland, this trampled-upon 
Ireland, has produced the greatest soldier and 
the greatest statesman, whose name has ever 
yet appeared upon the records of valour and of 
wisdom. According to all the laws of all na- 
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tions, a man, though born in a foreign country, 
if bom of parents natives of another country, is 
a native of the country to which the parents 
belong. Thus this famous man is an Irishman; 
and, I beseech you to look at his deeds, and to 
applaud that just Providence, which has made 
him an instrument, though in a manner so 
indirect, of assisting to avenge the manifold 
wrongs of ill-treated Ireland. 
I am. 
Your faithful friend 

and most obedient servant, 

Wm. cobbett. 

Boll Ctmrt, 27(6 March, 1834. 
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PREFACE. 



AMONoaT. all the duties of men who meddle with 
public affaira, and who have any portion of the press at 
their command, no one is more obligatory upon them 
than that of endeavouring, by all the means that they 
have in their power, to do justice to the character and 
conduct of those, who, during their own time especially, 
have rendered eminent services in the cause of public' 
justice and public liberty; and, amongst all the men 
wh(f have distinguished themselves in this way, in thf 
present age, I know of no one who can challenge any 
thing like an equality with him, whose life and actions 
are the subject of the following pages. 

There may have been men placed in situations AS 
difficult and as dangerous as those in which he has 
been placed. There may have been men who have' 
shown coinage, fortitude, perseverance, and resoIutSon, 
equal to those shown by him. This may be ; but, at' 
the end of pretty nearly seventy years of observing, <rf 



Iiearing, and of reading, _I declare moBt explicitly, I 
have never seen, never heard of^ and never read of, any 
man equal to the President in these prime and admi- 
rable qualities. These pages trace him from the spade 
and the plough to the njusket carried against invaders, 
aiming at the destruction of the libertira of his country ; 
^m the musltet they take him back to his books ; then 
take him to the bar; then place him on the bench ;^ 
then send him to the senate ; afterwards lead us to see 
him on his farm, whence, when another invasion of hift 
country took place, they show him quitting his beloved: 
fields, again rushing to meet hostile foes ; and, having 
delivered his country of those foes, we are led with him 
back agtun to his tana, whence he is again called to 
take upon him the chief magistracy of a great and" 
opulent and a free country, and that, too, by the una- 
nimous voice of millions of &ee men. 

Thus honoured; thus confided in; thus placed in 
a more honourable situation than any other man upon . 
the foce of the earth, we see him acting a part worthy 
of his high station. The angry, the bitter, the impla- 
cable, the heretofore-deemed-all-powerful British go- 
vernment, he had repulsed; he had humbled: the* 
savage tribes, the cannibal foes of his country, he 
had scourged with rods of scorpions ; if he had not 
tamed them into humanity, he had made fear sheathe 
tjieic hatchets and their scalping knives : but, in his. 
capacity of chief magistrate ; in his capacity or chief 
guardian of the civil and political rights, and of the 
property and lives of his countrymen, he had to deal, 
with a monster more formidable, and more destructive 



■to tbe people, than either the British or the savages : a 
.moDBter perfectly uisal^able ; hypocritical as the cro- 
codile ; delusive as the syreo } and deadly, as the rattle- 
-snake itself. The monster of paper money he has now 
to encounter. This is his .last great labour : if this 
monster fall beneath him, no pen, no tongue, no vehicle 
of praise can ever.render justice to his name. Some 
poet has said, Uiat the grandest Bpectacle that the human 
mind can conceive is,. *' a great man straggling with 
the storms of fate." It is a greater still to see a great 
man struggling ; to see the greatest of men now alive, 
8tru|^ling with the most cruel and destructive monster 
that ever the Almighty, in bis just displeasure, per- 
mitted to be the scourge of offending nations. 

It is with no small delight that I see, in the following 
pages, proofs undeniable of the superiority of nature 
over art, of genius over rank and over riches : it is 
iidth pride, and with just pride, I trust, that I behold 
all that is great in the character of man, springing out 
of the humble homestead ; but it is with still greater, 
and with iaexpreseible delight, that I see it spring from 
poor IRISH EMIGRANT PARENTS, driven from 
their native land by its inexorable oppressors. Ah ! 
God is just, in spite of our ungrateful impatience. No 
man living ever did so much to humble England as 
Andbbw Jackson ; and these pt^es will show us how 
his zeal was sharpened, how his anger was pointed, by 
the lessons taught him by his ill-treated parents, and 
by the cruelty and insolence which he had to endure 
from the same source. Arrogance and injustice, when 
associated with power, never .listen to reason or remon- 
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straoce us long as the power lasts. If they were 
.capable of listening, t vonld Kd Ae (pressors of tlte 
poor people of Ireland to read these pages ; an^ to 
remember that the comitry which produced Andrew 
Jackson, still retains the fiicultyof ^vinglife^toother 
such men. 

Wm. coBBsnr. 

<oIt Oovrt, ZoitrfMH 29lkMartA, U84. 

N. B. Tha Tmile ^ CmUMi aad DtlMr nferaiMm «ill be ftood at 
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ANDREW JACKSON. 



FAOH ITsr TO 1813. 

ItST, H» lirth md parentage. — 1781. Snttn the American rmolulionarjr 
aray. — Crutlly afa BritiJi officer.— Death o/'hii brother and nelhtr. — 
Ha lufcritigi.— 1784. Sludiei the laa in North Ciratina.— CsirtJiiM* 
Mmn7(17BB.— iras. SritlwinTMOcwMatatarriittr.— l>utJflfiiJdW 
MMrV'HjfgfcUnglfc* Inriioiu.— lT9fi. Owmo vmontar tf tki Tr<m4tm 
Camtmim.~Utmeia mamirr a) Cmgreu.— 17^7 . Cluaen a Senator af 
tke Cai^nu.^1798. Made m^or-general of Tenneuee.^Rfsigns hia leot 
tn th£ienate.~'lT99. A-pftinled a judge cf'the lujireme cimrt.— 5«n r<> 
eigni Biid relirtt to kii farm, uhere he remaint till tha bnaldng tnit *f Hm' 
war, tn 181 St Mvwnt lA> UnitaiauimsndOreatBntmn. 

1. ANDBsn Jackson wa^ bora oa ihe 15th day of Morcti, 
1767. His father (Andrew), the youngest sod of his family, 
omignled to America from Irelaiid duriag the year 1765, 
hnmgiag with him two sons, Hugh and Robert, both Tory ' 
jwing. Landing at CiiBrleiton, in South Carolina, he «hort^ 
aAarwanift purchawd a tract of laod, ia what was then cailed 
the WaxKaw settlement, about forty-five miles above Camden ; 
at which place the subject of this history was bom. Shortly 
after his birth, his father died, leaving three sods to be provided 
for by thsir mother, ^le appears to have been an exempIarT. 
wOBtao, and to have executed the arduous duties vhich had' 
devolved on ber, with great faithfulness aod with much succen. 
"fo the letsooB she iaculc&ted oa the youthful minds of her 
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BonB, vas, no doubt, owin^, id a great measure, that fixed oppo- 
sition to British tyranny and oppression, ifhich afterwards S9< 
much distinguished them. Often would she spend the winter's 
evening in recounting' to them the sufferings of their grand- 
father at the siege of Camckfergus, and the oppressions exer- 
cised by the nobiUty of Ireland, over, the labouring poor ; 
impressing it upon them, as a first duty, to expend their livesi. 
if it should become necessary, in defending and supporting the 
nataral rights of man. 

2. Inheriting but a small patrimony from their father, it was 
impossible that all the sons could receive an expensive education. 
The two eldest were therefore only taught the rudiments of their 
mother tongue, at a common country school. But Andrew,, 
being' intended by his mother for the ministry, was sent to a 
flourishing academy at the Waxsaw meeting-house, superintended' 
by Mr. Humphries. Here he wa& placed on the study of the 
dead languages, and continued until the revolutionary war, 
extending its ravages into that section of South Carolina where 
he then was, rendered it necessary that every one should betake 
himself to the American standard, seek protection with the 
enemy, or flee his country. It wu not an alternative that 
admitted of a tedious deliberation. The natural ardour of hia 
temper, deriving encouragement from the recommendations of 
his mother, whose feelings were not less alive on the occasion 
than hit own; and excited by those sentiments in favour of 
liberty, with which, by her conversation, his mind had been 
early endued, quickly determined him in the course to be pur- 
sued; and at Oie tender age of fourteen, accompanied by his< 
brother Robert, ho hastened to the American camp, and engaged' 
actively in the service of his country. His oldest brother, who- 
had previously joined the army, bad lost his life at the battle of 
Stono, from the excessive heat of the weather, and the fatigues 
of the day. 

3. Botii Andrew and Robert were, at this period, pretty 
well acquainted with the manual exercise, and had some idea 
of the different evolutions of the field, having been indulged by 
their mother in attending the drill and g«neral musters of the- 
neighbourhood. 

4. The Americans being unequal, as well from the inferiority- 
of their numbers as their dicipline, to engage the British army 
in battle, had retired before it ^nto the interior of North Caro- 
lina : hut when they learned that Lord Comwallis had crossed 
the Yadkin, they returned in small detachments to their native 
State. On their arrivid they found Lord Rawdon in poese»ioa 
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ofCamden, and the whole country aronnd ia a at&te of desolation. 
The British coinmaDder beings advised of the return of the 
settlers of Waxsaw, Major C^n «as immediately dispatdied 
thither, with a corps of light drugoons, a company of iDfantry. 
and a considerable ntimber of tones, for their capture and de- ' 
struction. Hearingof their approach, the settlers, without delay, 
appeinted the Waxssw meeting-house as a place of rendezvous, 
tiiat they might the better collect their scattered strength, -and 
concert some system of operaiions. About forty of them had 
accordin^y assembled at this point, when the enemy approached, 
keepii^ the torie«, who were dressed in the common garb of the 
country, in front, whereby this little bond of patriots was com- 
pletely deceived, haviog taken them for Captain Nisbet's com- 
pany, in expectation of which they had been waiting. Eleven 
of them were taken prisoners ; the rest with difficulty fled, 
scattering and betaking themselves to the woods for conceal- 
ment. Of those who thn* escaped, though closely pursued, 
were Andrew Jackson and his brother, who entering a secret 
bend in a creek, thatwaa close at hand, obtained a momentary 
respite from danger, and avoided, for the night, the pursuit ot 
the enemy. The next day, however, having gone to a neigh- 
bouring house, for the purpose of procuring something to eat, 
they were broken in upon, and made prisoners, by Coffin's 
dragoons, and a party of torieawho accompanied them. Those 
young men, with a view to security, had placed their horses in 
the wood, on the margin of a small creek, and posted, on the 
road which led by the house, a sentinel, that they might have 
information of any approach, and in time to be able to elude it. 
But the tones, who were well acquainted with the country and 
the pames through the forest, hod nnfortnniOely passed the 
creek at the very point where the horses and baggage of ottr 
young soldiers were deposited, and taken possession of them. 
Having done this, they approached cautiously the house, and 
were ^most at the doorb^re they were discovered. To escape 
was impossible, and both were made prisoners. Being placed 
under guard, Andrew was ordered, in a very imperious tone, by 
a British officer, to clean his hoots, which had become muddied 
in crossing the creek. This order he positively and peremp- 
torily refused to obey ; all^'ng that he looked for snch treat- 
iuent as a prisoner of war had a right to expect. Incensed at 
bis refiisal, the officer aimed a blow at his head with a drawn 
■word, which would very probably have terminated his existence 
had he not parried its effect) hy throwing up his left hand, on 
wliich he received a severe vonad, the mark of whidi he bean 
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^ iba biHK. Hie brcther. at tiiB eaue time, for a aituiu 
«ffence, received & deep cat on the head, wbich subtequeiUljr 
occAsioasd bis deatb. Tbey were both now takea to jail, where,, 
■panted and confiaad, thej wece tuated with uaiLed severitj^ 
luitil a few days aAer the battle before Caioden, when, in coo- 
Mquanee ofa partial exchange, efiected l^tbeintercessionBand 
esertionaof their notber,aiid Captain Walker., of the militia, 
tb^ were both relea«ed front con£iieKeuL Captain Walker 
had, in a charge on ths rear of the British army, succeeded ia. 
ittaking' thirteen pritaners, whom be gave in exdiange for savea 
Anaricans, of which nnmber were these two young men. Ko- 
bart,, (bring his canfinameat in pnson, bad suffered greatly; 
the wound on his bead, all thisUine, having never been dresaed, 
was followed by an infiammaUon of the brain, which, in a few 
days aflar hi* liberation, brought bim Co the grave- To add to 
tke aflictioBs of Andrew, his mother, worn down by gf ief, and 
ber incessant e<vr.tions to {H-ovide clothing and other comforts 
£ar the sufiering prisooei«, who, had been taken Irou her neigh- 
bourhood, expired ia a few weeks aAer her son, near the lines 
of the enemy, in the vjcinii}' of Charleston. Andrew, the la^t 
and only surviving child, confined to a bed of sickness, occa^ 
sinned by the au&ringH he had been compelled to undergo 
whilst a prisoner, and by. getting wet, on his return from capi- 
tivity, was thus left in tba wide world, witliout a human being, 
with whom he could claim a near relationship. The amall-poxr 
abaut the sajaa time, having made its ^tpearanca upon him, had 
well iu|^ terminated his sorrows and his existence. 

5. Haying at length recovei;fd fEom his complicated afflic' 
tioQS, be entered upon the aiyoyment of his estate, which, 
although small, would have been sufficient, under prudent ma- 
aageneDt, Co have compleUd his education, on tiie liberal scale 
which his mother had desi^ied. Unfortunately, however, he, 
like too many young men, sacrificing &tura prospects to present 
gratification, aapendad it with rather too piofute a hand. 
Coming, Bt length,, to foresee that he shoukl be Snally obliged 
tO' rely on his own esertioDs for itqjport and success in life^ he 
agaw betook tnraself to his studiaa with iacreasad industry. 
fie ra-coramenced under Mr. M'CuUocb, in that part of Caro- 
lina which waa then called the New Aoquisition, if ear Hill's irott 
works. Hare he studied the languages, davotiog a portion of 
. his time to a desultory course of studies. 
. 6. His eduoation being now oom^Med, so ^ as his wasted 
patriinoay, and the limited opportuaitias than afforded ia that 
paction (rf the country, woukl pennit, at the age of eightaeu, he 



ttmad Us ■U e u t i w) tdi antairiBf » ftniemort, asd pM^rio^ 
iHBMtf Id enUr on tto buqr bcrim of life. Tba pulpit, fat 
irtiek he had faeen dettgnad by bit mother, ww now abandoBMl 
ftr tke )Ur; and, in tliewiMer<tf 1784, he r^aired toSidisbuiT'. 
ix Nsrtk Carc^hia, and oaBnwactd dn itiidy of law, avdor 
i^imee BI'Giij, E«|. (aAecwBrds one of die jud^ of Uiat Btaie), 
«wl Uidneqaeatly^ owtimed it under Ctrioiwl John StokM, 
Hkvw^ reauiDad at S1MW17- uMil tW winter of 1786, he ab- 
taiiMd a Ueease fron the jiidg«a to pracdse law, and continued 
in tlteatataaBtiLtbei^tfiDg>of 1788. 

7. The obterVMiooa he was enabled, during this tino, to 
wiiilir, MliiSed him that tU« state prcMnted few kidueeaaeiiti bi 
a j9Bag attocney ; and reoollectiag' that he stood a solitaiy iodi' 
vidiial in life, without relations to aid him in the onsat, when 
innumembie di&nilties ariM and reanl luccesa, he determined 
to leek a new coontry. But for tiiia, he might have again 
returned to his natine state; tbe death, however, of ever; rela- 
tios he had, had wiped KWVf all dmee endearing recoHectiona 
and drcttnutances which warp the tnind to the place of ita naai- 
vhy. Tbe western p«ntt of the atale nf TenneMse were, about 
this lime, often spoLen 9C, as preseatin^ iatterin^ p«o>< 
pects to adnrentumni. He imtnadiately detenHtaed to accun- 
pinjr iadge M'Nairy thither, who had been appointed, and w«a 
goiitg oat to bold tlie first niprems court that had ever sat ia 
tbe^ stala. Having: readhed the Holstnn, they asoertained it 
wOuU be imposiibie to arrimi at ther time appointad for the laa- 
•ton gf the eourt ; and therefore determinad to remain in that 
aectioa of countiy nntil &U. They n-commeaeed their jonroaji 
in October, and, passing throo^ an extewnve 
CDKDtry, reached NaehviUe in the same nonth. 
been Jackson's intention, certamly, to m; ~ 
^laee of his Aitnre reitdmHie ; bisviiit wa« mereiy experinenlal, 
Had kia Btay Mnained to be dMcrmined by tbe advanteg^aa thai 
laiKlit be disalmed : but findinff, aooa after Wa arrival, that a 
MmderaUa opening was nfered for the laoeeBs of a yauagt 
Mtaraciy, he dMeranined to' iwiKun. To one of raftied faeiingt^ 
tha pra^eet before him- was, cartaioly, not of aa encaiwagiag 
Bit. As ia a&- newly-tattled caantries mnet be the case, sanabgr 
was loMely formed, and waited by hat &w of those tie* whkb 
baTCra-teadaaey to ai^orce the performance of meml duty and 
Ibe right asecution trfjastice. The yean^ nMs itf tbe placa,. 
adnMuran fnm diienBt sections of the coontry, had becoaw 
iadsUed to tbe ate w h a nts : there was but oae lawyer in tli» 
CMUitijV M>d thery had an coUrived aa to retaiN him in thaii 
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buuoess ; the consequence wtu, tint tke mercbanti were en- 
tirel7 deprived of the menni of enforcing against those gentle- 
futa the execution of their contracts. In this state of thingt, 
Jackson made his appearance st N»hTi11e, and while the credi- 
tor class looked to it with great ntisfaction, the debtors weco 
sorely displeased. Applications were immediately made to him 
for his professional services, and on the morning' after his arri- 
val he issued seventy writs. To those {H'odigal gentlemen it waa 
an alarming circumstance ; their former security was impaired ; 
but that it might not wholly depart, they determined to force 
liim, in some way or odier, to leave the country; and to effect 
this, broils and quarrels with him were to be resorted to. Thi^ 
however, was soon abandoned ; satisfied, by the first controversy 
in which they had involved him, that his decision and firmness 
were such as to leave no hope of effecting any thing througli thia 
channel. Disregarding the opposition raised 1o him, he con- 
tinued, with care and industry, to press fcKward in his profes- 
sional course ; and bis attention soon brought him forward, aiid 
introduced him to a profitable practice. Shortly afterwards,' he 
was appointed attorney general for the district, in which capacity 
he continued to act for several years. 

8. Indian depredations being then frequent on the Cumber- 
land, every man, of necessity, became a soldier. Unassisted 1^ 
lie Government, the settlers were forced to rely for security on 
their own bravery and eierdoUs. Although young, no person 
was more distinguished than Andrew Jackson in defendiug the 
Gonntry against these predatory inaorsions of the savages, who 
continudly harassed the frontiers, and not nofrequently ap- 
proached the heart of the settlements, which were thin, but not 
widely extended. He aided alike in garrisoning the forts, and 
in pursuing and chastising the enemy. 

9. In the year 1796, having, by his patriotism, firmness, and 
talents, secured to himself a distinguished standing with all 
classes, he was chosen one of the members of the convention, 
for establishing a constitution for the state. His good conduct- 
and zeal for the public interest, and the republican fieelings and 
sentiments which were conspicuously disclosed in the formation 
and arrangement of this instrument, brought him more promi- 
nently to view ; and, without proposing or soliciting, he was, 
in the same year, elected a member of the house of represen- 
tatives, in congress, for the state of Tennessee. The following 
year, his reputation continuing to increase, and every bosom 
fteling a wish to raise bim to still higher bonoors, he was chosea 
a senator of the United St^es coi^reiB, and took his s¥«t on 
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the 22>id day of Norember, 1797. About the middle of April, 
bntineBB of ao important and private natnre impoaed od bim tbe 
necessity of asking leave of absence, and returning borne. 
Leave was granted, and, before tbe next EesBion, be resigned bis 
seat. He was but a little more tban thiity years of age ; and 
hence scarcely eligible by the constitution at tbe time, he was 
elected. The sedition law. about which so much concern and 
feelii^ have been manifested through the country, was iatrodnced 
into the senate, by Mr. Uoyd, of Maryland, in June 1798, and 
passed that body on the 4th of July follonring ; hence the nauM 
of Jackson, owing to the leave of absence which had been 
granted him in April, does not appear on the journals. On the 
alien law, however, and the effbrt to repeal the stamp act, he 
was present, resting in tbe minority, and on the side of the 
republican principles of the country. 

10. The state of Tennessee, on its admission into the Union, 
comprising but one military division, and General Conway, who 
commanded it, as major-general, dying about this time, Jack- 
son, without being consulted on the subject, and withont the 
least intimation of what was in agitation, was, as the cougtitu- 
tion of the state directs, chosen by the field officers to succeed 
him ; which appointment be continued to hold until May, 1814, 
when he was constituted a major-general in the United Statea' 
service. 

11. Becoming tired of political life, for the intrigues of which 
he declared himself unqudified, and having for two yean voted 
in the minority in congress, he resigned, after the first seBsioD, 
his seat in the senate. To this measure be was strongly induced, 
from a desire to make way for General Smith, who, he con- 
jectured, would in that capacity be able to render more im- 
portant services to the government than himself. His country, 
unwilling that his talents should remain inactive and unem- 
ployed, again demanded his services. Immediately after hi* 
resignation, he was appointed one of the judges of the supreme 
court of the state: Sensibly alive to the diScnlt dudes of thii 
station, distrusting his legal acquirements, and impressed with 
the great injury he might produce to suitors, by erroneous deci- 
sions, he advanced to the office with reluctance, and in a diort 
time resigned, leaving it open for those, who, he believed, were 
better qualified than himself, to discharge its intricate and im> 
portant duties. Unambitious of these distinctions and honours 
which young men are usually proud to possess ; finding too 
diat bis circumstances and condition in lifis were not such as to 
permit his time and attention to be devoted to public nutters, be 
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detccmined to jiald tbein ioto o^n' boadf, and le denntohui* 
Mif to Bgricukurtd purauite ; and accordingly sattled htmeelf oh 
an excellent (ttm, tm miles ffom Nashville, os ttie Guqtbw^il 
mar; vrtMTB, for several yaara, be enjoyed all the comfoFU. of 
domestic and social iDtercourM, Abstracted &om tbe buay 
ficcnaa of public life, pleased with retirement,, sturauuded bf 
frianda whom he loved, and who entsrlained for him the higheat 
veneration and respect, and biassed wilh an amiabie and oba> 
dient w^s, Qotbing' seemed wanting do the completion of jthst 
JM^Haness which ha so auuously desired whilst in office. 



CHAPTER U. 

■pROM THE BEGHSNING DF 1BI9, TO THE MONTH OF MA* 
OF THAT TEAR, 
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■ &e liaUhtiitoinieiiily to diftnd that part oj' Oil cmmtty from kmadtrt. 
— Tilt danger eij invaiioa appeoTi to bt rrmavtd. — Is irrdertd to gkeup 
hit ttirra (o lh» Tegular omiii slallontd thtrt. — Re/ium lo .swiipiii inith tht 

■ ardfr. — Ftt/iU Hu ogn^wcC with iit mbiBtxn; bf taUng vitwt haek 
. t^tly to thiir nm jhmwi. 

12- Tm r^ose of Jackson, aad the pUtuiures- derived froa 
Jiia farm, wese now destined to be abaodooed for the duties of 
fublio life,. After many years of negouatioB aad entreaty witb 
(jrreat Britain ; after Cerbearanoe such at no country in the 
worid ever showed befbnctv l^o Coi^isas,; unanimoutly called 
;U|>OB by the sw^ pe<4^ of that country for the purpou, 
■Adored uar against Great Britain, on. the grounds cleaily set 
ibrth in my " Hiftorg of the Regauy and fiaign of Gaarge the 
fourth," and particul^'ly ia tbe paragraph' 297 of that history. 
- 13. The governraent of the United States, during the sam« 
■ytMt in which thsy declined the war, made preparations £o> calliqff 
out volunteers for thed^nce of the country. Jjkcssox, then 
.happy OB his farm, in the neighbourhood of Nashville, which 
Jim about tbe middle of tbe fine State of Tennessee^ which i» 
.bouaded ts the north 1^ Kentucky, to the ,eaat by tbe Alle- 
Caay mouotaiDs, to tbe south by the Stlates of Georgia, Ala- 
htwk, and Miseissi^nt aad t» tbo wast by the p«U mac Mis- 
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Bimi^ ; iACUtoK, iu^pf «a hn farm, in tba rnkt sf (Ms fiiw 
and flourishing state ; and retired, as he apparently ttioogiit, 
fat ewr, from alt public affairs, thonf^ oniy finty-five years (rf 
1^ ; rotired, ai Ite ttmogiit, for ercr, vae again nMn«d by ths 
msults offered to his conatry; by the wrongs inflicted oponhar 
citiaent; sad by the recoltectMB, no doubt, of the death of Us 
Motbra:, of the death of bis brothar RoBsar, of the cttusa of 
diose deaths ; and, if he could have faa^xriten the horrid account 
of the injories inflicted upon the cosntry of hb father aad his 
mothAT, there waa thM scar on his hand, inflicted by a Briti^ 
officer, who had aimed a blov at his life, became ha hod refused 
to deaa the dirt off his boots ; there was that scar to keep hw 
virtaons resontment alire, even if he could beve forgotten tho 
wrongs of Ireland, and the rain and exwrMioatioD of every r*; 
lation in the world. 

14. Nerertbaless, fa« dM not sveic a ctnanaand in the regtdar 
army which was about to be raised ; but &e congceas having 
passed aa act, is Fsbraary, and another in July, 1812, aatkor-> 
isit^ tba President (then M&nisaN) to scoept of tba services itf 
fifty tbonsand volvMeers, ha addressed the citiaeiis of his dhi- 
atia, and tweDty-five hondred flocked to his standard. A teiuler 
of them having; bean mftde, and die ofier aceopSed. io November, 
ISIB, be received ordcvs to place hiasslf at their head airi t> 
descend the Mississippi, for th» defence of the kiwar coontrr. 
«^ch was thati snpposed to he in danger. Accosdingly, on tha 
10th of December, 1613, thoae trao^ randeiroiised at Nasb* 
V^, prepared to advance to the plnoe oC their detlmBtion ; 
and, ahfaough the weather was thrai excessively severe, aiHi tha 
gionwl covered with snow, fio tr«ap« cduid have disph^ed 
grater firasBeas. The g«inral was everywhere with tbeui 
iBipHing theca with the ardour that animated his own boaoa, 
TiM chaerfbl spirit with which they submitted to hardships, aod 
li«r« privntSmiB, on the very oasel of their milttary oareer, as 
well as tha onler and siAontinatioo th«y so readily ohaomct 
were bo.ppy psesages ef what was to ba eipected, when thay 
■hadd be directed to faoe an enemy. 

15. Natehes is a town on the banks oftiie Missini^, fall 
tiwaa hundred oiileR ffou Nasfaville, and abmit a hnndred milas 
Awn Saw Osfcsos, which is near the BHrntha of tka Mhhsb 
a^ppi. Nnccbea was the place of rendeavoas. He ainvtd than 
in the nnMh of January ; and, vary saon aAerwirdx, thef« 
tO(A place a transaetion 'ndiich gave the goveroiDent et the 
United States & q>ecinien of that inflaxit^ty of chsMctar it 
Ub^ wUcklMS tanee bean so fully dwrelaped, nodei' ckcwM* 
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atonces of greater peril than aay other man has ever bad to 



16. HaviD|^ procured supplies, and made the necessary 
arranfemenCs for an active campaign, they proceeded, the 7Ut 
otJwumary 1813, on their journey ; and, descending' the Ohio 
and Mississippi, through cold and ice, arrived and halted at 
Natches. Here Jackson had been instructed to remain, until 
he should receive further orders. Having choten a healthy site 
for the encampment of his troops, he devoted his time, vith the 
utmost industry, to training and preparing them for active ser-' 
vice. The clouds of war, however, in that quarter, having 
klown over, an order was received from the secretary of vrar, 
dated the Sth of January, 1813, directing him, on the receipt 
thereof, to dismiss those under his command from service, and 
to take measures for delivering over every article of public pro- 
perty, in his possessioii, to Brigadier-General Wilkinson. When 
this order reached his camp, there were one hundred and fifty 
OD the sick report, fifty-six of whom were unable to raise their 
heads, and almost the whole of them destitute of the means of 
defrayit^ the expenses of their return. The consequence t^ a 
•ttict compliance with the secretary's order, inevitably would 
have been, that many of the sick must have perished, whibt 
most of the others, ftara their destitute condition, would, of ne- 
ceaeity, have been compelled to enlist in the regular army, under 
General Wilkinson. Such alternatives were neither congenial 
with their general's wishes, nor such as thoy had expected, on 
adventuring with him ia the service of their country ; he had 
carried them from home, and, the fate of war and disease apart, 
it was his duty, be believed, to bring them back. Whether an 
eqtectation that, by this plan, many of them would be cmn- 
pelled into the regiilar ranks, had formed any part of the motive 
that occasioned the order for their discbai^, at so great a dis- 
tance from home, cannot be known; and it would be unchari- 
table to insinuate against the government so serious and foul an 
ucnsation, without the strongest evidence to sopport it. Be 
this as it may, GeneralJAcaaoN could not think of lacriBdi^or 
injuring an army that had shown such devotedness to their 
coiintry ; and he determined to disr^ard the ord«, and march 
them again to their homes, where they had been embodied, 
rather than discharge them where they would be exposed to the 
greatest hardships and dangers. To this mensnre he was 
prompted, not only by the reasons already mentioned, but by 
the consideration, that many of the troops under his command 
ware young men, the duMrea of his neighbours and acqufiat- 
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aDCea, vho had detivered them iQto bis hatidB, bb to a guanKn, 
who, with, parental Bolicitude, would watch over and protect 
their welfare. To have abandoned tbem, therefore, at such a 
time, and under soch cnvumaEances, would have drawn on bim 
the merited censure of the most deserving part of his fellov- 
<ntizens, and sensibly wounded his own feneroua feelings. AM 
to this, those ybnng' men who were confined by sickness, letuv' 
in^ the n&ture of the nrder he had received, implored him, with 
tears in their eyes, not to absodoa them in so ^reat an ex- 
tremity, reminding him, at the same time, of his assurances, 
tbat he would be to them as a father; and of the implicit coa- 
fidence they had placed in his word. This was an appeal which 
it would have been d^cuk for the feelings of Jackson to hare 
resisted, had it been without the support of other weighty con- 
siderations ; but, influenced by them all, he bad no hesitatioa 
in comiDg to a determination. 

1 7. Having made known his resolution to the field officers of 
his division, it met, apparently, their approbation ; but, after 
retiring from his presence, they assembled late at night, in se- 
cret caucus, and proceeded to recoinmend to bim an abandon- 
ment of bis purpose, and an immediate discharge of his troops. 
Great as was the astonishment which this measure excited in 
the geEieral, it produced a siill higher sentiment of indignation. 
In reply, he ui^;^ the duplicity of their conduct, and reminded 
tfaem, that although to those who posseased funds and health, 
8och a course could produce no inconvenience, yet to the un- 
fortunate soldier, who was alike destitute of both, no measure 
could be more calamitous. He concluded by telling them, that 
fais resolution not having beea hastily concluded on, nor bot- 
tomed on l^bt considerations, was unalterably fixed ; and that 
immediate preparations must be made for carrying into execn- 
lion the determination be had formed. 

IS. He lost no time in making known to the secretary of war 
the resolution he had adopted ; to disregard the order he had 
given, and to return his army to the place where he bed re- 
ceived it. He painted is strong terms the evils which the conrM 
pursued by the government was calculated to produce, and ex- 
pressed the astonishment he felt, that it should have originated 
with the once redoubted advocate of soldiers' rights. 

19. General Wilkinson, to whom the public property mts 
directed to be delivered, learning the determination which had 
been taken by Jackson, to march bis troops back, and to take 
with them so much- of that property as should be necessary to 
tfaeir return, in a letter of solemn and mysterious import, m1- 
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■ ef ths eonseqiwBan vhieh vats btAn hia, iMd 
«f tb9 avftil Mid doBfMDHS reoptHnibilitj be vsa takiifF ■» Mn- 
fetf by M boU « ntuaare. GMtei*! JackMn replied, tkat ki» 
CAsduct, aod Cbe coosequeBCM to which it taight lead, hw] ^md 
dfttiberocaly weighed, and wdl coasidered, and that ke waa pr»- 
pMed to ftbide the reauli, ^atever it might be. Wilkioa^a bad 
.frwiDudy ^ven orders to hie oCcen, to recruit fnm Jaekaoa^ 
army ; thvf wsk adviaed. however, on tbeir &«t appearano*, 
tbet those trocfta were ahwa^ ia the aarvice of the Uaited Blates, 
and that thus aicwiled, tbey ahdtild nat he cDliatad ; aad that he 
would arrest and eoiifiiie the fint offiosr who dared ta enKr bta 
MKanpiaeat with any Evch otyectia view. 

^ The quarter- ataater, havinf: been ardeved fi» fiimiab the 
BMieawry traoapwtation, for the coDveyaaca of tko tick and the 
baggage to Teiuiesaee. immediately sM about the perfdrmaitce 
of the task ; but, as the event proved, with net the leaat t(r(e»- 
tiou oi ezecwia^ it Still, he contiaoed to ke^ up the sem- 
blance of exevtioa; and the better to deeeiva, the v«y day be- 
jEare that wbicb had been h|^ mad for breaking ap. the encanp- 
uieDt, and commeacing iha returit march, etevea wagons arrived 
there by his order. I'ha aest morniag, however, when every 
tbiag was about to be packed up, acliog doubtteia from ordera, 
and iateodiDg to produce embairaeanient, the quarter-imslBr 
leqtered the eoeainpinent, and discharged the wliole. He wae 
gnwaly mistaken in the man be had to deal with, and bad 
vow ;dayed his tricks 100 far to be able to accoa^tlish the objeat 
.which he had, no doubt, been iitstruetfd to efteet. Disregant- 
iag their dismissal, so evidently dcaigned to praveat bia naicfai^ 
bask his men, G«aeral Jackson aeiaad npon these wttgone, yet 
within bis knee, and compebed them to proceed t» tlie trana- 
portatian of his siek. U desentea to be recollected, that this 
quarter-master, so soon as ha recmied directiant fer fuioisbing 
tltosporUtioo, bad dispatched an eif rasa t»G«ae«d Wilkinson ; 
>ftDd there can ba but tiitle doubt, ibai the course of duplicity he 
afisrwards pursued, was a concerted plan botweea hini and that 
.genecal, to defeat the desi^ of Jacksoa ; coisfel him to aban- 
don the course be bad sdopted ; and, in- ihia vmj, draw to the 
.Mgnhkr ars^ nany of ihe sc^diers, vho. frwn uMetaliy, would 
be driven to enlist. In tbie atfmpt, tb^ voae fottmiately dia- 
a§p<|iBted. A4faeting to .bis original pitr^se, ba aueeeMfully 
naiatnd every sbMageia of Wilktnaoa, a»d autcbsd the whole 
(rf )iia diNiaioD to the section of couoiry wtonn thejt bad been 
.drawn, asd dismieaed them from aanicti, w he Iwd been i»- 
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ai. T« pfMeot an. OMnpl* th«t nuebt hui^ up ttu mUbs 
■ptriu of bn tnope, ia the totig uad nrduoiu, maxfiii before thrau 
Iw yislded. v^ bis bonai to Cb» sick, Apd, trudfiD^ on foot, 
tncQUBtani ail tbe hardibi[w tbat vkh mM by tlw Mldien, It 
was, U a tUBQ of fsar wfartn tha raaito vtn eitramely bad, uti 
the Kvsnps, lyio; in thur pMUfa, deep and full ; yet, vnda 
dtaae oiroaai^taacM, Jks plaotd before hw troop* an euwai^o of 
patisDC* and baniibip Aat lulled ta ulanco all oomplaiaU, aai 
wm t» bim, itill slrongier tbao before, tbe Brtwm and reapaot 
ptvmjWB- Onwriving at Naahvilla, ba eomnunicatMl to 
the president of the United StattK ibe co«rae bs bad punottl, 
aod the reasoDs that had induced it. If it had become neces- 
taiy, he had sufficient grouods on which he could have justified 
his conduct. Had he suffered General Wilkinson to have acconi- 
plished what waa clearly his intention, althoug-h it was an event 
which might at the moment have benefited the service, by 
adding an increased strength to the army, yet the example 
would have been of so fiwious and exceptionable a character, 
that injury would have been the final and unavoidable result. 
Whether the intention of thns forcing these men to enlist into 
the regular ranks, had its existence under the direction of the 
government, or not, such would have been the nniveraal belief; 
and all would have felt a deep abhorrence at beholding the 
patriots of the country drawn off from their homes, under pre- 
tence of danger ; whilst the coneealed design was, by increasing 
their necessities, at a distance from their residence, to compel 
them to an act wlitcb they would have abstained from UDOer 
different circuraatances. His conduct, terrible as it first t^>- 
peared. was in the end approved, and the expeDaea incurred 
directed to be paid by the govermpent. 

22. It may be prudent, and it is doubtless patriotic, to smo- 
ther this affair up in this manner, in the United States, and 
especially wbea the writer is a member of the congress; but I 
have no motive to smother up a transaction so abominably 
nnjuat. The truth is, that this odious attempt at a violation i^ 
compact, arose from ihe dirty envy of General Armstrong, ths 
(ecretary at war, of Wilkingoit. the commanding general, and 
of all thoae officers of the United States army who bad not the 
couiTBge to imitate ; who had not the skill and perseveiuice to 
rival ; and who ba4 not the honesty to acknowledge the superior 
merit of Jackson. Every man, whose heart ia tine seat of jus- 
tice, wiU applaud bim for stubbornly resisting these orafty euff- 
gestiona of envy ; and it should be told berq, that Armstrong, 
«ha gavQ ttte «r^ for tbia act of oj>presBion, vw dia|^ac<Kl aad 
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d^raded. not many months aftsnraidi, for bii scandalous 
Defect to prepare for the defence of the city of Washington, 
where he was residing ; and that Wilkinaon, who was appointed 
to put the order into execntioa, and to supplant Jackson, was 
■ufficiently dii^aced, in test than two yean from that day, on 
the confines of Canada. But there never was a man yet, in this 
world, whom every one knew to be fid) of talent, fbll of seal, 
and devotedly disinterested to the cause of bis counlry : there 
never yet was snch a. man who was not hated and ccmspired 
ag^nst by all the swarm of men of small merit, and, especially, 
by every selfish and sham patnot. 
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Bil Iiidian eaaipaiga.~B^tU after battU.~Dacmttnt in kit arm/af^tr 
diKOHtml. — PTMiJaptrpTBofaffartiludc and Tiioiiilim, each itriling 

23. Jacsson, having taken his volunteers safely back to their 
own countiy, he discharged them, there bein^ litile or no expec- 
tation of their beings wanted again. It ought to be observed, 
because it will by-and-by be found to be of great importance, 
that these volunteers bad been enga^ to serve one year out of 
two, to be computed from the day of rendezvous, unless sooner 
dischai^ed; that is to say, they engaged to be at the command 
of the government for the space of two years from the time of 
the first rendezvous ; unless they should, before the end of the 
two years, have performed one year"! service I b^ the reader 
to bear this in mind, for he will, by-and-by, find it leading to 
perils such as no man but Jackson ever encountered : or, at 
any rate, such as no man but Jackson ever overcame. 

24, There' was, at this time (May 1813), no appearance 
that British hostility would bear against any part of Lonsiana, 
in which New Orleans is sitnated. But the repose of Jackson 
and his volunteers was not ol long duration ; for the savages, 
instigated by an impostor who went amongst them calling him- 
self a prophet, who gave them assurances of the aid and pratec- 
tioD of Great Britain, whose power and riches be represented at 
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without bounds : the savages thus instated, these wretches, of 
several different natioos, as they are called, made incursioos into 
tlie states of Teaaesaee, Kentucky, and other parts, committing; 
murders and cruelties the most horrible ; thej slaughtered 
women and children with the most savag« barbarity. It was 
absolutely necessary to punish these bloody monsters; and, 
therefore, first the govermncnt of the state of Tennessee, and, 
afterwards, the ^neral governmeDt, authorized war and an 
infliction of punighmeot on these monsters ; and all eyes wera 
turned upon Jackson to put an end to this horrible warfare. 

24. He, therefore, called upon his volunteers, who had fal- 
lowed him to [he Natches in the spring of the year ; and he 
appointed the 4th of October (1813) for them to meet him,- 
armed and equlpped'for active service. He immediately com- 
menced war upon these murderous savages ; and here I muBC> 
desire the Eog<ieh reader to prepare himself for a series of trans- 
actions, wholly incredible, were they not attested by piles of- 
official documents, the authenticity of which no man can dispule. 
It would be useful to the English government, the Englighpar- ' 
liament, and bands of paper-money makers, who are looking to ' 
legal tender ; it would be useful to them to look minutely at the 
transactions of this Indian campaign ; for, having looked at 
them, thi:y will iierceive that it is madness to suppose, that all tha - 
combinations -of banks, and bankers, and merchants, can ever 
drive this brave and inflexibly virtuous man from his purpose^ 

25 Before I lay before the reader the details of this cam- ■ 
paign, it will be useful to give a short description of the geogra-- 
phy of the scene. The great river Miasiaaippi, which comes 
down from fifteen or sixteen huudied miles, thenis joined by th& 
Ohio, and carries it along with it five or six hundred miles, 
down to its mouths, which empty themselves in the Gulf of ' 
Mexico ; this great river bounds to the westward the states of ■ 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, and it runs through the stata ■ 
of XxiuisiaDa, The nations of savages, called by various names, ' 
CTeeks, Cheroketi, Chtxktaws, Chickeaaus, Bayous, and Giod - 
knows what besides, live in the woods and fastnesses in these ' 
stales, or in those on the weatem side of the Mississippi ; there- ' 
fore, to leave the people of the United States exposed to the 
tomahawks of these bloody monsters would have been scandalous 
indeed. Jackson was the man chosen to chastise them ; and ia 
the wonderful details which I am now about to lay before the ' 
reader, it will be seen that not another man that we have ever 
heard of would have been capable of performing this duty witb." 
success ; and when the reader has gone through these detaiU, 
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lud has afterwards witneBsed the ^orioat deAace of N<nv 
Orleans, he will still recur lo this Indiaa campaign as the moat 
glorious exploit of thia wonderful man ; a campai^D meriting 
greater praise than ten thouBand lires like that of Welhngteo, 
and yet a campaign which was never jet hewd of is Engtand ; 
this country i^ learning, of literature, of researches, and of 
Imowledge of all sorta ; thia country which has poured out tia- 
Tejlora to penetrate into every part of the United States, but' 
which has never sent one to discover and tend home an account 
of this campaign. With these preliminary remarlcB I ester 
upon the details of this campaigii. I need not bespeak the 
leader's nooder and admiration ; for the man who will not- 
admire here, is hardly worthy of the name of man. 

. 36. These multiplied outrages at length attracted the atten- 
tion of the general government, and application was made, 
through their i^nt (Colonel Hawkins), to the principal chieb' 
of the nation, who, desiroua of preeervii^ their friendly i«la- 
tiens with the United States, resolved to punish the muTderers 
'wilh death ; and immediately appointed a party of wari>iors tu 
CMTy their determination into enecntion. No sooner was this 
done, than the spirit of the greater part of the naticHi, which 
ftOim policy had been kept, in a considerable degree, dormant, 
ssddenty hnrst to a flame, and kindled into civil war. 

-.27. It was not difficult for the friends of those mmderers 
whq had been put to death, to prevail on others, who secretly- 
applauded the acts for which they suffered, to enter warmly into 
their resentments against those who had been concerned in 
bringing them to punishment. An occasion, as they believed, 
was DOW presented, which fully authorized them to throw aside 
all those injunctions of secrecy, with re^rd to tlieir hostile 
jQteiUions, which had been imposed on them by Tecumseb and 
thaic prophets. This restraint, which hitherto they had re- 
gsrdfid with much difficulty, they sow resolved to lay a^de, and 
to «xecDt« at once their insatiate and loi^- projected vengeance, 
DSA only on the white people, but on those uf their own nation ; 
M^, by this last act of retaliatory jastice, had unequivocally 
shown a disposition to preserve their friendship with the former. 
"Sue cloak of conceabnent being now thrown afide, the war clubs* 

* laatniouiU used by tha iDdUa tribM (w aWBiiiaBciiic b<Mti1itiN( 
fA xhioh, wben paiaivd rad, tbaj eaasdar ■ dedantioi] of war. Tba^ 
aie ronned of a slick, about ei^bteeo iathisin leogtb. willi a strong pieca 
ofsbarp iron affixed at Ibeeod, and resemble a bltchet, Tbey use tben 
principally in punuit, sad irier they have been able to iniioduce confii- 
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T«e imn)edidt<4y seen in evecy eectioii of the oation, bat' 
more pactkutarlj' among the BumerouH hordes residiiig' ne&r tha-' 
Alabama. Brandishiog these ia their haixis, the;; rushed, id the 
first iitBtance, oD ihiise of thatr owd couotrymen who had'- 
shown a disposilioQ to preserve their relatioDs with the United 
Stales, and Dbliged tb«m to retire towards the white sott^emeDts, 
axid pkcs thcRiHelves in forts, to escape the first ebullitioo of 
tbeir ra^. Encouraged by this success, asd their numberB,,' 
which hourly increa^, and infatuated to the high^F^t de^e hy 
the predictions of tJieir prophets, who assured tltem that " the 
Gr«at Spirit" wat on their side, aad would enable them tu tri- 
waph over all their enemieA, th»y beg^tn to Hake immediate 
pr^uFaUons fby exteoding their ravages to the white settle- 
ments. Fort Mimms, situated in the Teogaw settlement in the 
Mississippi territory, was the first point destined to satiate their 
cruelty and vengeance. It contained, at that time, about one 
hundred and fifty men under th^ comcaand of Major Beasley, ' 
botades a considerabia nuiuber of women and childrsn, who had ■ 
betaken tbeiafiBives tq it for security. Having collected a snp- ■ 
■piy of anuaunitioQ from the Spaniards X Pensacola, and assem- 
bled their warriors to the number, of sU or seven huadred, ibe 
war party, commanded by Weatherford, a distinguished chief 
of th« nation, on th« 3(Kh (S August 1S13, commenced their 
assault on the ton-, and having succeeded in carrjing it, put to 
death iiearly three hundred petsond, indudijig vfomea and chil- ■ 
dies, with the most savage barbariiy. The slaughter was indit- 
CMiinate i mercy wife extended to none ; and the tomahawk, at - 
the same stroke, ot'ten cleft the mother and the child. Rut 
sovenlean of the whole number in the fort escaped to brio^ 
iHtclligence of the dreadful catastrophe. This monstrous and 
unprovoked outrage qo sooner reached Tennessee, than tha 
whoie -State was thrown into a ferntent, and nothing was tbooght 
or spoliieii of but retaliatory vengeance. Cimsideruble escite- 
metrt had sJbres^y been prodix^d ^y bnitalitiea of earlier date, 
and measures had been adopted hj tha governar, in conforniity ■ 
with ifistTHetiOttS from the secretary of war, for comoienciug a . 
campaign against them; but the massacre at Fort Minins, 
wbieii *ht«e*eaedtt) be followed by the entire desli-uciicHi of the 
M«lHle and Tombigboe settlement, in^irt^d a deep, and unJuer- 
sal sentiincnt of solicitude, and an eiutiest wish for spee^ and 
eSeclual c^rations. The aoxiety fell on the occa.ston was 
grevtj^ in^^ased, fro«a. oa a^rehensioD thai General Jaekwm 
votiti »«t be tble to conimAnd- He was the onty man katma' 
in AAataU who was b«li8%«d qwSfieit to diecbarge the acduoaa. ' 
b2 ■ ■ - c>- 
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duties of the station, and who could carry with him the com- 
plete confidence of hia soldiers. He vas at this time seriously 
indisposed, and confioed to his room with a fractured arm ; but 
although this apprehensioa was seriously indulged, arrange- 
ments were in progress, and measures industriously taken, to 
prepare and press the expedition with every poasihie dispatch. 

28. A numerous collection of respectable citiiens, who con- 
vened at Nashville on the 18tb of September 1813, for the pur- 
pose of devising the moat effectual ways and means of affording' 
protection to their brethren in distress, after conferring with 
the governor and General Jackson, who was still confined to his 
room, strongly adviiied the propriety of marching a sufficient 
army into the heart of the Creek nation ; and accordingly 
Tecum mended this measure with great earnestness to the legis- 
lature, which, in a few days afterwards, commenced its session. 
That body, penetrated with the same sentiments which animated 
the whole country, immediately enacted a law, authorizing the 
e&ecutive to call into the field thirty-five hundred of the militia, 
to be marched against the Indians; end to guard against all 
difficulties, in the event the general government should omit to 
adopt them into their service, three hundred thousand dollars 
were voted for their support. 

29. Additional reasons were at hand why active operations 
should be commenced with the least possible delay. The set- 
tlers were Seeing to the interior, and every day brought intelli- 
gence, that the Creeks, collected in considerable force, were 
bending their course towards the frontiers of Tennessee. The 
governor now issued an order to General Jackson, who, not- 
withstanding the state of his health, had determined to assume 
the command, requiring him to call out, and rendezvous at 
Fayetteville, in the shortest possible time, two thousand of the 
toilitia and volunteers of his division, to repel any invasion that 
might be contemplated. Colonel Coffee, in addition to five 
hundred cavalry, already raised, and under his commdnd, was 
authorized and instructed to oi^anize and receive into his regi- 
xaent, any mounted riflemen that might make a tender of their 
services. 

HO. Having received these orders, Jackson hastened to give 
them effect ; and with this object, and with a view to greater 
expedition, appealed to those volunteers, who, with him, had 
heretofore descended the Mississippi to Natches. He urged 
them to appear at the place designated for the rendezvous, on 
the 4th of October, 1813, equipped and armed for active ser- 
Tice. He pointed out the imperious necesuty which demanded 
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their aervices, and ui^ed them to be punctual ; for that their 
frontien were threatened with invasion by a savag* foe, " Al- 
ready are lai^ bodies of the hostile Creeks marching to your 
borders, with their KBlping: knives unsheathed, to butcher your 
women and children : time is not to be lost. We must hasten 
to the frontier, or we shall God it drenched in the blood of our 

^citizens. The health of your ^neral is restored — he will com- 
mand in person." In the mean time, until this force could be 
collected and oi^nized. Colonel Coffee, with the force ibea 
under bis command, and such additional mounted riflemen as 
could be attached at ■ short notice, was directed to hasten for- 
ward to the neighbourhood of Huntsville, and occupy some 
eligible position for the defence of the frontier, until the infantry 
should arrive ; when it was contemplated, by the nearest pos- 
sible route to press on to Fort St. Stephen, with a view to the 
protection and defence of Mississippi. 

31. Every exertion was now made to hasten the preparnticns 
for a vigorous campaign. Orders were given to the quarter- 
master, to furnish the necessary munitions, with the proper 
transpoirtation ; and to the contractors, to provide ample sup- 

'plieg of provisions. The day of their rendezvous being arrived, 
and the general not being sufficiently recovered to attend in 
person, he forwarded by his aid-de-canp. Major Reid, an ad- 
dress, to be read to the troops, accompanied by an order for the 
establishment of the police of the camp. In this address, hd 
pointed to the unprovoked injuries that had been so long in- 
flicted by this horde of merciless and cruel savages ; and in' 
treated his soldiera to evince that zeal in the defence of their 
country, which the importance of the moment so much required. 
" We are about to furnish these savages a lesson of admonition; 
we are about to tench them, that our long forbenrance has not 
proceeded from an insensibility to wrongs, or an inability to re- 
dress them. They stand io need of such warning. In propor- 

.tion as we have borne with their insults, and submitted to their 
outragesi they have multiplied in number, and increased in 
atrocity. But the measure of their offences is at length filled. 

' The blood of our women and children, recently spilled at Fort 
Mimms, calls for our vengeance ; it roust not call in vain. Our 
borders must no lon^r be disturbed by the war whoop of these 
savages, or the cries of their suffering victims. The torch that 

- iias been lighted up roust be made to blaze in the heart of their 
own country. It is time they should be made to feel the weight 
of a power which, because it was merciful, they believed to be 
inapotent. But how shall a war, so long forborne, and so loudly 
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csUed for by retributive jnstice, be waged ? ShnN we iiiRtat* 
the example of onr enemiex, in the iHsonler of thvir mevaiBeKa 
«nd the savHgeness of their dispositionB ? Is it wordiy the 
character of American soldiers, who take up artm to redress At 
wrong? of an injured cotinrry, to assume no better model tfaan 
%at funtished tliem by barbarians ? No, fellow (oldiets ; ^rsttt 
-as are the grievances that have called ns from our hones, we 
Inust not permit disorderly pasaion* to lamish the raputMMB 
*we shall carry along with us ;— we muirt and will be victorienst 
liut we mu3t cooqaer as nteti who owe nothing to chance, and 
"Who, in the midst of victory, can still be mindful of what is doe 
to hnmanity ! 

32. " We will commence the campaign by an inviolaUe ab- 
tention to discipline and subordination. Without a stvict ob- 
^««rV6nce of these, \-ictory must ever be uncertain, and oo^ 
hardly to be exulted in 'even when gained. To what bat tl^ 
*«itiredisregard«f order and subordioadoti, are we to ascribe 
"the disasters I»hi4!h have attended our atmt in the north, dndiur 
'4he present war? How glorious wit) it be to ranwie the hlote 
-which liave tarnished the fair cfaaractar bequeathed us by the 
■ffttherft Of ourYCTotutien !' The bosom rf your ^neral ■!» fnP 
f)i hope, fie knows the ardour which aniiriates you, and atreadf 
-exults in the triumph which your strict obaervance of dUciplne 
'find'%o*)d wder will render certain." 

' 3S. For the police (if his camp, he annonncsd the followw^ 
•Wderr ' 

~ " The chain of seittroels will be marked, and the sentries 
'^wsted, precisely at ten o'clock to-day. 

" No suttter will be Buffered to sell spirituous Uqiion 'to Mttf 
-soldier, without permission, in writing, from a camniissioa^ 
'officer, under the penaltiM prescribed by the mlei and artiotau 
'6t *ar. 

" No citizen will be pBrnriited to pass the chain «f sentipeh. 
' after retreat beat in the evening, until reraeille in the momn^. 
' Dronkentiess, thebaoc of all orderly encampments, ia positive^ 
-forbidden, both in officers and privates: officers, under the 
' penalty of immediate arrest ; and privates, of being pEaced und^r 
' guard, there to remain until liberated by a oouit-niartial. 

" At rereille beat, ail officers and soldiers an to a^eor oa 
parade, with tlieir arms and accootrements in proper order, 

"On parade, silence, the duty of a soldier, 'is positively cna- 
manded. 

" No officer or soldier is to sleep out of camp, but by pet- 
. tniesion obtained." 
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, 34. these mles, to tiiote who had scaKel; j'et pawed tKe liao 
that separatea the citueo from the eQidier, BDil who had not yet 
laid aside the ootions of self- sovereignty, had the appearanca of 
too moch rigout ; but the general vel I knew, that the expeditidtt 
ID which they vere «Btbarked involved much bacard i and tba&^ 
■Jthougb SDCh lively feeling were manifested now, yet w^iea 
hardBlupg pressed, these might cease. He considered it mucb 
iafer, therefore, to lay before them, at once, the rules of con- 
duct to which Uiey must confbrai ; believing thai it wotdd be 
more difficult to drive liceBtiousnew from his camp, than to pre' 



35. Impatieat to join his division, although his health was 
for from being restored, hts ann only be^iuning to beal, the 
general, in a few days afterwards, set out for the eBcan^memti 
and reached it on the 7th of October, 1813. Finding, on bi> 
aniv^, that the requisition was not complete, either in the 
number «f meo, or tlie necessary equipments, measures wert 
instantly takMi to remedy the deficiency. Orders were directed 
\a the several to-igadiera in hi^ ^iaioa, to hasten immediately 
iheir respeotive i^atas, fully equi|]ped for active opemtions. 

86. CirciHnetanoes did not permit him to remain at this place 
long enough to have the d^nquHictes complaioed of remedied, 
and the ranks of his army filled. Colonel Coffee had proceeded 
■with bis mouMed vohinteers to cover Huntsville, and give se- 
(Cnrit^ to the Crontiers, where akna greatly prevailed. On the 
night of the 8th, a letter wan received from him, dated two dayi 
^tbre, advising, that two Indians, beloBging to the peace party^ 
had just arrived at tbe Tennessee river, from Chinnaby's fort, 
on the Ckrasa, wic^ i«Eormatian that the war party had dispatched 
eight faimdred or a thousaad of their warriors to attack the 
frontiers of Geo^ia ; and, with the remainder of their foren; 
were marching against Huntsville, or Fort Hampton. In con* 
sequence of this inteUigesica, exertioos were made to bastm 
ft Btovement. X^te ou tbe following night, another expren 
amved, confirmii^ the former aUitement, and represBnting tho 
enemy, in great force, to be r^idly ^proacbing tbe Tennessee. 
Orders were now given for preparing the line ef march, and by 
Dine o'doi^ the next day, the whole division was in motioiu 
Thqr bad not proceeded many mites, when tbey were met wit^ 
jotell^nce that Colonel GibSMi, who had been seat ont by 
Coiee to reconnoitre the raovrateois of the enemy, had bees 
killed by their advance. A strong- desire had been maufNled 
to be led forward ; that de«re was now strengthened by the is* 
fonoatioD j)Ht rec«i\«d ; and it was witb difficulty their emoticma 



sent either up or down the mer. Disappointed ki f!he bt^s 
with which he had adtetitured on hia omrdh, he renitiBed hefe 
several days, in expeclation of the boats that were coffltng to hfs 
relief. Thus haragsed at the first onset, by diSeulties wh«llj 
nneitpected, and which, from the nuTnerouE and strong assur- 
ancee received, he could by no means hava calculated on: feariBg', 
too, that the same disregard of duty might indoce a coattiMWDce, 
he lost no time in opening every avenue to expedient, that (te 
dhancea of future failure roight be dirtiiniahed. To €enei%l 
'Flournoy, who commanded at Mobile, he applied, u^ng hrin 
lo procure bread stuff, and have it forwarded up the Alabania 
by the time he should arrive on that river. The agent c# tte 
ChoctawB, Colonel M'Kee, who wm then on the Tembijrtwe, 
waa addreaand in the same style of entreaty. Expresaes were 
dspfttched to Genera! White, who, with the advance af (de 
East Tennessee division, had arrived at the Look-Out mountain, 
in the Cherokee nation, urging him, by all means, to hasten «n 
the supplies. The assistance of the Governor of Tennessee was 
also earneatly besought. To facilitate exertion, and to araufc 
miecess, every thinj within his reach was attempted r several 
persons of wealth and patriotism, in Mudison county, weve 
solicited to afford the contractors all the aid in their power; 
and, to induce them more readily to extend it, their deep in- 
terest, immediatdy at stake, was pointed to, and their deplorable 
and dan^roua situation, should neeessihy compel him to with- 
draw his army, and leave them exposed to the mercy e€ the 
savages. 

38. Whilst these measures were taking, two nmnera, fiToai 
Turkey town, an Indian villf^e, dispatched by Path-killer, a 
chief of the Cherokees, arrived at the camp. They brought in- 
formation, that the enemy, from nine of the hoatile towns, were 
aisembling in great force near the Ten Islands ; and edicited 
that immediate assistance should be afforded the friendly Creeks 
and Cherokees, in their neighbourhood, who were eJtpoaed to 
such imminent danger. His want of provisions was nM yet 
remedied ; but distributing the partial supply (hat was on hand, 
be resolved to proceed, in expeciation that the relief he had so 
earnestly leaked for, wouW in a little while arrive, and be- for- 
warded to Iiim. To prepare his troops for an engagement, 
which tie foresaw was eoon to take place, hs thus addiwaal 
-them: 

39. "You have, fellow soldiers, at length penetrated thft 
-country of your enemies. It is not to be believed that th^vrill 
'^baadon the soiltfaat embosoms the booesof tiieir JoreALthen, 
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iRthootfOmisfaing' you an a;^ortilirity of Btgnalisin^ yaar raloQr. 
.Wise men do not expect, brav« inea "will not desire it. h vik 
.not to tTBTtd ontnaleMed, through a barren wilderness, that yoc 
^nitled your families and homes, and tubmitted to so many 
^nvmtions ; it wbb to aveng'e the cruehiei oommitted Dpoti ov 
dsfenceleas frontiers by the inbaman Creeks, instigated. by their 
so tcse inhunian aHies ; you Bhall not be disapftointed. If die 
enemy flee before tit, ve will overtake and chastiBe him ; ve 
Kill teadi him How dreadfal, when onoe aroused, is the resent- 
■ment of treemen. But it is not by boasting that pimisbment 
.k to be inflicted, or victory obtained. The same resolution 
that prompted us to take up arms, must iospire us in battle. 
Men dniB animated, and tbu» resolved, barbarians can never 
conquer ; and it is an enemy, barbarous in the extreme, that 
KB have now to face. Their reliance will be on the damage 
they am do you whilst you are a^eep and imprepared for action : 
their hopes shall fail them in the hour of experiment. Soldiers 
who Imow tlimr duty, and are ambitions to perform it, are not 
-to he taken by surprise. Oorsenrinels will nevorsleep, norour 
.soldiers be unprepared for action : yet, whilst it is enjoined npoa 
tke sentinels vi^lantly to watch the approach of tire foe, they 
'toe, at the same time, commanded not to Sre at shadows. 
Imaginary danger must not deprive them of entire self-poase^ 
«on. Oof soldiers will lie with their arms in their hands ; and 
the moment an alannis given, they will move to their respective 
positions withont noise, and without confusion ; they wilt be 
thus enabled to hear the orders of their officers, and to obey 
them with promptitude. 

40. " Great reliance -will be placed by the enemy on the con- , 
atemation they may be able to spread through onr ranks by the 
.hideous yells with which they commence their battles ; but brave 
.men will laugh at such efforts to alarm them. It is not 1^ bel- 
lowings and sorearas that the wounds of death are inflicted. Yoe 
will teach these noisy assailants how weak are their weapons of 
warfare, by <^posing them with the bayonet; what Indian ever 
withstood its charge ? what army, of any nation, ever withstood 
it long? 

41. "Yes, soWiers, the order for a chai^ will be the signal 
-for Tictory. In that moment, your enemy will be seen fleeing 
ia srery direction before yoa. But in the moment of action, 
coolness and deliberation must be regarded ; your fires made 
with precision and aim ; and when ordered to charge with tho 
bayonet, you must proceed to the assault with a quick and firm 
'eaSf ; without tr^dation or alaam. Then ^all you behghl the 
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completioD of your hopea in the ducomfitore of yonr enemy. 
Your general, whose duty, as well as inclinatioii, is to mtdi. 
over your safety, will not, to gratify any wishes of his own, rush 
you unnecessarily into danger. He knows, however, that it la 
-not in aaaatling an enemy that men are destroyed ; it is whea 
Tetreating and in confusion. Aware of this, he will be prompted 
OB much by a regard for your lives as your honour. He laments 
that he has been compelled, even incidentally, to hint at a retreat 
"when speaking to freemen, and to soldiers. Never, until yon 
forget all that is due to yourselves and your country, will you 
have any practical understanding of that word. Shall an enemy,, 
wholly unacquainted with military evolution, and who rely mora 
■ioi victory on their grim visages and hideous yells, than upon 
their bravery or their weapons — shall such an enemy ever drive 
before them the well-trained youths of our country whose 
^bosoms pant for glory, and a desire to avenge the wrongs they 
have received ? Your general will not live to behold such a 
spectacle ; rather would be rush into the thickest of the enemy, 
and submit himself to their scalping knives ; but he has no fears 
of such a result. He knows the valour of the men he commands, 
and how certainly that valour, regulated as it will be, will lead 
to victory. With his soldiers he will face all dangers, and with 
them participate in the glory of conquest." 

42. Having thus prepared the minds of his men, and brought 
to their view the kind of foe with whom they were shonty to 
contend; and having also, by his expresses, instructed General 
White to form a junction with him, and to hasien on all the 
supplies in his power to command, with about six days' rations 
of meat, and less than two of meal, he again put his army in 
motion to meet the enemy. Although there was some hazard 
in advancing into a country where relief was not to be expected, 
with such limited preparation, yet, believing that his contractors, 
lately installed, would exert themselves to the utmost to forward 
'suppiies, and that amidst the variety of arrangements made, all 
could not fail, and well aware that his delaying longer might be 
productive of many disadvantages, his determination was taken 
to Bet out immediately in quest of the enemy. He replied t» 
the Path-killer, by his runners, that he should proceed directly 
for the Coosa, and solicited him to be diligent in making dis- 
coveries of the situation and collected forces of the savages, ami. 
to give him, as early as possible, the result of bis inquiries. 
I 43. "The hostile Creeks," he remarked to him, " will not 
attack you until they have had a brush with me ; and that, I 
think, wiilputthemoulof thenotioaof GghtiDgEor Bometime." 
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44. He requested, if he had, or could any how procure, pro- 
, visions for his army, that he would send them, or advise where 

they mig'ht be had; "You shall he well paid, and have my 
thanks into the bargain. I shall stand most in need of com 
meal, but shall be thankful for any kind of provisions; and in- 
deed for whatever will support life." 

45. The army had advanced but a short distance when unex- 
pected embarrassments were ag'ain presented. Information was 
received, by which it was clearly ascertained that, the present 
contractors, who bad been so much aud so certainly relied on, 

. could not, with all their exertions, procure tlie necessary supplies. 
Major Kose, in the quarter- master's department, who had been 
sent into Madison county, to aid them in their endeavours, 
having satisfied himself, as well from their own admissions, as 
from evidence derived from other sources, that their want of 
funds, and consequent want of credit, rendered them a very 
unsafe dependence, had returned, and disclosed the facts to the 
general. He stated, tbat there were there persons of fortune 
' and industry, who might be confided in, and who would be willing^ 
to contract for the army if it were necessary. Jackson lost no 
time in embracing this plan, and gave the contract to Mr. Pope, 
upon whose means and exertions, he hoped, every reliance 
mig'ht be safely reposed. To the other contractors he wrote, 
informing them of tbe change that had been made, and the 
reasons which had induced it. 

46. "I am advised," said he, " that you have candidly ac- 
knowledged you have it not in your power to execute the con- 
tract in which you have engaged. Do not think 1 mean to cast 
any reflection — very far from it, I am exceedingly pleased 
with the eiiertions you have made, and feel myself under many 
obligations of gratitude for them. The critical situaiion of 
■ afiairs, when you entered into the contract, being considered, 
you have done all that individuals, in your circumstances, could 
have performed. But you must be well convinced, that any 
approbation which may be felt by the commander of an army, 
for past services, ought not to become, through kindness to you, 
the occasion of that army's destruction. From the admissions you 
bave been candid enough to make, the scarcity which already begins 
toappear in camp, and the difficulties you are likely to encounter 
.in effecting your engagements, 1 am apprehensive I should bo 
;doing injustice to the army I command were I to rely for sup- 
port on your exertions — great as I know them to be. What- 
ever concerns myself, 1 may manage with any generosity or 
indulgence I please} but ia acting for my country, I have no 



fluch diacreti«i. I have, therefore, fsit mjuX ccmpetled to 
givo the oontract in which you are concemed, to another, wtio 
IB sbnndaotly able to execute it ; wi condition 4te indemnifies 
70Q for the trouble you have been at." 

47. This anaasetaent being made, the army oontinued Its 
march, and having arrived within a Eaw miles of the Ten Island*, 
was met by old Ghinnaby, a leading chief of ifae Gnek nation, 
and atern^ opposed to the war party. He brought with htm, 
and surrendered np, two of the hostile Greeks who had Ittte^ 
been made prisoners by his party. At this place, it waarepre- 
eented, that they were within sixteen mites of the enemy, wbo 
■wwra colleated, to the number of a thousand, to tqtpose their 
.passage. This information was Utile railed on, and aftOTWMds 

provsd untrue Jackson continued his route, and in a. fbw iays 
reached the islands of the Coosa, having been detained a day on 
the way. for the purpose of obtaining small supplies of 00m 
from the neighbouring Indians. This acquisition to the scanty 
Aock on hand, whiUt It affonted subsistence for the prramtt, 
oicouraged his hopes for the future, as a means of tempot&i^ 
• iresort, should his other resources fail. 

48. In a letter to Governor Blount, from thii place, spealcing 
of the difficulties with which be was assatled, he observes : — 

," Indeed, sir, we have been very wratohediy supplied — scarce^ 
. two rations in succession havcbeen regularly drawn; yetweave 
not despondent. Whilst we can procure an ear of corn a-piece, 
-or any thing that will answer as a substitute for it, we shall con- 
"tinue our exertions to accomplish the object for which we we*G 
sent. The cheerfulness withwfaich my men submit to privations, 
and are ready to encounter clanger, does honour to them, aiAi 
to the government whose rights they are defending. 

49. " Every mean within my power, fat procuring the re- 
. quisite supplies for my army, I have t^en, and am continuing 

to take. E^t, west, north, aud south, have been ap|iUsd t« m^ 
the most pressing solicitation. The Governor of Georgia, in a 
.letter received from him this evening, informs me that aaatt- 
.oiency can be had in his state ; but does not signi^ that he is 
about to take any measures to procure it. My former eontiador 
has been superseded: no exertions were spared by him to 'fulfil 
his engagements ; yet the inconveniences imder which he 
laboured were such as to render his best exertions unavailiog. 
The contract has been offered to one wbo wiil be able to execute 
-it : if he aocepts it, my apprebeosioni wilt be grea^ ditnt- 
inished." 

60. On the 28th of OctoiMr. 1813, X^gloael Dyor,wtio,Mi 
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'tbe march to the Ten Islands, had been detached from the main 
body, with two hundred cavalry, to attack Littafiitchee town, on 
the head of Canoe Creek, which empties into the Coosa from 

e west, returned, bringing' whh him twenty-nine 'prisoners. 

En, women, and children, having destroyed the village. 

51. The sanguine expectations indulged on leaving Thompi» 
son'a creek, that the advance of the East Tennessee militia 
woold hasten to nnite with him, was not yet realiied. The er- 
preM hei-etofore directed to General White, had not returned. 
Jnckson on the 3lst of October, 1813. dispatched another, 
again u^n? liim to effect a speedy junction, and to bring with 
him ail the bread stuff it should be in his power to procure; 
feehnffly ang^sting to him, at the same time, the great incom- 
TenienCb and liaiard to which he had been already exposed, for 
the want of punctuality in himself and his commanding generaL 
Owing to that cause, and the late failures of his contractors, hB 
represented his army as placed, at present, in a very precarious 
situation, and dependent, in a great measure, for support, on 
'the exertions which they might be pleased to make ; but assured 
■him, at thesame time, that, let circumstances transpire be they 
might, he would still, at every risk, etideavonr to effect his pur- 
■pose; and, at all events, was resolved to hasten, with every 
■practicable dispatch, to the accomplishment of the abject for 
which he had set out. Believing the co-operation of the East 
Tennessee troops essential to this end, they were again irt- 
'ttmcted to join him without delay ; for he could not conceive it 
■so be correct poKcy, that troops from the same state, put^uing 
the same object, siiould constitute separate and distinct armies, 
and act without com?ert, and independently of each other: He 
'entertained no doubt but that his order woold be promptly 
obeyed. 

62. The next evening, a detachment which had been seat 
out the day hefnre. returned to camp, bringing with them, be- 
"stdea some corn and beeves, several negroes and prisoners of tiie 
'warpafty. ■ • 

53, Learning now that a considerable body of the enemy hafl 
■posted themselves at Tallushatchee, on the sonth side of the 
"Coosa, about thirteen miles distant, General Coffee was detached 
with nine hundred men, (the mounted troops having been pre- 
■viously organ i'zed into a brigade, and placed under his command,) 
'to attack and disperse them. With this force he was enabled. 
Through thedirection of an Indian pilot, to ford the Coosa at 
the Piih darns, about four miles above the Islands ; and iiaving 
MtMmpai' beyond it, very eariy the n«t morning -proceedwi to 
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the execution of his order. Having' arrived vrithin a mile and a 
half, he formed bis attachment into two divisions, and directed 
them to march so as to encircle the town, by uniting their fronts 
beyond it. The enemy, hearing of his approach, began to pre- 
pare for action, which waa announced by the beating of drums. 
.mingled with their savage yells and war whoops. An hour after 
sun-rise, the action was commenceil by Captain Hammond's 
and Lieutenant Patterson's companies of spies, who bad gone 
within the circle of aiignement, for the purpose of drawing the 
Indians from their buildings. No sooner had these companies 
exhibited their front in view of the town, and given a few scat- 
tering shot, than the enemy formed, and made a violent charge- 
Being compelled to give way, the advance guards were pursued 
.until they reached the main body of the army, which immedi- 
ately opened a general fire, and charged in their turn. The 
Indians retreated, firing, until they got around and in their 
buildings, where an obstinate conflict ensued, and where those 
who maintained their ground persisted in fighting as long as 
they could stand or sit, without manifesting fear or solicit- 
ing quarter. Their loss was a hundred and eighty-six killed ; 
among whom were, unfortunately, and through aci^ident, a few 
■women and children. Eighty-four women and children were 
taken prisoners, towards whom the utmost humanity was shown. 
Of the Americana, five were killed, and forty-one wounded. 
Two were killed with arrows, which on thia occasion formed a 
principal part of the arms of the Indians ; each one having a 
bow and quiver, which he used after the first lire of his gun, 
until an opportunity occurred for reloading. 

54, Having buried his dead, and provided for his wounded. 
General Cofiee, late on the. evening of the same day, united 
with the main army, bringing with him about forty prisoners. 
Of the residue, a part were too badly wounded to be removed, 
and were therefore left witli a sufficient number to take care of 
them. Those which he brought in, received every comfort and 
assistance their situation demanded, and, for safety, were imme- 
diately sent into the settlements. 

53. From the manner in which the enemy fought, the killing 
and wounding others than their warriors was not to be avoided. 
On their retreat to their village, after the commencement of the 
battle, they resorted to their block houses, and strong log 
dwellings, whence they kept up resistance, and resolutely main- 
tained the fight. Thus mingled with their women and children, 
it was impossible they should not be exposed to the general 
.danger ; and thus many were injured, notwithstattdiny eyery 
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possible precaation was taken to prevent it, la fact many of 
the women united with their warriors, and contended in the 
battle with fearless bravery. 

56. Measures were now taken to establish a permanent depot 
on the north bank of the river, at the Ten Islands, to be pro- 
tected by strong' pickettin^ and block houses ; afler which, it 
was the intentioo of Jackson to proceed along the Coosa to its 
junction with the Tallapoosa, near which it was expected the 
main force of the enemy was collected. Well knowing that it 
would detach much of the strength of his army to occupy, in his 
advance, the diSerent points necessary to the safety of his rear, 
it was desirable to unite, as soon as possible, with the troops 
from the east of Tenessee: to effect this, be again, on the 4tb, 
dispatched an express to General White, who had previously. 
.with his command, arrived at Turkey town, a Cherokee village, 
about twenty-five miles above, on the same river, ur^ng him ti> 
unite with him as BOon as possible, and again entreating him on 
the subject of provisions; to bring with him such as he bad ob 
hand, or could procure ; and, if possible, to form some certain 
arnmgement that might ensure a supply in future. 

57. Anxious to proceed, and to have his army actively and 
serviceably employed, which he believed would be practicable, 
as soon as ajunction could be effected, he again, on the morning 
of the 7tb of November, 1813, renewed his application to 
General While, who still remained at Turkey-town. 

58. As yet no certain intelligence was received of any col- 
lection of the enemy. The army was bosiiy engaged in forti- 
fying and strengthening the site fixed on for a depot, to which 
^e name of Fort Strother had been given. Late, however, on 
the evening of the 7th November, a runner arrived from Talla- 
dega, a fort of the friendly Indians, distant about thirty miles 
below, with information, that the enemy had that morning en- 
camped before it in great numbers, and would certainly destroy 
it unless immediate assistance could be afforded. Jackson con- 
fiding in the statement, determined to lose no time in extending 
the relief which was soUcited. Understanding that General 
White, agreeably to his order, was on his way to join him, he 
dispatched a messenger to meet him, directing him to reach his 
encampment in the course of the ensuing night and to protect 
it in bis'abtence. He now g^ve orders for taking up the line 
of march, with twelve hundred infantry, and eight hundred 
cavalry and mounted gun men; leaving behind the sick, the 
wounded, and all his bagga^^, with a force which was deemed 
sufficient for their protection, until the reinforcement from Tur- 
ke3'-town should arrive. " t^ " 
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69. The Trieiidly Indians, who had taken refng'e in tUs fee^ 
.sieg?d fort, had involved themselves in tboir present perilavB 
situation, frnm a disposition lo preserve their amicable relation 
:«ich the United States. To suffer them to fall a tacrifice, from 
Aoy tardiness of movement, would have been uDpardonable ; sai 
tinlefis reli^ were immediately eEtertded, it might arrive too lats. 
Acting' under these impressions, the general condaded to more 
.iastantly forward lo their assistance. By t«eke o'clock at iriglit 
everything was in readiness ; and in an hour afterwards the 
'■mny commenced crossing- the river, about a mile aboVe the 
,camp, each of tbe mounted men carrying one of the infantiT 
.behind him. The river at this {^ce was six hundred yirrde 
wide, and it being necessary to send back the horsea for the 
rCEOBioder of the infantry, seteral hours were consumed before 
_« paas^e of all the troops could be effected. NcR^rtbeleM, 
,tliot^h greatly fatigued and deprived of sleep, they -contimffid 
jthe march with animation, and by evenng had . arrived wiCbin 
six m^ag of the enemy. In tins marek, Jaokson used the'Vt- 
,most fiTeoautioB to prevent surprise.; marcbiag his army, « 
was his conatant custom, in three ccriamns, to that, by a speedy 
riHan(^Vr«<^ they might be thrown itrto such a situation as to he 
,capehle of resisting an attack from any quarter. Having jadi' 
fiiOHsly encamped his mrai on an eligible piece c^ ground, Ik 
,sent forward two of tiie friendly Indians, and & white man, vfbo 
had for many years been dbtaioed a captive iathe nafion, aitd 
.Wae now'itcting as interpreter, IOTeconai])in« the position of the 
.eneUy. About eleven •'ctodt at night .they Tetumed with M- 
..fonaatio]) that the sawages were posMd within a quarter 4X a 
.mile of the fprt, and. q>peared to be in great foroe ; hat diat 
.they Itad not been aUe to approach near enoug-L to aacertain 
.either titeir numbers or precise situation. Within an hour aSut 
.this, a runner arrived from Turkey-town, with a letter &oih 
-General White, stating, that after havii^ taken up the line of 
.march, to unite at Fort Strother, be had received orders -from 
' General Cecke to cb«ige his eewrse and proceed to the month 
. of Gbatanga creeh. It was most distressittg intaUigsnce : -tfae 
eick and woumled had been left with no cridier ca}cuIatMa f<dr 
, their safety and defence than that tliie detachment of the army, 
agFesaUy to his request, would, by advancing upon Fort Strothn, 
aerve the double pui^se of protecting his rear add Enable }iim 
.to advaAce still farther into tbe enemy's country. The ioferio- 
.ation which was how received, proved that all those ulotanr 
..anticipations were at an end, and that evils of the worst Jdnd 
Jaight be tbe oonsequenee. IntelVigeBcs so disagreeable, 
withal BO unexpected, filled the mind of^iacksoB wilti ^ 
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aiim of a serious and Hiarming-dmacter ; and dreeing' leat tba 
taeanj, by taking a diffiereot TOate, ^ould attack hh encaisp* 
nent in bis aheeaee, he determined Co lose no tima in itriagiag 
Itira to baUile. Orders were accordingly given to the odjntatit- 
gsneral lo pr^>are the line, and by four o'clock in the mommg', 
the army was agaia in moticm. Tlie iofantr; proceeded in 
tbree columns ; tlm cavalry in the same order, in the reai, with 
flankers on each ving. The advance, consistii^ o£ a con^tany 
«f larCillerists widi mndtels, two companies of riflemen, and on* 
iDf spies, marched about row hundred yards in front, under tba 
cbmmand of Colonel CarrolL inqiector-general, with orders, 
after cDuuttenciog' the action, to fail back on the centre, so aa 
to draw tlie enemy after them. At seven o'clock, having arrived 
.wiifain a mile aS the position they occupied, the coluuini vw* 
displayed in order of battle. Two hundred and &ky of tbc ca- 
valry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Dfer, were placed in the 'rear 
at the centre, as a coqiB de eessrve. The remainder of the 
UiooMted troopa.vere directed to. advance on the n^ht and Wtj 
aadi after smttrctiBg the eDemy, Ijy uniting t^e fronts of tbeit 
fioltmins, Kud ke^iiig their iear rested on the inbotry, t« 
face and'press towanli the ceno-e, so as to leave tliem no poa* 
aifciJit>f of escape. The remaiBing part of the army was ordered 
'%» move tip by iieads. of campaniei ; General Hall's brigade 
oectipj^n^ the right, and General Hobeits' the left. 
' . €6. A£eut eight o'dook, the advance having arrived wilbik 
eighty yards of cbc eneroy, who were conceded in a thick abrub- 
J)My, that dovered the maegin of a small rirulet,. received a 
bewvy fir«, which Aey inslaht^ Selumed with much spiriL 
falling 4* with the enemy, Bgrsnbly to their instructtona, they 
retired towards the coBtre; hat not betore they had diskdged 
tliem from their position. The Indians, now screaming and 
yelling hideonsW, rushed forward in the direction of General 
ilobeits' brigAde. a faw companies of .which, alarmed by their 
iBumljOTS and ydls, gave way at the first fire. Jacksco, to fill 
the chasm which "«ai thsa create,, directed the r^mant ootn* 
snanded by CtAoaei Bradley, to be moved \xp, which, from sdih 
unaccaUntablc cause, had fuled lo advanoe io a line with tiM 
'Others, and now: occupied a position in rear of the centre: 
-firadley, however, to whom this order was given by one of tbe 
.staff, omitted to execute it in tinie, alleging, he was determined 
to Mlnatn on the eminence which he then possessed, nnlil im 
«hooU be ^proufaecf and attacked by the enemy. Owingt* 
this failuic in the volnnteer regiment, it became neceesacy li 
dismoant tbevee^rva, which, with graat finnaeiffi, met. the .(^ 
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proBch of the enemy, who were rapidljr moviBg" in this directio». 
The retreating militia, somewhat mortified at teeAag their placet 
BO promptly supplied, rallied, and, recoveriag' their former posi- 
tion in the line, aided in checking the advance of the savages. 
The action now became general along the line, and in fifteen 
ninutea the Indians were seen fleeing in every direction. On 
the leii, they were met and repulsed by the mounted riflemen ; 
but on the right, owing to the halt of Bradley's r^ment, which 
iras intended to occupy the extreme r^ht, and to the cnnmm- 
stance of Colonel Allcom, who commanded one of the wings of 
the cavalry, having taken too krge a cu^mit, a considen^e 
space was left between the infantry and the cavalry, throng 
which numbers escaped. The fight was maintained with great 
spirit and effect on hotfa sides, as welt before as after the retreat 
commenced ; nor did the pursuit and slau^ter terminate until 
the mountains wero reached, at the distance of three miles. 

61. Jaclison, in his report of this action, bestows high com- 
mendation on the officers and soldiers. " Too much praise," 
lie observes, in the close of it, " cannot be bestowed on the ad- 
vance, led by Colonel Carroll, for the spirited manner in which 
they commenced and sustained the attack; nor upon the reserve, 
commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel Dyer, for the gallantry with 
which they met and repulsed the enemy. In a word, officers of 
every grade, as well as privates, realized the high expectations 
1 had formed of them, and merit the gratitude of their country." 

62. In this battle, the force of the enemy was one Uiousand 
and eighty, of whom two hundred and ninety-nine were left 
dead on the ground ; and it is believed that many were killed 
in the flight, who were not found when the estimate was made. 
Probably few escaped unhurt. Their loss on this occasion, as 
Slated since by themselves, was not less than six hundred : that 
of the Americans was fifteen killed, and eighty woundad, several 
■of whom afterwards died. Jackson, after collecting his dead 
and wounded, advanced his army beyond the fort, and encamped 
for the night. The Indians, who had been for several days dmt 
np hy the besiegers, thus fortunately liberated from the most 
dreadful apprehensions, and severest privations, having for some 
time been entirely without water, received the army with all 
the demonstrations of gratitude that savages could give. Their 
manifestations of joy for their deliverance, presented an inter- 
esting and affecting spectacle. Their feara had been already 
greatly excited, for it was the very day when they were to have 
been assaulted, and when every soul within the fort most hare 
perished. All the provisions they could spare, from their scanty 
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Stock, they sold to the g:eoeral. who, purchasing with his own 
money, digtributed them amongst the soldiers, who were almost 
destitutfi. 

63. It was with great regret that Jackson now found he was 
vithout the means of availing himself fully of the advantag'es of 
his victory ; but the condition of his poals in the rear, and the 
want of ppovisiona, (having left his encampment at Fort Strother 
with little more than one day's rations.) compelled him to re-^ 
tarn ; thas giving the enemy time to recover the consternation 
of their first defeat, and to re-assemble their forces. 

64.' The cause which prevented General White from acting 
in obedience to his order, and arriving at the Ten Islands at a 
moment when it was so important, and when it was so confidently 
expected, was as yet anknown ; the only certainty upon the 
subject was, that for the present it wholly thwarted his views, 
and laid him under the necessity of returning. This mystery, 
hitherto inexpliciU)le, was sometime after explained, by a view 
of (he order of General Cocke, under which While, being b 
brigadier in his division, chose to act, rather than under Jack- 
son's. General Cocke stated to him, he had understood Jackson 
had crossed the Coosa, and had an engagement with the Indians, 
" I have formed a council of officers here, and proposed these 
questions : — shall we follow him, or cross the river, and pro- 
ceed to the Creek settlements on the Tallapoosa P — Both were 
decided unanimously, that he should not be followed, but that 
we should proceed in the way proposed." He remarked, that 
the decision had met his entire approbation ; and directed White 
forthwith to unite with him at his encampment, where he should 
wait, fortifying it strongly for a depot, until he should arrive. 
" If," said he, " we follow CJeneral Jackson and his army, we 
must suffer for supplies ; nor can we expect to gain a victory. 
Let us then take a direction in which we can share some of the 
dangers and g^lories of the field. You will employ pilots, and 
advise me which side of the river you wilt move up." In this, 
af in every other measure, it seemed to be the studied aim of 
Cocke, to thwart the views and arrest the successes of Jackson ; 
and perhaps jealousy, in no inconsiderahie degree, was the 
moving spring to his conduct. Both were major-generals, from 
the state of Tenneasee, sent on the same important errand to 
dieck an insolent foe, who had [H^Gtised the most cruel and- 
unprovoked outrages. Which of them should share the " dan- 
gers and glories of the fl^,'' or obtain its laurels, was not so- 
important to the country, as by acting in concert and bannoay, 
endeaTonrii^ to accoiniriisb the grand object of terminating tli»' 
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war, aod restoring trafiqiiillity to the froBtiem. Iitetioaal, aoA 
not individual advanceineat, was tbe object in earryia^ &□ army 
into th(! field ; and the best and most effectual means trf secnr- 
ing tbis, every officer, «elmg^ on liberal pnocipiei, shoald have 
constantly held in vievf r tbe interest and repose of (lie couatn-,- 
BOt tJieir individual advancemetii:. was tbe end to be altainsd. 

65. Hawing buried hiadeftd «itb all due honour, aoid providett 
littera for the wounded, be reluctantly oammeneed hie cetum 
furch on tbe-mocniof succeeding t^ battle. He eonSden% 
hoped, from tbe praviouB aauirMicea of th« contractors, tiat by 
tiw tine of his return to Fort Strotber sufficient Bupi^ieB w«ild 
have arrived there; but, to bis iwnpfesuble uneoainess, ba' 
found that nM a particle bad been forvuxled there tiiice ins 
d^arture, and that what had been left was already constlKed. 
Even hie private Btorea brought on at bis own expaRGe, and 
V^n which he and his sUiff had hiiherto wJiolly subaisted, bad 
been in his absence distributed auott^ tbe sick by tbe ho^ital 
wi^eon, wlio had been previously instrneled to do eo, if 
tl^ wants sboald require it. A fsw dozen biicnjti wbich 
nmained on bis return, were given to buogry appdieants, without 
bMDgtaatedbyhinH^orfaatily, who were prubatoJy not tMs-fanng^ 
tbta tbote who were tbus relWed- A scaaty suf^Iy oi ijuliAer- 
ent beef taken from tlie enemy . of punihaeeii iif tlt» CI>erokee8, 
was now tbe only support affiKded. Thus left deetitute. Jack- 
ton, with tbe utijioat cheerfulness of bemper, repaired to tbe 
buHock pen ; and of tlie o&l than tkvwn away provided for 
kimi^f and staff, wiMt lie was pieaafid to cell, and seemed really 
to tkink, a vwy caarfijrtaWe r^ast. Tripes, bowefer, hastily 
pinxided in a casipb witbout braud or seaeoatiig, can only- be 
|ia}atable to an appetite very hi§:b wbelted ; yet this constittiUd' 
f«r sevaral ds^s ch» o«ly diet at head quarters, dvHug whiob 
tiioe the genetal seeaed entirely wetslied vtth bis fare. Nct- 
titec tlus, noe tbe libaral <fonaUons by vhieb he ttif&rniebed 
btnia^ to relieve the suffsriag sejdier, deeervei; to be atctibed 
tB> oetentstiion or design : tbe oae Sowed kom. benevolance, ch» 
•tber from neeeesUy, aiad:ade«ire! to pbwe befoTe liis meo an 
«luca|de-of patience a»A tufiwiflg, vrfaieb he felt «ig^ be Mcest- 
>Kry. iatd hoped nugbt bet aecviceabla. Of these two iqipvta- 
tieiu) D0 bunan bemg, invested wkb rank awl power, was ever - 
ipMe deserredly free. Cbani^ in himij a wmm wtdamtve 
pn^neity <^ Ike heart, urging him, by a« instaotwieous- 
iB^nl■e, tftireliave the wanbi of the dtetreevedv wttlaotM n^ard- 
iM^ «r eren thinltinc c^ tbe emae^neMSf.. Many of tboee to 
v^« it ««a~«KlKBM bad a» efinmiMMn of the eooMc ikat. 
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tmpfivA tlKin, and belieTCd the comforts the^ received were,' 
indeed, drawn frtun store« providtd tor the hospital departoient. 
' 66, On thw cimpaig'D, a soldiw one nwrning, «ith a wo- 
bagane covutetiance, approu^bed the general, slating that he' 
va« nearly stwved, tkM he bad no^ng to eat, and cuuM not 
unagioewhat he should do. He waatbetnaceencoaraged tocom-' 
^ma. fram peiccivin^ that tha ^neral, who had seated himself 
at ^ root of a tree, wuiting ihe coming' up of the rear of the 
anuf, wai bneily engaged in eatiopi; something^. The pont fel- 
lew was inifireMed witb the belief, from what he saw, that w«at - 
Old; ottaAfaed to the aoldiera ; and that the officers, particubrty • 
tb>e guaeral, wecc. liberty and welt wpplied. He accordingly ' 
a^irQacliBi hini with great cooMence of being reticTed ; Jack- 
swi tald him, that it had always been a rale with him never to 
tom awajc a hungry man when it was in his power to relieve - 
bin. 1 will meet cbeerfally, said he, divide with yon what I 
have ; and putting hit h^nd to hts pocket, drew forth a few 
aooens, from wbaeb ha had been feasting, adding, it was- the 
best and only face he had. The soldier seemed ranch surprised, ' 
aadfix'iiMntbck'cnlated amongst his comrades tliat their genercj 
ma sctaally. aabsiatiog upon acorn*, and rbat they ought hence 
aannre to complain. Frma tliia circumstance' was derived tbe- 
sKiry heretofore puUisbed to the world, that Jackson, about the 
period of his greoWst soferio;, and with a vi«w to inspirit (hera, 
had inxited his officers to diiMwitb him, and presentetl for their- 
r^oat water and a tray of acorns, 

67. But while General Jaekaon mmainad wholly unmoved - 
bj his own prnottoBs, be was Med with solicitude and cencem 
for his amy. His utaeit euwiiont, anceastnerly applied, w«r« ' 
ikaufficisBt to veKOve the safferings to whteh he saw theia ' 
exyoaedi asd although they wera by no means so great as were-' 
rc^ewntad, yet vera they uado^rtedly ineh as to be seesib^r 
aBdKVNcliyfek. Discontents, and adeaireureturnhMne, arose, 
aed pieMMly spread through the ceaitp ; and these were still 
fuEther emhtliMed end augneMad bj> tbs arts of a Dm dengw* 
ini; oflhera, who, bcAisviiig that tbe canpaijrn would now break - 
uy, ht)ped tavake themsetvee popular on the rattirn, by encou- ' 
ragng and takiB§r pat in tbe conplaHMi of the soldiery. It i* 
aiaiitgMlar &et. tjut Iboee oOcet* who prMended on- this ocot- 
aioB 10 £wL mmM stnaiUy for the want! of the army, and wbv 
CMAiwd. MM! afcetoiA^ to iMtigtie it t» Tavoli, bad- ■amw- 
fh— plwfc faaeo wiA w t prwiaieDs; and wcne, at that very 
iMHa&tt ei^efiDf itMitamttiaa^imkm ir««U bai« Mliewd the-' 
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diBtTesset of many, had it been as genwonsly and freely distri- 
buted as vere their woids of advice and condolence. 

68. During' this period of scarcity and discontent, small quui- 
tities of supplies were occasionally forwanJed by the contractors, 
but not a sufficiency for present want, and still less to remove 
the apprehensions that were entertained for the future. At 
length, revolt be^an to show itself openly. The officers and 
soldiers of the militia, collecting in their tents and talking over 
their ^evances, determined to yield up their patriotism and to 
abandon the camp. To this measure, there were good eviden- 
ces for believing that several of the officer* of the old volunteer 
corps exerted themselves clandestinely, and with great industry. 
to instigate them; looking upon themselves somewhat in the 
light of veterans, from the discipline they had acquired in the 
expedition to the lower country, they were unwilling to be seen 
foremost in setting an example of motiny, and wished to make 
the defection of others a pretext for their own. 

69. Jackaon, apprized of their determination to abandon himi 
resolved to oppose it, and, at all hasard, to prevent a departure. 
In the morning, when they were to carry their intentions into 
execution, he drew up the volunteers in front of them, witb 
positive commanda to prevent their progress, and compel them 
to return to their former position in the camp. The militia 
seeing this, and fearing the consequences of persisting in their 
purpose, at once abandoned it, and returned to their quarters 
without further murmuring ; extolling, in the highest terms, the 
unalterable firmness of the general-. 

70. The next day, however, presented a siDgular scene. Tlie 
volunteers, who the day before had been the instruments for 
compelling the militia to return to their dnty, seeing the 
destruction of those hopes on which they had lately built, in 
turn be^n themselves to mutiny. Their opposition to the 
departure of the militia was hut a mere pretence to escape sus- 
picion, for they silently wished them success. They now deter- 
mined to move off in a body, believing, from the known disaffec-' 
tioD in the camp, that the general could find no mean* to prs- r 
vent it. What was their surprise, however, when on aitcmptia^ 
to effectuate their resolves, ihey found the same men, whom , 
they had so lately opposed, occupying the very position which 
tfaey had done the day previous for a similar purpose, and mani- : 
festiug a fixed detflnniiutioa to obey the orders of their general I ' 
All they veiAired to do was to take the example through : . and* .■ 
like them, move back ia peace aad quietoBM to their quarter*. 
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Tliis was a curious change of circumstaoces, when We coosider 
in how short a time it happened ; but the cotiduct of the mili- 
tia, on this occaaian, muitt be ascribed to the iogeDuity and 
jnanagement of the gvoeral, and to the gratification they felt ia 
Jieing able to defeat the views of those who had so lately thwarted 
their own. To this may be also added the consciousoeu all 
Buust have entertained, that the privatione of which they com- 
plained were far less grievoui than they had represented them ; 
by no meana sufficient to justify revolt, and not greater tbaa 
patdoti might be expected to hear without a murmur, when 
objects of such high consideration were before tbem. But anx- 
iouB to return to their families and kindred, — wearied of their 
^difficulties and sufferings, and desirous to recount the brilliant 
exploits of their first battle, they seized with eagerness every 
pretest for exoneration, and listened with too much docility to 
the fepresentationa of those who were influenced by less honour- 
able feelings. Having many domestic considerations to attend 
to — (he first ebullition of resentment being cooled, and the first 
impulse of curiosity gratified, there were no motives to retaia 
Ahem in the field but a remaining sense of honour, and a fear of 
.disgrace and punishment should they abandon their post without 
M cause. But ^though these motives were sufficient for the 
jtreseot, those who were governed by them did not cease to 
wish that a more plausible apology might offer for dispensioy 
'^th their operation. The militia continued to show a much 
more obedient and patriotic disposition than the volunteers c 
•who, having adopted a course which they discovered must 
'finally involve them in dishonour, if it should fail, were exceed- 
■iagly anxious for its succest, and that it might have the aj^ear- 
Ance of being founded on justice. On this subject the preten- 
sions of the cavalry were certainly much better established ; as 
they were entirely without forage, and without the prospect oC 
ipeedily obtaining any. They petitioned, therefore, to be per- 
mitted to return into the settled parts of the country, pledging 
themselves, by their platoon and field officers, that if sufficient 
time were allowed to recruit the exhausted state of their horses, 
And to procure their winter clothing, they would return to the 
performance of their duty whenever called on. The general. 
iiuiaUe from many causes to prosecute the campaign, and Cob- 
:fiding^ in the aasorance given, granted the prayer of their petH 
Cion, and they immediately set out on their return. 

7t. About this time. General Jackson's proipect of beinff 
able to maintain the cooquesta he bad tniide, b^^ to be 
cbwred bj letten jiut receivrd from the contncson «ad jwioBi- 
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}ial va gun -master, statiDg- that «ufEdent supplies for the army 
'Were then od tbe road, and would shortly arrive ; but discon- 
tests, to aa alarming^ degree, still prevailed ia hia camp. T» 
allay them, if possible, hehastefied to lay before the dinisian the 
information and letters he had received ; and, at the same time, 
invited the field and platoon officers to his quarters, to consult 
on the measures proper to be pursued. Having' assembled 
them, and well knowing; that the flame of discontent which bad 
BO lately shown itself, was only for the present smothered, and 
tnig'bt yet burst forth in serious injury, he addressed them In an 
animated speech, in which he extolled tlieir patriotism and 
achievements ; lamented the privations to which they had been 
cnpoaed, and endeavoured to reanimate them by the prospect of 
speedy relief, which he expected with confidence on the follow, 
ingday. He spobeof the immense impM-tanceof the conquests 
they had already made, and of the dreadful consequences that 
must result, should they be now abandoned. " Wliat," conti- 
nued he, " is the present situation of our camp ? a number of 
«ur fellow soldiers are wounded, and unable to help themselves. 
Shall it be said that we are so lost to humanity as to leave them 
in this condition P Can any one, under these circumstances and 
under these prospects, consent to an abandonment of the camp ; 
of all that we have acquired in the midst irf so many difficulties, 
{vivationG, and dang;ers ; of what it will cost us so much to 
regain ; of what we never can r^ain,— 'Our brave wounded 
companions, who will be murdered by our unthinking, unfeeling 
inhumanity ? Surely there can be none such ! No ; we will 
-take with us, when we go, our wounded and sick. They must 
Dot — shall not perish by our cool-blooded indifference. But 
■why ahowld you despond ? I do not, and yet your wants are not 
gf eater than mine. To be sure we do not live sumptuously : 
but no one has died of hunger, or is likely to die : and then bow 
Unimaling are our pro^iects ! Large supplies are at Deposit, 
and already are ofBcers dispatched to hasten them on. Wagom 
are on the way ; a large number of beeves are in the neighbour- 
hood ; and detachments are oat to bring' them in. All these 
i«Bouroes surely cannot fail. 1 have no wish to starve yon — 
SOm to deceive you. Stay contentedly ; and if luppUes do not 
wrive within two days, we will all inarch beck together, and 
-throw the blame of onr fitilure where it should properly lie>^; 
nntil then wa certainty have the means of subsisting ; and if we 
Ve compelled to beu privations, let us remember that they are 
borne for o«r oonntry, and are not greater th^ awny — perhaps 
-aMMt.anaiw hare beeiL ompeUsil to endipv. I have caUad 
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7'i. Having retired to. tlieir tenta, and deliberated on th^ 
^BfiMuras iDOflt proper to be adopted in thi« emei^eocy, the 
oficers of the volunteer brigade cajue to the coDcLuBion. that 
'" nethtng short of marchiDg' the army immediately back to tb# 
aettletneots could prevent those difficulties and that disgrace 
which must attend a forcible desBrtion of the camp by his eol- 
diere." The officers of the militia detenained diScrently, and 
retorted a willingneas to maintain tba post a few days longer, 
that it might be ascertained whether or not a sufficiency of pro- 
vinons could really be had. " if it can, let us proceed with the 
campaigD — if not, let us be marched back to where it can be 
procured." The general, who greatly preferred the latter opi- 
aion, nevertheless, to aUay excitement, was disposed to grad^ 
thoie who speared unwilling to submit to further hardships; 
Will pitb this view ordered General Hall to march his brigade 
to Fcrt Deposit; and, after satisfying their wants, to return and 
.act as an escort to the provisions. The second regiment, bow* 
AVer, unwilling to be outdone by the militia, consented to 
fsmaia ; and the first proceeded alone. On this occasion he 
could not forbear to remark, that men for whom he had ever 
cherished so warm an affection, and for whom he would at all 
times bave made any sacrifice, deaiiing to abandon him at a 
xooment when their presence was so particularly necessary, filled 
him with emotions which the strongest language was too feeble 
to eiprets. " I waa prepared," be continued, " to endure eveij 
evil but disgrace ; and this, as 1 never can submit to myself, J 
can give no encouragement to in others." 

73. Two day* had elapsed since the d^tarture of the volua- 
teers, and suf^liea had not arrived. The militia, with great 
earnestness, now demanded a performance of the pledge that 
bed been ^ven— that they should be marched back to the set- 
tlemenU, Jackson, oo giving them an assurance that thev 
should return, if r^ef did not reach them in two days, had 
indulged a confidence that it would certainly arrive by that time; 
and now, from the informalion he had received, felt more than 
■ever certain that it could not be far distant. Having, however, 
pledged himaelf, be could use no a^uments or entreaties to 
detain them any longer, and immediately took measures for 
.complying with their wishes and the promise he had made them. 
ThiB was to him a moment of the deepest dejection. He fore- 
MV how difficult it wouU he evec to accomplish the object upon 
c2 - c^■^ 
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vliicb bis Heart was so devoutly fixed, should he lou tbe mett 
vrho were now with him ; or even to regain the cooquesta he 
had made, if hia present posts should fall into the hands of ths 
ienemy. While thus poadering on the gloomy prospect, he 
lifted up his bands and exclaimed, with a look and manneP 
vhich showed how much he felt — " If only two men will remain 
with me, t will oever abandon Uiis post." Captain GordoD, of 
the ^ies, facetiously replied, "You have one, general, let us 
look if we can't find another;" and immediately, with a seal 
suited to the occasioD, undertook, with some of the general 
staff, to raise volunteers ; and in a little while succeeded in pre 
curing one hundred and nine, who declared a determination to 
remain and protect tbe post. Thegeneral, greatly rejoiced that 
lie would not be compelled to an entire abandonment of hia 
position, now set out towards Deposit with tbe remainder of tbe 
army, who were given disiinctly to understand, that on meeting 
supplies tbey were to return and prosecute tbe campaign. This 
Whs an event which, as it had been expected and foretold ,.eoon 
took place : tbey had not proceeded more than ten or twelve 
miles, when tbey met a hundred and fifty beeves ; but a sight 
which gave to Jackson so much satisfaction, was to them the 
most disagreeable and unwelcome. Their faces being now 
turned towards home, no spectacle could be more hateful than 
one wbicb was to change their destinatiou, Tbey were baited ( 
and having satisfied their hungry appetites, the troops, with tbe 
exception of such as were necessary to proceed with the sick 
and wounded, were ordered to return to the cncampmeDt — be 
himself intending to see the coatraetors, and establish mora 
efiectual arrangements for the future. So great was their aver- 
sion to returning, that they preferred a violation of their duty 
and their pledged honour. Low murmurings raaalong tbe lines, 
and presently broke out into open mutiny. In spite of tbe oider 
ihey had received tbey began to revolt, and one company was 
^reody moving off in a direction towards home. They had 
proceeded some distance btton information of their departure 
was had by Jackson. Irritated at their conduct, in attempting 
to violate the promise tbey had g^ren, and knowing that the 
success of future operations depended on the result, tbe general 
pursued, until he came near a part of his staff and a few sol- 
diers, who, with General Cofiee, bad hailed about a quarter of 
a mile ahead. He ordered tbem to form immediately across the 
Toad, and to fire on tbe mutineers if tbey attempted to proceed. 
"Snatching up their arms, these faithful adherents presented a 
fi:<iMit, which threw the deserters into affri^t, and caused then 
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to retreat precipitately to the main body. Here it was hoped 
the matter would endj and that no further opposition would be 
made to returning. This expectation was not realized ; a muti- 
nous temper began presently to display itself throug'hout tha 
whole bri^de. Jackson huving left bis aid-de-camp. Major Reid, 
engaged in making up some dispatches, had gone out alone, 
amongst his troops, who were at some distance ; on his arrival, 
he found a much more extensive mutiny than that which had 
just been qneiled. : Almost the whole brigade had put itself into 
an attitude for moving forcibly off. A crisis had arrived ; and, 
feeling its importance, he determined to take no middle ground, 
but to triumph or perish. He was still without the use of hia 
left arm ; hut seizing a musket, and resting it on the n>ack of 
his horse, he threw himself in front of the column, and threat- 
ened Co shoot the first man who should attempt to advance, la 
this situation he was found by Major Reid and General Coffee ; 
who, fearing from the length of his absence, that some disturb- 
ance had arisen, hastened where he was, and placing themselves 
by his side, awaited the result in anxious expectation. For 
many minutes the column preserved & sullen, yet hesitating 
attitude, fearing to proceed in their purpose, and disliking to 
abandon iL la the mean time, those who remained faithful to 
tfaeir duty, amounting to about two companies, were collected 
and formed at a short distance in advance of the troops and in 
rear of the general, with positive directions to imitate his exam- 
ple in firing if they attempted to proceed. At length, finding 
no one bold enough to advance, and overtaken by those feara 
which In the hour of peril always beset persons engaged in what 
they know to be a bad cause, they abandoned their purpose, and 
turning quietiy round, agreed to return to their posts. It is 
very certain, that but for the firmness of tlie general, at this 
critical moment, the campaign would have been broken up, and 
most jirobably not commenced again. 

74. Shortly after the battle of Talladega, the Hillabee tribes, 
«ho had been, the principal eufferera on that occasion, applied 
to General Jackson for ppace ; declaring their willingness to 
receive it on such terms as he might be pleased to dictate. His 
decision had been already returned, stating to them that his 
(^emment hul taken up arms, to bring to a proper sense of 
duty a people to whom she had ever shown the utmost kind- 
nesi, and who, nevertheless, had committed against her citizens 
the most unprovoked depredations ; and that she would lay 
them down only when certain that this object was attained. 
*' Upoa tfaote," Gontiausd he, "who are ditposed to become 
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d^endiy, I nritber wish nor iatsfd to mdce var'; bot'tlte7 nra^ 
tSarA evidences of the sincerity of their profamioiis ; the pn-' 
goners aikl property tliey hi.<ra taken from us, and the friendlj 
Creeks, must be restored ; the instigators of the war, and the- 
nrarderers of our citizens, mnst be surrendsFed ; the latter must 
And will be made to feel the force of oar reseotment. Lod^ 
shall tbcy reinexiber Fort Mimraa in bitteroess and tears." 

75. Having stated to General Cocke, whose diviMon was act- 
ing in this section, of the nadon, the propoeitionB that had been 
made by the Hillabee clans, with the answer he liad relumed, 
and urged hira to detach to Fort Strother sis handred of his. 
men, to aid in the defence of that place during hia absence, ai^ 
in the operatiMis he intended to resume od his renim, he pro- 
ceeded to Deposit and Utto's laoding, wiiere the most effectual 
means in bis power were taken with the contractors for ohtaiS' 
ing regular supplies in future. They were required to furnish, 
immediately thirty days rations at Fort Strother, tbrty at Talla- 
dega, and as many at the junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa ; 
two littndred psckhorses and forty wagons were put in requisi- 
tion to facilitate their transportation. Understandinj; now that 
the whole detachment from Tennessee had, by the presid^jtH 
been received into the service of the United States, be pM-> 
suaded himself that the difficulties he had heretofore enconi^ 
tered would not recar, and that the want of supplies would nob 
again be a cause of impeding his operations. He now looked 
Fbrward, with sanguine expectations, to the speedy accomplish- 
ment of the objects of the expedition. 

- 76. The volunteers, who were at Deposit, began to manifest 
the same unwillingness to return to their duty that the miliiiEt 
had done, and were about to break out into the same spirit of 
mutiny and revolt ; but were restrained by an animated address 
ef the general, who, having assembled them togetlier, painted^ 
in the most glowing colours, all the consequences that were ta 
be apprehended, if, from any defalcation of theirs, the campaign 
should be abandoned, or in^ectually prosecuted. By thia 
tneans, he succeeded once more in restoring quietMsi to hia 

77. He now set out on his return to Fort Strother, and wm 
deligfited to find, by the progress of tlv works, the induatcj 
that had been used' in his absence. But tbe sati^actkin he iAt, 
and the hopes he began to cherish, were <rf short continusncu 
Although he had succeeded in stilling the tumult of tbe volnn* 
teen, and in prevailing on them to return to tbeir p<»ta. it was 
Boon disconrered behadBotcpadicated diairdesp-cooiadamnka 
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to a further prosecution of the war. Nothing; is more difficult 
tlian to reanimate men who have once lost their spirits, or inspire 
-with new ardour those in whom it has lately become extinct. 
Even where the evils, which produced the chan^, are removed, 
•apologies will be sodght, and pretexts seized, for justiffing' and 
preserviog' the present tone uf mind. The volunteers who had 
so lately clamoured about bread, now, when they were no longer 
hungry, began to clamour, with equal earnestness, about their 
tenn of service. Having lately made an effort to forsake the 
drudgery of ttie field, and failed, they were disposed to avail 
themselves of any pretexts, seemingly plausible, to obtain suc- 
cess. They insisted that the period for which they had under-. 
token to act would end on the 10th of December, that bein;. 
tiie termination of a year from the day they had first entered- 
into service ; and although they had been a greater part of the . 
lime disengaged, and unemployed, that recess was nevertheless 
to be taken into the computation. Jackson replied, that tho 
l^w of congress, under which they bad been' tendered and ac- 
cepted, requiring one year's service out of two, could contem- 
^te nothing less than an actual service of three hundred and 
sixty-five days ; and, until that were perfurmed, he could not, 
unless specially authorized, undertake to discharge them. But 
a^ this was a question not Ukely to be settled hy argument, and 
as the consequences were easily to be foreseen, if ihey sboidd 
persist in their demands, thegeneral began to think of providii^ 
other means for a continuance of the campaign, that, even ia . 
the worst extreme, he might not be unprepared to act. Order- 
ing Getieral Robert* to return, and fill up the deficiencies in his , 
brigade, he now dispatched Colonel Carroll and Major Searcyi 
one of his aida-de-camp, into Tennessee, to raise volunteers, 
for six months, or during the campaign j writing, at the same, 
time, to many respectable characters, he exhorted them to con- 
tribute all their assistance to the accomplishment of thb object.. 
To a letter, just received from the Reverend Gideon Blackbivn. 
assuring him that volunteers from Tennessee would eagerly 
hasten to his relief, if they knew their services were wanted, ha 
. replied, " Reverend Sir, — Your letter has been just received: 
I thaak you for it ; 1 thank you most sincerely. It arrived at » 
moment, when ray spirits needed such a support. 

78. " I left Tennessee with an army, brave, 1 believe, as an^ 
general ever commanded. 1 have seen them in battle, and my 
opinion of their bravery is not changed. But tbeir fortitude — 
on this too I relied — has been too severely tested. Perhaps ( 
was wrong, in believing that nothing but death could conquer 
the spirits of brave men. I am sure 1 was ; for my men, t 
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luow, are brave ; yet privatians have rendered tbem discoD- 
tented :— that ie enough. The expeditiou roust nevertheless b» 
prosecuted to a successful terminatiaii. New volunteers must be- 
raised, to cnndudo vliat has been so auspiciously begun by the- 
old ones. Gladly would I save these men from themselves, and 
insure them a harvest which they have sown ; but if they will 
abandon it to others, it roust be so. 

79. " You are good enough to sav, if I need yoDr aesist-- 
ance, it will be cheerfully afforded : i do need it greatly. Th& 
influence you possess over the minds of men is great and well- 
fouD^ecF, and can never be better applied than in summoning 
volunteers to the defence of their country, their liberty, and 
their religion. While we fight the savage, who roakes war only 
because he delights in blood, and who has gotten hia booty 
when be has scalped his victim, we are, through hira, contend, 
ing against an enemy of more inveterate character, and deeper 
design^who would demolish a fabric ceroented by the blood of 
our fathers, and endeared to us by all the happiness we enjoy. 
So far as my exertions can contribute, the purposes, both of the 
savage and his instigator, shall be defeated ; and so far as yours, 
can, 1 hope — 1 know, they wilt be employed, I have saidenougb. 
—I want roen, and want them iromediately." 

80. Anxious to prosecute the campaign as soon as possibls, 
that by employing his troops actively, he might dispel from their 
ininds tbose discontents so frequently roanifested, he wrote ta 
General Cocke, desiring and ui^ng him to unite with him, im- 
mediately, at the Ten Islands, with fifteen hundred men. He as- 
sured him that the mounted roen, who bad returned to the set- 
tteroents for subsistence, and to recruit their horses, would arrive 
by the 12th of the month. He wished to commence his operations 
directly, " knowing they would be prepared for it, and well know- 
ing they would require it," " 1 am astonished," he continued, 
" to hear that your supplies continue deficient. In the name or 
God, what are the contractors doing, and about what are tbey en- 
gaged ? Every letter 1 receive from Governor Blount, assures me- 
I am to receive plentiful supplies from them, and seems to take. 
for granted, notwithstanding al! I have said to the contrary, that- 
tbey have been hitherto regularly furnished. Considering the- 
generous loan the State has made for this pnrpose, and the 
ftcility of procuring bread stuffs in East Tenneeaee, and of 
transporting tbem by water io Fort Deposit, it is to me wholly 
linaccovntable that not a pound has ever arrived at that place. 
This evil must continue no longer — it must be remedied.. 
I expect, therefore, and through you must require, that iu. 
twenty days they furnish at Deposit every necessary supply." 
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81. Whilst these measures were taking, tlie volanteera, 
tbrough several of their nflicers, were preesin^ on the conn- 
deration of the g'eneral, the eipiration of their terra of service, 
and claiming to be discharged on the 10th of the moatli. 
]i^om the colonel who comnianded the second regiment, he re- 
ceived a letter, dated the 4th of December, 1813, in which was 
attempted to be detailed their whole ground of complaint. 
He began by statins', that painful aa it was, he, nevertheless, 
felt himself bound to disclose an important and unpleasant 
truth; that, on the 10th, the service would be deprived of the' 
raiment he commanded. He seemed to deplore, with great 
sensibility, the scene that would be' exhibited on that day, 
should opposition be made to their departure ; and still more 
sensibly, the consequences that would result from a disorderljr 
abandonment of the camp. He stated they had all considered. 
themselves finally discharged on the 20th of April, 1813, and 
never knew to the contrary, until Jhey saw bis order of th» 
S4th of September, 1813, requiring them to rendezvous at 
Fayetteville, on the 4th of Ociober, 1813 ; for the first time, 
they then learned that they owed further services, their dis- 
charge to the contrary notwithstanding. " Thus situated, 
there was considerable opposition to the order ; on which tho- 
officers generally, as I am advised, and I know myself in par- 
ticular, gave it as an unequivocal opinion, that their term of 
service would terminate on the 10th of December, 1813, 

82. " They therefore look to their general, who holds their 
confidence, for an honourablu discharge on that day ; and that, 
in every respect, he will see that justice be done them. They 
r^ret that their particular situations and circumstances require 
them to leave their general at a time when their services are: 
important to the common cause. It would be desirable," he 
continued, "that those men who have served with honour, 
should be honourably dischai^d, and that they should return 
to their families and friends without even the semblance of dis- 
grace ; with their general they leave it to place them in that 
■itoaiion. They have received him as an affectionate father, 
'Whilst they have honoured, revered, and obeyed him ; but, 
having devoted a considerable portion of their time to the 
service of their country, by which their domestic concerns are 
greatly deranged, they wish to return, and attend to their own 

' 83. Althongh this communication announced the determina- 
tbn of only a part of the volunteer brigade, he had already 
aboDdact evMtence that the defection was but too general. 
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^wiiifiAikiee ^icfa thegener^ had heretofcM^ beep comfpelled to 
•Bcounlcr, from the discontents of his troop*, might well ioducft 
bim to r^ret that a spirit of iuHibordioation should agtda, 
Ibreateo to appear in hi« camp. That he might, if powibbi, 
pnvent it, he hastened to la; before them the error and impra- 
piiMf of thsir views, and the coaseqaeaces involved, Bhould tbej^ 
penist in their purpoM. 

. 84. " I know not," he ahserved, " what scenes will be sxhio 
bited on the 10th instant, ncH- what consequeocaa ara to flow 
from them here or elsewhere ; hutaa I shall have the ooBBcioiUf 
neis that they are not imputabie to any misconduct of miBe,, 
I trast I shall have the firmness not to ^rink from a diechBrga, 
of my duly. It will be well, however, for those who intend, 
to become actors in thoae scenes, and who are about to hazardi 
so much on the correctness of their opinions, to examine befor«^ 
hand, with great caution and delibemtion, the grounds on whidti 
tbeir pretensions rest. Are they founded on any fulse ataur— 
anceB of mine, or upon any deception tl)at has been practiwd 
towards them P Was not the act of congress, under whioh they^ 
are engaged, directed, by my general order, to be read, and. 
expounded to them before they encolled themsetvesP That 
order will testify, and aa will the recollection of every genaral- 
officer of my division. It is not pretended, that those who now-, 
datm to be dischajg^d, were not legally and fairly enrolled 
under the act of congress of the 6th of February, 1812, Hava. 
they performed the service required of them by that act, and 
which they then solemnly undertook to perform ? That re--, 
quired one year's service out of two, to be computed from tiie 
day of rendesvous, unless they should be sooner disciiai^ed.. 
Has one year's service been performed P This cannot be seii- 
ooily pretended. Have they then been discharged p It is 
said they have, and by me. To account for so extraordinary 
a belief, it may be necessary to take a review of past circum-^ 
stances. 

: 85. " More than twelve montlis hare elapsed wnce we were 
i^led upon to avenge the injured rig-hts of our coantry. We 
obeyed the call ! In the midst of bai'dships, which none but 
those to whom Uberly is dear could have borne without a muE- 
mur, we descended the MissisGippi. It was believed our servicM- 
, were wanbed in the prosecution of the just war in which our 
country was engaged, and we were prepared to render them. . 
But, though we were disappointed in our expectations, we 
established Cor Tennessee a name which will long do her honour, r 
At length, wa recei\^a letter from the seeretai^ of war dirptti- ^ 
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istg oar ditmiwieH. You w^ recolleot UteciEctimstaneeB o£ 

wrsEchedness in which this order vaa calculaled to place lU. 
By it, we wwe deprived of every article of puhlic property ; 
BO proviskm vm made for the payment of our troopa, or their 
■ubeiBtence on their return march ; whilst many of our sick, 
snable to help (heowelvea, muat have perished. Against the 
opinion of maaj, I marched them back to their homes before 
I diemiiBed tbera. Your reg^iment, at its own requciit, was dis-. 
missed at Columbia. This was accompanied with a cenificala 
to eaob man, w^essing the acts nader which he had been en> 
■oiled, and the length of the tour he bad performed This it i& 
«4ucb is now attempted to be conatnied ' a final discharge ;'. 
but Burdy it cannot be forgotten by any officer or soldier, how. 
*acfedly the; pledged themselves, before they were dismissed, 
or received that certificate, cheerfully to obey the voice of their 
country, if it should re-summon them into service ; neither can 
it be forgotten, i dare hope, for what purpose that certificate 
was given ; it was to secure, if possible, to those brave men, 
who had shown such readiness to serve their country, certain 
«stra emolumenti, ipecified in the . seventh sectimi d the act 
"under which they had engaged, in the event tbey were not le- 
oalled into service for the residue of their term. 

S6. " Is it true, then, that my solicitude for the interest of 
the volunteers, is to be made by them a pretext for disgracing 
a name which they have rendered illustrious ? Is a certificate, 
dee^ned solely for their benefit, to become the ralljing word 
for mutiny P—«trqnge perversion of feeling and of reasoning I 
Have 1 really any power to discharge men whose term of service 
has not expired ? If I were weak or wicked enough to attempt 
the exercise of such a powec, does any one believe, the soldier 
would be thereby exonerated from the obligation he has volun- 
tarily token upon himself to his government P I should become 
■a traitor to the in^iortant concern which has been entrusted to 
my management, while the soldier, who bad been deceived 
by a Mae hope of liberation, would be still hable to redeem 
his pledge ; — I should disgrace myself, without benefiting you. 
- S7. " 1 can only deplore the situation of those officers who 
faave undertaken to persuade their men that their term of service . 
will expire on the 10th. In giving their opinions to this effect, 
they have acted indiscreetly, and without sufficient authority. 
It would be the most pleasing act of my life, to restore them 
with homour to their families. Nothing would pain me more 
than that soy other sentimeats should be felt towards them than 
tkoie of crs^Ude and esteem. On all occasions, it has been 
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my highest happiness to promote their interest, and even ur 
gratify their wishea, where, with propriety, it coaM bo done. 
When in the lower country, betieving that, in order for their 
disEnissid, they bad been improperly treated, 1 even solicited tho 
government to discharge them, finally, from the obligations into> 
vbich they had entered. You know the answer of the secretary 
of war;-~that neither he nor the president, as he believed, had' 
the power to discharge them. How, then, caa it be required of 
me to do so ? 

88. " The moment it is signified to me by any competent 
Authority, even by the governor of Tennessee, to whom I havo- 
written on the subject, or by General Pinckney, who is now ap-> 
pointed to the command, that the volunteers may be eiwnerated' 
from further service, that moment I will pronounce it, with tbe- 
greatest satisfaction. I have only the power of pronouncii^ a. 
discharge, — not of giving it, in any case ; — a distinction which 
I would wish should bo home in mind. Already have I sent to- 
raise volunteers, on my responsibility, to complete a campaigii 
which has been so happily begun, and thus far so fortunately* 
prosecuted. The moment they arrive, and I am assured thatt 
fired by our exploits, they wilt hasten in crowds, on the first in-- 
timation that we need their services, they will be substituted in 
the place of those who are discontented here ; the latter will 
then be permitted to return to their homes, with all the honour- 
which, under such circum glances, they can carry along with 
them. But I still cherish the hope, that their dissatisfaction 
and complaints have been greatly exaggerated. I cannot, must 
not believe, that the ' Volunteers of Tennessee,* a naiAe ever 
dear to fame, will disgrace themselves, and a country which- 
they have honoured,,by abandoning her standard, as mutineers 
and deserters ; but should I be disappointed, and compelled tO' 
resign this pleasing hope, one thing I will not resign — my doty. 
Mutiny and sedition, so long as I possess the power of quelling" 
them, shall be put down ; and even when left destitute of this,i^ 
I will still he found, in the last extremity, endeavouring to dis-- 
charge the duty I owe my country and myself," 

89. To the platoon officers, who addressed him on the same 
sQbject, he replied with nearly the same spirited feeling ; bnt 
discontent was too deeply fastened, and by designing men had 
been too artfully fomented, to be removed by any thit^ like 
argument or entreaty. At length, on the evening of the 9th 
of December. 1813, General Hall hastened to the tent of Jack- 
son with information that his whole brigade was in a state ot 
mutiny, and making preparations to move forcibly off. llii* 
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vas n. measure which every consideratimi of polity, duty, and 
hononr, required Jackaon to oppose ; and to this purpose hw 
instantly applied all the meanii he possessed. He immedialely 
isisued the foUovting' general order : — " The commanding' gene-i 
ral being informed (bat an actual mutiny exiats in his camp, all 
officers and soldiersare commanded to put it down. The officers 
and Eoldien of the first brigade will, without delay, parade on 
the v®st side of the fort, and await further orders." The artil- 
lery company, with two small field-pieces, bein^ posted in tha 
front and rear, and the militia, under the command of Colonel 
Wynne, on the eminences, in advance, were ordered to prevent 
any forcible departure of the volunteers. 

90. The general rode along the line, which had been pre- 
viously farmed agreeably to his orders, and addressed them, by 
companiesi in a strain of impassioned eloquence. He feelingly 
expatiated oo their former good conduct, and the eateedi and 
applause it had secured them ; and pointed to the disgrace 
wluch they must heap upon themselves, their families, and 
country, 1^ persisting, even if they could succeed, in their 
present mutiny. He told them, however, they should not suc- 
ceed but by passing over his body ; that even in opposing their 
mutinous spirit, be should perish ho[iDurably~by perishing at 
fais post, and in the discharge of his duty. " Reinforcements " 
— he c(Hitinued, "are preparing to hasten to my aseiBtance: 
it cannot be long before they will arrive. I am, too, in daily 
expectation of receiving information whether you may be dia> 
charged or not — until then, you must not, and shall not retire. 
I have done with entreaty, — it has been used long enough.^ 
I will attempt it no more. You must now determioe whether 
you will go or peaceably remain ; if you still persist in your 
determination to move forcibly off, the point between us shall 
soon be decided." At first they hesitated; — he demanded an 
explicit and positive answer. They still hesitated, and he com- 
ilj«nded the artillerist to prepare the match ; he himself remain- 
ing in front of the volunteers, and within the line of fire, which 
be intended soon to order. Alarmed at his apparent determina- 
tion, and dreading the consequences involved in such a contest^ 
■' Let us return," was presently lisped along the line, and soon 
after determined upon. The officers now came forward and 
pledged themselves for their men, who either nodded assent, or 
openly expressed a willingness to retire to their quarters, and 
remain without further tumult, until information were had or 
the expected aid should arrive. Thus passed away a moment of 
the graatett peril, and pregnant with important consequences. 
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' 91. Tfiis tnatchletsflitd dvex-memtxtiM <eene, the roader 
will observe, Umk place on the 10th of December, 1S13 ; tbe 
volunteers' havii^ foroied their £rat reodezreus, ai be wiU re- 
eollect,oiithe ] 0th of December, 1812. One ye«r bad oertaiuly: 
^ired ; btit there bad not beea a yew'» tenke ; for they bad. 
not been in service from the 1st of Maf to the lOlh of October.. 
ISIS ; so that there remained five moocbs of the year's service, 
to come. The general was right in hia constniction of the^ 
bargain; hut, besides this, to have forsaken the campaign in 
such a manoer, wouM have been ruinous in the extretDe: the 
■avage enemy not yet subdued, but exasperaited to the laat de- 
gree, would have assailed the tunprotectsd froBliars, and hav» 
dvendied m ttie blbbd of the defi^celess citiseiM. 
' 92. This dWculty got over was by no mean* die last «bid» 
be had to encounter : discontents were everiaitingty neiii^ op. 
in his array ; cbe Governor d( Teooessee recommended him to. 
abandon his enterprise ; he had to reject this advice witb scorn. 
One general retired with his brigade; oppooitiou after oppoMk 
tion ha met with from different officws, jet he proceeded on to> 
assault the blood'thirsty enemy, in spite of every impediment,: 
though he had to in^irison ofieers, to hang a militia soldier, 
and to do tbinga which it appears almost to require credulity 
unbounded to believe to be true. Finalty, however, he sutv 
deeded ; he subdued the savage trUies ; he reduced them to sue 
fbr pardon and for peace; he concluded a treaty with them; 
took them out of the hands of the more crafty and mtve pewer-. 
All enemy of America; and cleared the way for a b^tle. aifigle^. 
handed, with the British, on the Gulf of Mexico ; and. &nalt}r 
it New Orleans. 



CHAPTER rV. 
FROM APRIL 1814 TO DECEMBEE 1814. 



Trrtditut enidiict tf tit SpaniA Geanttr if i . 
mmMraiK*.— J^kH-II." PtotUnxHiou—DeJeat «f tht BritU,, „. ^..». 
Boujtr, ti) Mif^niLoBrmee.— RiWucfionoj' Peusucolo, mid retreat ef titt 
. Britiih—Jackimi arrival at New OTteani.-PrtpaTatloKt made bg Ike 
Btitiih fat A* ndvetian if Nea Orleans. 

93. He was now (spring of 1 S14) appointed to be a rMJsr- 
geoeral in the service of the United States. The protection of 
the coast, near the mosths of the Miiaiss^i, w«b wtnuted 
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tm lum ; Attd* lur Snt attentioa wm tunmd to the eomtart, th« 
eocourageiiieBC, ihe protection, which the savages received from- 
the Spanish governor, and Sfianish authorities, in the fortress- 
qf Peosacok; which is situated od the Gulf of Mexico, at 
about a. hundred miles distance from New Orleans, about thir^ 
miles from tlie frontiers of the State of Alabama, and about &■ 
iniodred iaile» from the main bstnesa of the Creek Indians- 
His opioioa was, that the savages were always receiving assist- 
ance from ttus Spanish garrison, and from the British, througti 
the means of that garrison ; and he was persuaded that, fioally,' 
the British would assail New Orleans by the means of prepara- 
tjons m^de at Pensacola. On bis way to the south, he leamt- 
that about three hundred British troops had landed, and were 
fortifying tliemselveB at no great distance from Pensacola. la 
this elate of things, he endeavoured to prevail upon the Spanish 
glovernor to desist from all acts injurious to ihe Uniied States. 
The Spanish governor shuffled at first, and afterwards lied as 
boldly as a harlot, or a vakt de cltamLre. By this time, and 
before this time, the news had been received of the fait of Na* 
poleon, and of his banishment to Elba. This event had inspired 
with new villar.y, and new courag^e, every villain upon the fbco 
of this earth. This Spanish garrison was, in fact, a rendezvous, 
far tiie British ; it was a rendezvous for the savages, enemies 
of the United States. Captain Gordon, sent by Jackson to see 
what was passing, in the month of August (1314), reported to 
the general, that he had seen from fifty to two hundred officers 
and soldiers, a park of artillery, about Sve hundred savages under 
the drill of British officers, and dressed in the English uniform. 
He wrote to the government, and remonstrated with it upon the 
subject of its timidity in permitting this. The secretary at war. 
Ebat same Armstroag that we have mentioned before, in the 
2ad chapter, coincided with him in opinion upon this point, and, 
indeed, authorized him to attack Pensacola ; but, though this 
letter bore date of the I8th of July 1814, it icas never received 
by Jiickion unlil the I7th of January, 1815; that ia to say. 
nioe days atler the British army had been partly slaughtered, - 
aitd partly driven into the sea before New Orleans 1 After 
writing this letter, this same Armstrong took care to leave the 
city of 'Wa^hington totally deprived of all defence. It is impos- 
sible to believe that there was not treason here ; at the very 
least it was a contrivance to have in reserve the grounds of 
throwing the blame of fdlure upon Jackson. 

94. Mobile is a fort belonging to the Americans, at the head 
of a little bay in the Gulf of Mexico, and in the territory of 
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Alabama. To tlie Mobile he repaired. There he learned that 
the approach of a great British force might be expected ; and 
tliat die final object was, the capture of the city of New Orleans. 
At this time (August. 1814) Colonel Nicholls of the British 
army arrived at Pensacola, whence he iaaued a proclamation to 
the southern and western inhabitants of the United States ; and 
from that garrison' he issued his proclamation, every word and 
every ayllabie of which ought to be remembered for ages by the 
people of England, as well as the people of America. 

PrKlainalian of Coloatl Nicholis lo iht sauOitm and miltm inhalitanU. 

Natirei of Louisiana! on yaa ike first call it made, to assiat ia 
liberxing from » failhleai, imbecile Eo»ernmenf, yam patemal soil : 
Spaniard), Frenchmen, Ilaliana, and British, whether aatlled arreaidin^ 
for a time in Louidans, on jou, also, I call, to aid me in thia jnat eanae : 
the Amrrican usurptitton in ihil countiy must be>'>olisbed, and the law- 
ful ownera of tbe soil put in posaession. I am at ibe head of a largo 
body of Indians, well armed, disciplined, and comniBiided by Britiab 
officers — a good train of anillery. wiih every requisite, secoaded by cb» 
powerrul aid of a numerous Britiab and Spaniab aquadroa of ships anil 
Tessels of wer. Be not alarmed, inhabitaDU of the country, at our ap- 
' ■■ '■' nod diaimerestrdness, which ha<e disliu- 
I ID Euiope. eccompHny tbem bere ; you 
will nare no lear oi imgious tuies imposed OD you for the purpose of 
carryiag on an unnnCursI and unjust vcar ; Tour propTiy, your laws, the 
peace and tranquiliily of yonr country, will be Ruoranteed to you by men 
who will tmSti 110 infrin(Binent of theirs ; reit assured Ihst theae bniTft 
red men only bum wiih an ardent desire uf satiBfaeliou for tbe wrongs 
tEiej have suffered from ttie Americaiis; to join you in liberating these 
■oulhern pronncea from Ibetr yoke, and drive Ihem into tbose limits 
formerly prescribed by my sorrrei^jn. The Indians hare pledged them- 
■rlvea, in tbe most solemn manner, not to injure, in tbe slightest degrea, 
the persona or proiwrtiea of any but enemies. A flag over any door, 
wlietbei Spaoiali, Frencb, or BritisL, will be a cerlain proteclion ; nor 
dare ony Indinn put hia foot on the tlireahold tLereof, uniier penalty of 
death fiom bis own counitymen ; not e*rn pn enemy will en Indian put 
to'dralli. except resisting m arms ; and as for injuring belpleaa womea 
and cbildren, tbe red men, by their good conduct, and tiealmeat to tbanii. 
will (if it be passible) make tbe Aoiericnna hluab for their mnra iuhumaa 
cooducl, lately on the Escambia, end wilhin a neultal territory. 

Inhsbilania of Kentucky, you have too long borne with griarouB im- 
positions — the "bole brunt of the war IjBS fallen on your breve sons ; b» 
iiupoaed on no longer, but either range jourseliea under tbe standard of 
yVuT farefalbers, or observe a strict neutrulily. If you comply witlt 

for in dollars, and ihe safety uf tlie persons bringing il, as well ea the Iroo 
navigalion of [lie Miisiaaippi, guaranteed to yon. 

'Men of Kentucky, let me call to your rien (and I (rust to your ah- 
liaireoce) tbe conduct of those faotiona which huiried you into this- 
dril, unjust, and unnatural war, at a time when Great Britain was 
■training every nerve, in defence of bor own, and the liberliea of tha 
world — when Ibe btaveat of her sods were Gghiing and bleeding in icr 
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nered ■ eaiiiB— wLen ebe wna ipeDdtng miilioni of bei UviiUTa in 
«Hl«rouriD; to pull down ons of tl>s moil fDrmidable and duDgsTOii* 
tTrmli IliHt cTcr aiBgrKced ihe fonDof mmi — wbea groaning £nrap» va* 
■imost in Ln lust ei"? — wbeti llritou^ ulune tLoned aa unduuiiled front 
— bpeel; did those aaBaisins endeavour to stab ker from iba resr; aba 
has earned on tbeni, renovated from tbs blood}', but succaasful atrngglv 
— Europe is happy and frae, and she noiv baiieni, jually. to avenge that 
unproioki-d iaault. Sboir Ibem ibnt jtiu are not collectivel; unjuaCi 
leave tbat contemptibla few la abift for tliemselvea : let Cbose aluves of 
the tyrant send an embaiay to Elbi, and implore his aid ; but let every 
honest, uprigbf Amprican apurn Ibem Kith united CDUteni|it. Atler lb» 
eipecionca of l(vent}'-ona tears, can tou longer support I)ioi'- brawler* 
for liberty, vrba call itfrredom, wben IbemSHlvea are free '. tie no longer! 
their dupes — aooopl of my offers — avriythiny 1 liave ptomisad in thift 
paper, 1 guarantee lo you, on (hn sacied bononr of u Briiisb officer, 
Girrn nnder my hand, at mr head-auirters. 

Ptntacola, this 39ih day oi August, 1S14. 

EDWAllD NICH0J.L3. 

95. I am aware that the reader irill laagh at this " sacred 
Iionour of a British officer," who says, that he is " coming at 
the head of a large body of savages," and who tells them, that 
he will " free them from Kfigions taxes." I wonder whether 
we in England are now paying taxes to keep this Colonel 
Kicholls and hia family. However, here isthia man of " sacred' 
hoDour" telling' the Americaas, that his "head quarters" are 
at Pensacola ; though the scoundrel Spaniard pleaded his neu- 
trality. 

96. The first act of hostility here, on the part of the British,' 
was oh a fort, called Fort Bowyer, on the Mobile. On the 15th 
of Septemher, 1814, Nicholls and Woodbine approached by- 
land, while several vessels approached by sea, mounting alto- 
gether ninety guns. This expedition ended in the blowing 
up of one of the English ships, greatly damaging another, and 
sending off the proclamation- maker, with the loss of one of hi» 
ships, and, as was said, one of his eyes. Major Lawrence com- 
manded ill the American fort. His brave band consisted of only 
one hundred and thirty men; while the force of the British was, 
as we have seen, nineLy g^ns by sea, while Nicholls and Wood- 
bine assaulted the fort by land, with a twelve-pound howitzer, 
and several hundreds of marioes, sailors, and savages. This 
was an affair singularly honourable to Major Lawrence and hift 
men. The disparity offeree was incredible ; and this disgraceful 
beating at the outset must have had a considerable effect upoa 
the enemy. Jackson was, however, resolved to break up the 
rendezvous of Pensacola; and, on the 6th of November, 1814.. 
he marched against it, demolished all its defences and protec- 
tions : drove out the British and the savages, and taught Nicbolla. 
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«Dcl the Spanish governor, that, thoi^ Bonaparte was banUhed 
to Elba, there was still one country left which was not to be 
Insulted with impunity, by the satellites of despotism. 
. 97. Having^ given the haug'htysDd insolent foe a foretaste of 
that which waA to come, he repaired to that which was to be 
tiie pwid scene of action. He arrived nt the city of New Or- 
leans on the Ut of December, 1814, News had been receired 
of the approach of a British 6eet. The first intelligence of this 
^rt was received on the 4th of December. Cochraae, who com- 
vmnded the British fleet, and who had the celebrated Sir George 
Cockburn under him, had collected ail their forces together, 
dfter they had been beaten off from before Baltimore, aad had 
sailed off for New Orleans, whither Nichoils had been sent 
before to prepare the way for th« proclamation which we have 
just seen issued from his head quarters at Pensacola. They 
were to be joiaed, as they afterwards were, by a strong body-of 
the " heroes of the Peninsula." Theirforce altog^herwaa pro-- 
digious : ships of the tine, frigates, sloops of war, fire-abipa, 
g^at numbers of furnaces to beat red'hot shot ; Congrevs 
rockets; all manner of materials for sapping and mining' and 
blowing up : an expedition costing, in all probability, more than 
a million of pounds sterling in the fitting; out. There were 
eleven thousand regular " heroes of the Peninsula ;" there 
were four generals, two admirals, at the least ; twelve thousand, 
at the leaat, of seamen and marines, artillery, in abundance, 
of all sorts; perhaps, a hundred gun-boat« and bai^s; and. 
every expense ready to be incurred for the employment of per- 
sona of all sorts ; besides numerous bands of savages ready to 
come in, if the attack had succeeded. Here, after all, there was 
DOthtn^ equal to the perils of the Indian campaign ; but tltere 
was quite enough to daunt any man that ever lived, except the 
man who bad to face all tbb. 
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' FROM THE In OF DECEMBRR 1S14 TO MARCH 1815. 

Deftnei ef Nea Orltans. — Jaekim ii beiet vrilh trailen and ipia. — Armt . 
^ net tent to him^-^Entmy tmtuit on the Z3rd f-f Deceather.-'—Ht tnartha iti- 
tka night and ttriva them back-—'J)it^tTt imaiier engagtmentt.— TTie trai^ 
Im in Ihe oMBmhlti and in the limn tonipir* again i< Wm. — Dtfealitha' 

• Biitlik Toilh grtot lUvghitT, Slh nf Jmavay. — Drittt than mit af tht 
. rounlr^. — Hii farttntli ad<lTta ti hil army. — Tht meakiag aetaitiU givtn 
_ bji th4 BrituA gonnoKait if thit jnpcrlunt tTonmctUm. 

• 98. We have seen that JacksQD, having received iatelli^DC9. 
VKhicb made him believe, and quite certain, indeed, that the in- 
tention of the British was toget poBsessionof the mouths of tha 
Mississippi, of the whole Btate of Louisiana, and particularly oC 
that rich prise, the city of New Orleans, crammed with sugar,. 
coffee, flour, cotton, and all sorts of merchandise, repaired 
thither ; that ia to say, to the cil^ itself, on the 1st of December, 
1814. On the 6 th of December, he received certain intelligence 
that a large British force was off the port of Pensacola, destined, 
ag'ainst New Orleans ; that it amounted to about eighty veasels^ 
and that more than double that numberwere momentarily looked 
^r to form a junction with those already arrived ; that ttiera, 
were in this fleet vessels of all descrqitibns, contrived for the 
most deadly purposes, with a large body of land troops. That 
Admiral CoehrBoe had the command, and tbat his ship, the- 
I'onnant, was then (4tii December) lying off Pensacola. 

, 99. The hoar now arrived, then, in which was to be triad 
the Baked courage of undisciplined Americans against the best. 
t)iat Great Britain was able to produce, with every advantage to 
boot. WithoDt Mopping to relate the preliminary movements* 
and all the preparations for attack made by the British, I come, 
at once, to the beginning of the fighting, which took place ob. 
the 23rd of December, when, in the evening, the British mada 
4 landii^, and when Jackson resolved, at all events, to marck 
and give them battle. I must stop here, however, to observe, 
on Aomething puch more interesting than the mere fighting i it 
is not mere fighting that will depict to us the true character of a. 
general and a statesman. Here Jackson had to contend against 
difficulties and dangers of every description. The comparatively 
unall number, and the want of discipline of his troops, I do not 
reckon amongst hi^ difficulties ; but treason, in every quartet 
^pA corner of tii^ ci^ and the state, which he had to defend ;. 
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spies continually communicating' with the enemy ; base and 
cowardly French and Spanish merchants, and paper money 
makers, all puffed up with exultation at the triumph of the des- 
pots of Europeandthebanishmentof Napoleon to Elba (events 
which had just taken place), and all full of the hope and expec' 
tation, that Jackson and his army would be cut to pieces (iC 
being to be observed, that this stale of Louisiana had been pur- 
chased from the' French by the Americans no longer before 
than in the year 1811); newspaper traitors endeavouriog to 
sow discontent in his army, and when he imprisoned the author, 
a traitor judge found to order his release on a habeas corpus, 
whereupon he imprisoned the traitor judge ; but, above all 
things, a want of arms, owing to the scandalous neglect of 
officers of the federal government, which made it perilous for 
bim to suffer communication between even his own lines, it 
being absolutely necessary for him to keep from the enemy a 
knowledge of his unarmed and destitute situation. These things, 
much more than the force of the enemy, and all their immense 
means of attack, rendered his situation perilous. Driven to the 
extremity of proclaiming martial law, and of enforcing it with ths 
ntmost severity ; there was he, with his handful of faithful men, 
*ho had come down to him, unarmed and unprovided, a distance 
of five hundred miles ; with faithfiil generals and brother-offi- 
cers, td be sure : but with a people to defend, who were ready to 
stab him in the back, while a powerful invading army was coming 
lit him in front ; and even with a legislative assembly proposing- 
to capitulate with the enemy, and to surrender themselves, 
their city, and their state, to the mercy of that enemy, 

100: It was with all these difficulties and dangers staring him 
in the face, that he boldly proceeded .on to the deliverance of 
Iiis country ; and, now, we are going to enter on the most in- 
teresting details of his proceedings in effecting this deliverance. 
' 101. On the 23rd of December, as has been before related, 
the enemy made a landing ; and Jackson wanting to gaio time- 
to complete his lines, and also thinking it of importance to give 
the enemy a taste of the difficulties which he would have t» 
overcome, determined to proceed to attack the enemy in the- 
nigfat of the 23rd of December. Generals Coffee and Carroll 
were ordered to proceed inmediately from their encampment, 
and join him with all haste. Although four miles above, they 
arrived in the city in less than two hours after the order had 
been issued. These forces, with the seventh and forty-fourth 
regiments, the Louisiana troops, and Colonel Hind's dragoons, 
from Mississippi, constituted the strength of his army, which' 
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COttld be carried into action against an enemy whose i>umben> 
at this time, could only be conjectured. It waa thought ad- 
^sable that General Carroll and his division should be disposed 
an the rear, for tbe reason that there was no correct informatioa 
of the force landed through Viilery's canal, and because Jackson 
feared that this proboblx might be merely a feint intended to 
divert his attention, while a much stronger and more numeroiu 
division, having already gained some point higher on ihe lake. 
might, by advancing^ io his absence, gain bis rear, and succeed 
in their designs. Uncertain of their movements, it wus essen- 
tial be should be prepared for the worst; and, by different dis- 
positions of bis troops, be ready to resist, in whatever quarter 
be might be assailed. Carroll, therefore, at the head of his 
division, and Governor Claiborne, with the state militia, were ' 
directed to take post on the Genlilly road, which leads from 
Chef Mentenr to New Orleans, and to defend it to the last 
extremity. 

102. Alarm pervaded the city. The marching and counter- 
marching of the troops, the proximity of the enemy, with the 
approaching contest, and uncertainty of the issue, had excited 
a general fear. Already might tbe British be on their way and 
at hand, before the necessary arrangements could be made to 
oppose them. To prevent this. Colonel Hayne, with two com- 
panies of riflemen, and the Mississippi dragoons, was sent 
forward to reconnoitre their camp, learn their position and 
their ntunbers, and if they should be found advancing, to harass 
and oppose them at every step, until the main body should 
arrive. 

103. Every thing being ready. General Jackson commenced 
bis march, to meet and fight the veteran troops of England. 
An inconsiderable circumstance, at this moment, evinced what 
unlimited confidence was reposed in his skill and bravery. As 
his troops were marching through the city, his ears were 
assailed with ihe screams and cries of innumerable females, who 
bed collected on the way, and seemed to apprehend the worst 
of consequences. FeeUng for their disiresses, and anxious tfl 
quiet them, he directed Mr, Xivingston, one of his aids-de-cunp, 
to address them in the French la^uage. "Say to them," uld 
he, " cot to be alarmed : the enemy shall never reach the city." 
It iterated like an electric shock. To know that he himself 
was not apprehensive of a fatal result, inspired them with 
altered feeUngs ; sorrow was ended, and their grief cony^ted 
into hope and confidence. 

1 04. The general arrived in view of the enemy a litUs befora 
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dark. Haiin^ previously asoertaioed from Cottmd Hayti«. vbo 
had been gent in advance, their position, and that their streDgth 
was about two thousand men,* be immediately concerted the 
mode of attack, and hastened to execute iL Goainodore Fat- 
tenon, who commanded the naval fwoes on this station, with 
Captain Henlj, on board the Caroline, hadbeendicectetl to drop 
down, anchor in front of their line, and open upon them 
'from the guns of the achoooer ; thia being' the appointed eigtui, 
-vfaen given, the attack was to be waged simultaneoudy &a all 
(ides. The fires from their camp disclosed their position, and 
'showed their encampment, formed with their left iBsting on the 
river, and exteDduig at right angles into the open field. Ge- 
'neral Coffee, with his brigade, Colonel Hind's dragoons, and 
'Captain Beal's company of riflemen, was ordered to oblique to 
the- left, and, by a circuitous route, avoid their picquets, and 
'Cndeavoor to twn their right wiog; having encceeded in this, 
to form his line, and press the enemy towards the river, where 
they would be exposed more completely to the 6re of the Caro- 
line. The rest of the troops, consisting of the regulars, 
Ploache's city volonteera, Diaquin's coloured troops, the artit 
lery under Lieutenant Spotta, supported by a company of ma- 
'rines commanded by Colonel MKee, advanced oa the rottl 
along the bank of the Mississippi, and were commanded fay 
Jackson in person. 

lOS. General Coffee with silence and ciuition had advanced 
beyond their picquets, next the swamp, and nearly reached tlv) 
point to which he was ordered, wh^n a broadside froai the Ca- 
roline announced the battle begun. Patterson had proceeded 
slowly, giving time, as he Mieved, for the execution of those 
'arrangements contemplated on the shttfe. So sanguine lud Che 
Brhith been in the belief that they would be kindly received, 
and Kttle opposition attempted, thatthe Caroline floated by the 
sentinels, and anchored before their camp, without any kind of 
molestation. On passing the front picquet she was hailed in e. 
low tone of voice, but not reiDming an answer, no further 
question was made. This, wided to some other attendant civ- 
Gumstances, confirmed the opinion that they believed her a 
vessel laden with provisions, which bad been seat out from New 
Orleans, and was intended for them. Having reached what, 
from their fires, af^ared to be the centre of.theic oncaiufHaeDt, 

* This opintoD, H> it after»'(rds sppeared. WM iD<orracl. Tli» niuf- 
bcr of (be British, at the cainmenceiaeiit of the action, usa (bree tLou- 
Mndi Ind wsasbocily arEerKurda iocTeiiaed bj sdilitioiial forces : Jtcksoa's 
Itretigtii did uot exceed two ibou>Snd. 
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her ftnehors wero cut, and hn character and basiaesB disclosed 
from her guDS. So unexpected &□ attack prodaced a moi- 
mentary confusion ; bat recovering', she was answered by a dis- 
charge ef muiketry, and flight of Congreve rockets, wfaick 
passed without injury, while the grape and canister firom her 
gunt vere pouring destructively on them. To take away the 
certainty (^ aim afforded by the light from their fires, tbeM 
were immediaiely extinguished, and they retired two or three 
hundred yards into the open field, if not out of the reach of th« 
cannon, at least to a distance, where, by the darkness of the 
night, they would be protected. 

106. Coffee had dismounted his men, and turned his horset 
loose, at a large ditch, next the swamp, in the rear of Larond's 
■plantation, and gained, as bebelieved, the centre of the enemy's 
line, when the signal from the Caraline reached him. He directly 
wheeled his columns in, and extending bis line parallel with tin 
river, moved towards their camp. He had advanced scarcely 
more than a hundred yards, when he received a heavy fire, from 
-a line fonned in his front ; this, to him, was an unexpected 
circumstance, as he supposed the enemy lying principally at a 
distance, and that the only opposition lie should meet, until he 
aj^roached towards the tevee,* would be from their advanced 
picqueta. The circumatance of his coming in contact with them 
M) soon, was owing to the severe attack of the schooner, which 
had compelled the enemy to abandon their camp, and form 
without the reach of her guns. The moon ahoae, but reflected 
her light too feebly to discover objects at a distance. The only 
me&DB, therefore, of producing certain effect, with the kind a{ 
force ei^aged, which consisted chiefly of riflemen, was not to ' 
Tenture at random, but to discharge their pieces only wben 
there should be a certainty of felling the object, 'Ihis order 
being §^ven, the line pressed on, and having gained a position 
near enoogb to distinguish, a general fire was g^ven; it was 
welt directed, and too severe and destructive to be withstood ; 
the enemy gave way and retreated, — rallied, — formed, — were 
charged, and again retreated. The gf^lant yeomanry, led by 
their brave commander, uiged fearlessly on, and drove their in* 
vaders from every positioa they attempted to maintain. Their 

* Baok* tbnwn up on tiM marfiu of tha tUn to orafin* Uw MtmA 
to ili b^d ; uid which ara eicendad nlong tba MicBiMippi on botli sidw, 
from, (be terminatioa of tlie highlaoas, nesr Batiui Itauge. Fiaquaotl*- 
the river in its rernsl floods riaei utiove tbe aUiation o( tlie plains, aa^ 
Ibea tbe uetiriiy of the couQirr d«p«ai)B on the slrBiigtL of those Utbm ; 
tlwy D«C uofira^aautly bfcdi,' vfaatt ia^OBlaila iaJBty ii the- cont^ 
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^oeral was under no nece»ity to encoura^ and allure them to 

deeds of valour : hia own example was aufficieaC to excite them. 
AtwayB in the midst, he displayed a. coolness and disreg'ard of 
dangler, calliog to his troops, that the; had often said they 
could fight— now was the time to prove it. 

107. The Britisii, driven back by the resolute firmness and 
ardour of the aaaailanta, had now reached a grove of orange 
trees, with a ditch running past it, protected by a fence on the 
margin. Here they were halted and formed for battle. It was 
a favourable position, promiBing security, and was occupied with 
a confidence they could not be forced to yield it. Coffee's 
dauntless yeomanry, strengthened in their hopes of success, 
moved on, nor discovered the advantages against them, until a fire 
from the entire British line showed their position and defence. 
A sudden check was given ; but it was only momentary, for 
^thering fresh ardour, they charged across the ditch, gave a 
deadly and destructive fire, and forced them to retire. The re- 
treat continued, until gaining a similar position, the British 
made another stand, and were again driven from it with con- 
siderable loss. 

108. Thus the battle raged on the left wing, until the British 
reached the bank of the river ; here a determined stand was 
made, and further encroachments resisted : for half an honr the 
conflict was extremely violent on both sides. The American 
troops could not be driven from their purpose, nor the British 
mads to yield their ground ; but at length, having suffered 
greatly, the latter were under the necessity of taking refuge 
behind the levee, which afforded a breast-work, and protected 

' them from the fatal fire of our riflemen. Coflee,. unacquainted 
with their position, for the darkness had greatly increased, al- 
ready contemplated again to chai^ them ; but one of his officers, 
who had discovered the advantage their situation gave them, 
assured him it was too hazardous i that they could be driven no 
further, and would, from the point they occupied, resist with the 
bayonet, and repel, with considerable loss, any attempt that 
might he made to dislodge them. The place of their retire- 
ment was covered in front by a strong bank, which had been 
extended into the field, to keep out the river, in consequence of 
the first being encroached upon, and undermined in several 
lilaces ; the former, however, was still entire in many parts. 
irbicb, interposing between them and the Mississippi, afforded 
security from the broadsides of the schooner, which lay off at 
some distance. A further apprehension, lest, by moving still 
nearer to the river, he might greatly expose hiouelf to the fire 
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of the Caroline, which was yet spiritedly maintaining the con- ' 
flict, induced Cofiee to retire until he conld hear from the com- ; 
roanding' gfeneral, and receive his further orders. . : 

109. During this time the right wing, under Jackson, had ' 
been no leis prompt and active. A detachment of artillery, 
under Lieutenant Spotts, supported by sisty marines, and con- . 
Btitutin^ the advance, had moved down the road next the levee. 
On their left was the seventh regiment of infantry, led by Major 
Piere. The forty-fourth, commanded by Major Baker, was . 
formed on the extreme left ; while Plauche's and Daquin's bat- ■ 
lalions of city guards were directed to be posted in the centre, 
between the seventh and forty-fourth. The general had ordered 
Colonel Ross, who during the night acted in the capacity of 
brigadier -general, for he was without a brigadier, on hearing . 
the signal from the Caroline, to move off by heads of companies, 
and, on reaching the enemy's line, to deploy, and unite the left 
wing of bis command with the right of General Cfffiiee's. This 
order was omitted to be executed ; and the consequence was an - 
early introduction of confusion in the ranks, whereby was pre- > 
vented the important design of uniting the two divisions, 

110. Instead of moving in column from the first position, the ' 
troopa, with the eitception of the seventh regiment, next the 
person of the general, which advanced ag-reeably to the ioatruc- . 
tions that had been given, were formed and marched ine)ttended ' 
line. Having sufficient ground to form on at first, no incou- .: 
venience was at the moment sustained ; but this advantage pre* • 
senily failing, the centre became compressed, and was forced in 
the rear. The river, from where they were formed, gradually 
incHned to the left, and diminished the space originally pos- 
sessed : farther in stood Larond's house, surrounded by a grove -. 
of clustered orange trees ; this pressing the left, and the river 
the right wing to the centre, formed a curve, which presently ■ 
threw the principal part of Plauche's and Daquin's battalions - 
without the line. This inconvenience might have been reme- 
died, but for the briskness of the advance, and for the darkness . 
of the night. A heavy tire from behind a fence, immediately 
before them, had brought the enemy to view. Acting in obe- ^ 
dience to their orders, not to waste their ammunition at random, , 
our troops had pressed forward against the opposition in their 
front, and thereby threw those battalions in the rear. 

111. A fog rising from the river, and which, added to the. 
Emoke from the guns, was covering the plain, gradually dimi- 
■Mshed the little light shed by the moon, and greatly increased 
the darkneu of the night: no clue waa left to oic^ainhMr or 



74' LiPB OF JACisoH. [Ch^i. 

There the enemy were situated. There vaa no alternative bnt 
to move on, in the direction of their fire, vhich Eobjected the 
assailants to material disadvantages. The British, driven from 
their first position, had retired back, and occupied another, be- 
hind a deep ditch, that ran out of the Mississippi towards the 
swamp, on the margin of which was a wood-railed fence. Here, 
strengthened by increased numbers, they again opposed the ad< 
vance of our troops. Having waited until they had approached 
sufficiently near to be discovered, from their fastnesses they dis- 
charged a fire upon the advancing army. Instantly our battery 
was formed, and poured destructively upon them ; while the 
infantry, pressing forward, aided in the conflict, which at this 
point was for some time spiritedly maintained. At this moment 
a brisk sally was made upon our advance, when the marines, 
unequal to the assault, were already g^iving way. The adjutant. 
general, and Colonels Piatt and Chotard, with a part of ths 
sewenth, hastening to their support, drove the enemy, and saved 
the artillery from capture. General Jackson, perceiving the 
decided advantages which were derived from the position they 
occupied, ordered their line to be chai^d. It was obeyed with 
cheerfulness, and enecuted with promptness. Pressing on, our 
troops gained the ditch, and, pouring across it a well-aimed fire, 
compelled them to retreat, and to abandon their entrenchment. 
The plain, on which they were contending, was cut to pieces, by 
races from the river, to convey the water to the swamp. The 
enemy were, therefore, very soon enabled to occupy another 
position, equally favourable with the one whence they had been 
just driven, where they formed for battle, and for sometime 
gallantly maintained themselves ; but which, at length, and after 
stubborn resistance, they were forced to yield. 

112. The enemy, discovering the firm and obstinate advance 
niade by the right wing of the American army, and presoming 
perhaps that its principal strength was posted on the road, 
formed the intention of attacking violently the left. Obliquing, 
for this purpose, an attempt was made to turn it. At this 
moment, Daquin's and the battalion of city guards being marched 
up, and formed on the left of the forty-fourth regiment, met 
and repulsed them. 

113. The particular moment of the contest prevented many 
of those benefits which might have been derived from the artil- 
lery. The darkness of the night was such, that the blaze of the 
enemy's musketry was the only light afforded by which to deter- 
mine their position, or be capable of taking our own to advan- 
ti^ ; yet, notnthstanding, it (preatly annoyed them, whenftrer 
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it conld be brought to bear. ■ Bt|^nldnBJ»Di«to(ft»M4iwUs',^ '6^ 
T^lant and akilfal officer, fl*li;iWBii wat*i!'litttlfwHtf4oOkeU^'to'-' 
nethiog but a zealous dischargSJoTthitk^il^ithetaulBt bs»^aM 
and important services were'reodettd."' '' ' "- ■ ■-'■"* 
114. The enemy bad befeutllrioS' MB»a«l''i»i*^ beaten; 00* 
for nearly a mile compBlled 'Co>i)4«(di' tllTeii" gg^unUi-'Tba^ tifatf 
now retired,' and, if found, "■i»ePetO''bei»bOgto:fo^ amidst **»> 
darkness of the night, Thei ^eaBral- iltfiertoin*d to half,'- ah*^ 
ascertain Coffee's position attcl «ticee«si.p|ie*i«usly'*0 wig^hg the-; 
battle further ; for as yet no «]iitMiRil(^(»i bad pmsed betv^een; 
them. He entertained no d<lUl]t;Tn)in'eb6rbrijk' Srin^ in thAt^ 
direction, but tbat he bad baen~varn>>y'eng'ag«d;' bErt'tdi^-'ii^^ 
now nearly subsided; the GaA)l6i«'i Wd, had riiiw)9t«e«se(ttier*^ 
(qieratiaDB; it being only ooeaGlonally that-Ab hoiee c4 bcr^ 
gnns disclosed the little op{*drtl«ii»y ■ she ■ pM^ssed-- of acting^ 
efficiently. ; -■ f, . 

lis. The expKSs dispatdhwl t<f G«n^id 'Jaek^on from the^ 
left wing having reached hiai^ h&'d^erminrtlWprOfiecutB'tlife^ 
Enccesseshe had grained noftwtbeir; >'^e darkness of^thcJnigllt.T 
the confusion into which hie'i4«»''dit^ion h^d been thi-^h',-< 
and a similar disaster produc^-oii tbe'^rt'of ColTee, all/pointed' 
to the necessity of retiring fte^t:be>fiel4.''aBd'abBi^d6ntng thej 
contest. The bravery ard'Arniness alrettdy'disftlHyeil' b^'hla' 
troopB, bad induced with hint abelier-^thbt'-b^ tft«»in^ forward' 
be might to ptu re the whole Brltish-awnyi at any rate, -hfe Coni^^ 
aidered it but a game of venture ^andldlzafd,' wh!d)^-if nn^-'- 
cessful, could not occasion lii& f»/H dtfteC. It tntiOOipeiffrit ttf 
ita execution, and superior iifidnlbeM, Or atepitior diseipftdei' 
should compel him to recede bum tliff elTort^ he vtvU knewtht^' 
enemy would not have tenMriiy- entuigb' toattempt piiniiit:' 
The extreme darkness, their ei>tir»'t^Aordnce of the sitiihtit^ 
of tbo cour,i:y, and an apjirelielieiort lest' tlfeir-fiirces i^ig'hlf 
be greatly outnumbered, affordad- *»t1BiSe*t)'tea9ctt»j On whiclt* 
to ground a. belief, that altliou^h'beatea'frdM-ht^'irat-posc'he' 
would yet have it in his ppw^tr^te- retire iri ialt^i ;bvt oh' th^ 
arrival of the express from Gtneibl Of^feb, learifiii^ tfiC'S^S^ 
position to which the enemjttad fctife*,tflid'rtik fi psrttif "tlitf 
left wing had been detached,'<aB'(t-w«r«<iGl'aH jw tiMUlity «s«<^^ 
torad, he determined to r^in>^«fS theicoiiloif, ttfii''at#M3})t'^ 
farther prosecution of his ^H^Uxi^s^si Gctiei^f Cbfiee w^s nc- 
cordin^ty directed to willdra«tj'&i(ttAke:a''t)d8itiMtft barot^ 
plantation, where tti^^lia^hUd^-^Mlnifilnt fbrkJeSl kni'lKHJe? 
the troops on the rij^t')i%i«'Msi»io(tiefea'tii'b64i>iLH>Ned'. "---'* 
116. ThelulMfaHig«li|iMd«%oAeikW<«HB^'iiJduBi)phiftli^ 



■*7,6 ^..;MW-.c»r[J««BOM. ■ ■ [Chap. 

fr^nkUie iHM-bt«4]r.Ool((DetK Byer and Gibion, with two httn- ' 
dr^iasV.PQdCaptaJDjteal'sxsqipMty of riflemen. Whatmi^t 
hp'fb^ fotSi 'iwh^lm tiw^ Teee <(»ptured or hail effected their 
retreat, was, at this time,islU>g:«(hei' uncertain; be that as it 
qtj^iiCit Cpffpei'e toeijBUsit wa* thereby considerably weakened, 

..117. Colonel 'Dyer> who commanded the extreme left, on 
cj^tiringitl)? trn^Tci, after. the eaemy bad retired, was marchisg 
if^. a. direction wWe^lie «s|)ecl«d^ U> find General Cofibe; he 
\ftfy Botm discovered a forcQ'in. firont, and halting^ his men, 
h^aCeucd tovarda it; iiwivingiwithin'a short distance, he was 
luiil^d, ordered Ut st^p, and rep.grt,ta,whom he belong : Dyer, ' 
and. Gibson, bisJieuteaanf'-coleaQ], who bad accompanied him. ' 
advanced, and,Siatjeii .they wereiofCoffee'a brigade; by this time 
they had arfifcd viilthio ashortt distance of the line, and per- 
ceiving thai. tli«:])aDiieiof,theiibrifa^ they had stated was not 
understood, their apprehensions were awakened, lest it mi^ht 
b^ 9 detactunBUC.of {b^enemy • in ithis opinion they were im- 
i^e^iateJy confirijied^.^nd .wheQlingjW return, were fired on and' 
purauai. Gibson .had srarcely storied when befell; before he 
could repover,] a soldier quicker Uian. the rest bad reached him, - 
Bind pinned him to [b« grDUOd jwjth bis bayonet; fortunately, 
tfae .st&b biffl but| slightly wounded bins, and ho was only held 
by bisclotbes : t^n^ pinianiid, apd perceiving others to be 
)^|$kiy advancing, but n imomeut, was left for deliberation ; — : 
njjddng a violent fxqrlioi), and springing to his feet, he threw 
Ius:a£saitant tp.thc ^otf.nd, aod made good his retreat. Colonel 
Dyer.jiadi ret^afed abput fifty y^rda, when his horse dropped 
d^.i entai^letj .in the f^U, an^ slightly wounded in the thigh, 
tj^er^.wa^ lit tie', prospect of rotief, for the enemy were briskly 
adyancisg i; biH Viex; beingi near at hand, he ordered them to 
^dvai^pe land fire, ,v{hich checked their approach, ajid enabled 
liiiH to esc^e. > Being now at thei head of his command, — per- 
qeiying an enemy in a direction hp,had not expected, aod. un- 
t^rtaiuih^jv or ytj^re-lm.oii^lxt find .General Coffee, he deter- 
inined i-o, seek itifo fo the right, and qioving on with his little 
band.forced.his.way.tbrougb the enemy's lines, with. the loss 
<^ ^ix^;three of hi»t,qtciii, who were killed and taken. Captain 
]i«al, iwjth ^qtia) ^qavArj(.;chwg«d through the enemy, carrying 
o^ ^9te prisoners, and, losing several of his own company. . 

, 11,8.L Tt)is reinforcement of the ^British had arrived from 
Bq]{<iu£iei)V9nu i|^r»njglit-i . Jbo.lwrtS'that landed the first 
i^g^'liD^ent hod propWQd,:bacfc,ta' the .shipping, and havvig 
returned were .Dn,tli$ir' way up, tha.fiaydu.jwheo they heard 
|^,ft£«^.ottt>e'G^iHi%;:nv>viiis.Wli^i]VB> 10 the aasiataoce 
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of those who had debarked' beroVelhem.theyreUched lheB>faife, 
Bftd knowing nothing of the sltttotiirtt of the two &ViM6n,-dfiniig 
the engagement advanced iti the wac of Gehetal'CiiSe^ bri^ifc. 
Coming in contact with CAWnei Dyfif and Captain Beal, ^hBy 
filedoff to the left, and reached the Briti*hilines: ' ■-'- • 

119. This delached part of Coifee's brigide, uriabid to 
unite with or find him, retired to the place where th^'liad 
6rst formed, and joined Colonel- Hinds' dr^^nB', which 'htul 
remained on the ground Wh^re the- ttMpi had firH dis- 
mounted, that they might cOver their reti^at if it becaiiiS ne- 
cessary. 

120. Jackson had gone into thid battle confident of bucces6; 
and his arrangements were sudh as woiird have ensured it,- even 
to a much greater estent, but foi" the inlerventiiln' of cnciitli- 
stances that were not and could tiBt be foreseen. ■ The Caroline 
had given her signals, and conrmenced the battle,, a little too 
early, before Coffee bad reached attd talten his position, and 
before every thing was fully in reodineM,' tb attaih'tlte objects 
designed : but it was cUieSy owing to the coMfusion introduced 
at first into the ranks, which dieeked the rapidity' of his adVoncB 
—gave the enemy time ftk preparation, and'^Jii^vfented^kis 
division from uniting with the right Wing of Genwal Cofet'a 
brigade. i :..■■, ■ :> 

121. Colonel Hinds, with one 'httildred and' eJghtyiifagQmts, 
was not brought into action dilring the night. Inferspers^d ti9 
the plain was with innumeraliteditcteH diverging in digfertwt 
directions, it was impossible that ca^■ifl^y couM act to arty klhd 
of advantage : they were noW formed 'in advance, to whtcb, Urttil 
moming, the movements of the enemy; 

122. From the es peri in ews just made^ JochWn belieVed it 
would be in his power, on renewing the attack, t6 capture the 
British army; he concluded, therefore, to-order down to his 
assistance General Carroll wttli his division, and to ossailthdm 
again at the dawn of day. Dtfecting GcVerrtof Olaiborne-to re- 
main at hia post, with the Louisiana militia, fof the defince'of 
an important pass to the city.'the C^ittiliy Hoad; he dis{jatched 
an express to Carroll, stating' fo 'him,' thac, if there hat^ been 
no appearance of a force dtlrin^' ibe'nig-lrt, itl' the direction 
of Chef Menteur, to hasten Wnd' 'joifi-Wnv with the trodps 
under his command : this order'was'intftcuted tjy one o'clochin 
the morning. Previously, hoWeveril tOi -hia arrival, a' difftn^nt 
determination was made. From'priabri^^wWs had been'brtWght: 
in, and through deserters, it #tts ascertained that She strttigthof 
the enemy during the battle'#fe'rotir''UH)i>diiid,"atad,'vAA'<li« 
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,.:)(^i^o(Ce((^(if}in¥fcpcl>.JHK|;f«w''?f' '■^'^^ after it« commeDce- 
^;a)^,,eJifj.4H4qig|JjH'^t(W>i^.^pi'' force could not be Usa than 
^,sitt--atj£|m:'»aWf,^.)MqMH-W^^y exceed his own, even after 
y\^p [f^^c^^^^'^P<'. ^^a^vtii'^Jdcled. Although very decided 
advantages hail l^ai, pUfa^ed. y^lhey had been procured under 
fpircUBffitaneps.liijflt piif^ beji^hilly lost in a conteet waged in 
^pfie^i. 4^yj.-ii|e|^ge{)'lorc^ kf 4ii'^''P'"'''°"^^> >uid by undisoi- 
{;.{))ii)e^ 'tfOQ|t$„-,agt^st: ^effrap.'Swldiers, Jackson well knew it 
..'Cfpsiocuiij^t iip9^Jiiip| to ^t#{)art entirely defensive: shouM 
^-l4i&-attWpt,^qig;^n,ancL,dei!trSJ',ftP '^^'■J succeed, numerous dif- 
ficulties would present themselves, which mig'ht be avoided,, so 
jioBB.^'t^ifW^rhifld:t^fin^}'.JD check, and halt him in his 
j.^igpa. .^Erojopte^ljoj ite&t!;cQBsiderations — that it wag im- 
.iPPSt^t,^,;||W('eVft-a:iP(MtnOi.oalii^ated to assure safety; and 
,-, betiari'igi'it aCt^^Lah)B! tait)0 jDe^-.&o effectually as in occupying 
. .«c^e ipojnt/o^^ b/,tltc sf^iigth. he might give it compensate 
] . f^r the :injferi^rii{tyijQf l\is: p^nib^a and their want of discipline, 
• he, de^rniintid^t^.farbefir alf farther offensive efforts until be 
^, coiild mo^e ,C9iT*"'y discover tt^-^ewa of the enemy, and until 
, tto Ketrtuijky.lj-flOBs, whithhad^not yet arrived, should reach 
).;);iai.;,;Punfiipg., this idea,.^ jtour o'clock in the morning, 
^_'ta^jnf prti4fe!ijC^of(?J JlifldB^tg^pccupy the ground he was then 
abandoning, and to observe the enemy closely, he fell back, 
,,f)[ld-,fori>W^''b;3r.)ii^q ^ebut^ ^-^hfp ditch, that stretched to the 
^«ivaioj;t]'>l'?i8^^ ffffi^ £poin..the,civer. There were two circum- 
; atfUKfiSigtM^iiqj^ly.-i^^coiimerKUiig the importance of this phice : 
|',t|]£ KNtai^pj .^h^chfrpm fii^ Jiigh.lands at Baton Rouge skirtc 
jjth#;qiief^i;ir«g)ri(ff,4Mlanf»ft;,a#id in many places is almost 
impervious, bad here ^proachgd within four hundred yards of 
|;-tbci,-mfit)s^iji^'4Jid.heiice,. from, the narrowness of the pass, was 
l^.^i^.'BasJIyjtpj.hp 4efw^4;!ad[Ied to which, there was a deep 
,, oa((»l, iVfifUH* tji^ ^rt. b fling iirown on the upper side, already 
f fofpi^ if fil^ei:iihlii;'vi6i\i^,ot ^Qf'eace. Behind this, his troops 
,^^^r^. j^f>ped,;aDd jirapar- inea^jj^s adopted for increasing its 
).>streiigt)i, .with^d^fgrininatioii never to abandon it; but there 
■^ te.ir^st 'ifl tjjB.Jfsf-aoij, >'a]»otjy to defend those rights which 
(■ w^r^, «flugttK tO; pe o'atr^ged ^d'^stroyed . 
j_;,-,i.]23, p^einptil"i(de,,aed, decj«iop. and activity in execution, 
f cwi»t^u^e4!ttw wjt^i^^^'ts^ Jackson's character. No sooner 
;, }i^ h^./e^flly^ pa .tW; qciur,»e.,w^ich he thought necessary to be 
J furwi^d^ ihi>tt-,f{itli; e^^.poiL^hlf dispatch he hastened to its 
,; RoiffiiiB^igfl^ I.. S^£f7^,Jlj(!p,,1K^,^_ army proud of its name, and 
l.i^i^tfttg^^^R^ fci; JtE.4a^(is oCv^Qur. Opposed to which was bis 
♦iS^aWtiss^inHgBBJ^^^^Eior, undisciplined and unaniwd 



.v.] DBrSNCB OF NEW OILIANS. 39 

force. He concei«d, therefore, that his was a defensive policy, 
that by prudence and caution he would be able to preservewhat 
ofiensive operation might haveatendencyto endanger. Heoce, 
with activity and industry, baaed on a hope of ultimate snccess, 
he commenced his plan of defence, detenninin^ to fortily h!;n- 
eelf efiectually, aa the peril and pressure of the moment would 
pennit. When to expect attack he could not tell ; prcpara^on 
und readiness to meet it was for him to determine on, all else 
was for the enemy. Promptly, therefore, he proceeded with 
liis fiystem of defence ; and with such thought fulness and 
anxiety, that until the night of the 27tb, when his line was 
completed, he never slept, or for a. moment closed his eyes. 
Resting his hope of safety here, he was everywhere, through the 
night, present, encouraging his troops, and hastening a com- 
pletion of the worlt. The concern and excitement produced by 
the mighty object before him were such aa overcame the demand 

. of nature, and for five days and four nights he was without 
sleep and constantly employed. His line of defence being com- 
pleted on the night of the 27th, he, for the first time since the 
arrival sf the enemy, retired to rest and repose. 

124. Th». Boldier-who has stood the shock of battle, and 
knows what slight circumstances oftentimes produce decided ad- 
vantages, will be able properly to appreciate the events of this 
night. Although the dreadful carnage of ;he 8th of January, 
hereafter to be told, was in fact the finishing blow, that struck 

;dowa the towering hopes of those invaders, and put an end to the 
contest, yet in the battle of the 23rd is there to be found abundant 
cause why success resulted to our anus, and safety was given 
to the country. The British had reached the Mississippi withoat 
the fire of a gun, and encamped upon its banks as composedly 

. £3 if they had been seated on their own soil, and at a distance 
from all danger. These were circumstances which awakened a 
helief that they expected little opposition, — were certain of suc- 
cess, — and that the troopa with whom they were to contend 
would scarcely venture to resist tbem : resting thus confidently 
in the expectation of success, they would tlie next day have 
moved forward, and succeeded in the accomplishment of their 
designs. Jackson, convinced that an eaxly impression was 
essential to ultimate success, had resolveil to assail them at the 
raoTuent of their landing, and " attack them in their first posi- 
tion:" we have, therefore, seen him, with a force inferior by 
one half to that of the enemy, at an unexpected moment break 
into their camp, and with his undisciplined yeomanry drive he- 
Ibre him the pride of England, and the conquerors of Europe. 
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. It wu an event that could not fail to deitroy all previous 
theories, and establish a conchision which our enemy had not 
before formed, that they were coatendtng agaioit valoiv inferior 
. to none they had seen ;— before which their own bravery had 
not stood, nor their skill availed them ; it bad the effectof aatis- 
fying them, that the quantity and kind of troops it was in our 
pjwer here to wield, must be different from any thin^ that bad 
been represented to them; for much as they bad heard of the 
' courage of the man with whom they were contendin§^, they 
' could not Guppose, that a general having a country to defend^ 
; and a reputation to preserve, would venture to attack on their 
. own chosen ground a greatly superior army, and one which, 

■ by the numerous victories it had achieved, had already acquired 

■ a fame in arms ; they were convinced that his force must greatly 
surpass what they had expected, and be composed of maLerials 

. different from what they bad imagined- 

125. The American troops, which were actually engaged, did 

- not amount to two thousand men ; they consisted of part of 
Coffee's brigade and Captain Seal's company, - 648 
The 7th and 44th regiments, . . „ 763 
Company of marines and artillery, • • 82 

- Plauche's and Daquin'g battalions, - - 488 
. And the Miss iseippi dragoons under Colonal HindB,not ) .„(. 

in the action, ) 

2167; 

which for a more than an hour maintained s severe confliet 

with a force of four or five thousand, and retired in safety fron 

the ground, with the loss of but twenty-four killed, and one 

hundred and fifteen wounded, and seventy-four made priscmera ; 

while the killed, wounded, and prisoners of the enemy, were nat 

less than four hundred. 

136. Our officers and soldiers executed every order with 

promptitude, and nobly sustained their country's character. 

Lieutenant -colon el Lauderdale, of Coffee's brigade, an officer of 
' great promise, and on whom every reliance was placed, fell at 

his post, and at his duty : he had entered the serrice, and 
' descended the river with tbe volunteers under GeneralJackson, 

in tbe winter of 1812— passed through all the hardships and 
' difficulties of the Creek war, and had ever manifested a readiness 

■ to act when his country needed his services. Young, brave, and 
. skilful, he bad already afforded evidences of a capacity, whidi 

- might, in future, have become useful ; his exempiary conduct, 
. both in civil and military life, had acquired for him a reelect 
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that rendered his fall a Rubjeatri<rf ^eiieEal'-regKt. ' EAeotenant 
M'Lelland, avaluable youn^.flfficer of the ?Ui> wae ako uaang 
. the number of the slain. - >- >: '- > ■•: 

127. Cofiee'n bri^e, during tb« aettoa, imitating tbs' ex- 
ample of their commander, bcavely contended;, «nd ably-sup- 
ported the character they had- previouBly eetablJEhed.' /TJie 
unequal contest in which they were engagjed-neverr occurred 
to them; nor, for a moment, cbecked the ^r rapid ityi of their 
advance. Had the British kngwn thty were nierely ri&enren, 
and without bayonets, a firm, Htatid. would have, arrested thoir 
progress, and destruction or capture would Wv& been the inevi- 

. table consequence; but this cirourastance being unknown, 
every charge they made was orQWioed .with success, producing' 
discomfiture, and routing and .driving superior numbers before 
them. Officers, from the highest to inferior grades, ditchai^ed 
what had been expected of th^a- En»ign Leacb, of ,tbe^ 7th 
i^imenl, being wounded through the body, still T^maioied at 
his post, and in the performance of hisduty. Colonel r&euhen 
Kemper, enterprising and seK-coltected, aniidst tbe ,'Cpnfiisioa 
introduced on tbe left wing, found hiir-s^Lf at tbe head' of .a. 

. liandful of men, detached from the main l»^. and-in thfiiOiidit 
of a party of the enemy : never did, any. man better e^mplify' 
the truth of the position, thatdi8oreitiea,is soqietimes the better 
part of valour : to attempt reeistaociB wa« idlsj mid couldiDi^ 
eventuate in destruction : with aimind utialou^isd )iy tbe pejnl 
that surrounded him, he sought and prpcurcd hk^sofety tt^Qt^h 
Btr&tagem. Calling to a grpupifif soldiera wbo.were iiefLr,rM>,a 
positive tone, he demanded of thenivhere tbeir regisiettt w^: 

. lost themselves, they wereunableilo answer; )H4supposwg-bim 
one of their own officers, tbej; f^B«iVed tOihi^ orders, and fol- 

. lowed him to his own line, wh&i« tb^y wsre^wade-priaooeFS.^ 

128. The 7tb regiment, comrnaoded by M^oi rPisrOj Qijd 
tile 44th, under Major Baker, aided by. M^jor Butlw,'g4il^iit^ 

, nuuntained the conflict — forced thete»emy £ron^,evqry -secwe 
position he attempted tooccupy.^nd drpve,hiat auiile from,^e 
first point of attack. Confidiag)Oth«mselves„a!id t1ieir.g^aeiaJ, 
who was constantly with theini expoeed to,. danger ^iniJjje 
midst of the fight, inspiring by; l)is-^idoiHi,aiid encf^reging'!^ 

i bis example, they advanced tOj tb^ cptifliet, noreyiBOsd a.di^ 
position to leave it until the , pni^Booe ?£ tbeir- cotninaiKlfr 
directed ihem to retire. • i •■ : ; " - 'i - i; ■ 

129. From the violence of tbe ^uulb already m«de><tbe fears 
of the British bad been greatly fscited t. W )44{>'<ibeir fippr«' 
h ew iong alive was considered «n[){>ttWi vfifiti itWV P«^l^ 
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ittixctatuiy tlM?Diaer«W«tf4»g*"ctmfidence with whicb they had 
^wnveit'6fi«urr ,i}lSr«d;'knil-~-tbltolnpel them to act for a time 

upon the defensive. To effect this, General Coffee, with hia 
•]bri9^e;"i^iM4e»ei^Mv4f'6!^tfiG raorDJDg of the 24th, to unite 
'ffiith^ealdael fi'Htds.'iaad jt«)M>b show in the rear of Lacoste's 
f^ilanldlioBl'.'^he t-netny.ilbt'JW recovered of the panic pro- 
fcdueedbynhB'aiKmtteP iSe ;j«-«!8ding evening, already believed 
lJit'ir&>ir(ebinetnplfati^ittti^»<ttiother attack, and immediately 
FA«Dbditti«irMeh^'tO!Tef)b1<JtfUit Coffee having succeeded in 
^jreito+ering^eomertf WHfh*pse8;-»vhich vfere wandering along- the 
•mitrpn^crf.-lite flw«mpi.'«iMl..'ikii.»egaininf part of the clothing 
(KhicU'bis tt^Mps had 'Ihec Che anight before, returned to the line, 
f^toniit^idiem lA'«onj«etiire'i|he -objects of his movement. 
W";l3a! iThaiscaiity.aWifly^ehcSdllieg and blankets that remained 
i«Bt*eJ*6Wte^V"*'ft*>"*ne4i'long:aiid exposed marches, had been 
deFc4hef« di^y4tsiAeii¥)tiid Mtmti the enemy,. Their numbers 
IwtwwellrtAtOd.'ittsrf i(»4'strenph of their opponents too well 
iawA^lnediif^ ^rtytrnttiiof their force to remain and take care 
Orf'»hirt->ini4"laft:b«*hiiiJTil wasso essential to hasten on, reach 
itKeir'd^iitattcrft; knd' W ready^to act when the signal from tbe 
JOu«Htii«hbuH.'ettHkfnt*««lh))linco-operatiDD necessary, thatno 
\j|ime"J*a#i(Ril'(fed'!fB6»n'-tO tenure their horses; — tbey were 
INfcnbdi^loeee^ '«n$-t4io!f'<t'(;C&Ttiry trusted entirely to chance. 
^(lUthie^gft iMtiy-Werfr>Kg6t«ed,'aany were lost; while most of 
iJUhtt nran'.>fcWMnl"Ui^w4th« ^gle suit, to encounter, in the 
r''Opflft'By<ir«iKl'in "Stamps' eKv^l^ with water, the hardships of 
fiOMn{),'ahd -t)fe<^K<*(i<iit}>'«f 44n4n-. It is a circumstance which 
'tHiTiOeStkeM t»'lt«i#H> tyedlt/'thkt under privations to sereraly 
nwppKfttsivs.'Cottt^ltilttlB-'OfftitlWnurs were never heard. This 
'•kktit^ .^ttlgtf fbHttitlat4li|'_ Wtt§ fCot of long continuance, ne 

8»*t«:of lUetf'WififeMngaaWi-WMifortunes was no sooner known, 
ttteu'lheil^BlfrtuVe anpi^i^iaitS a. sum of money for their n- 
^l^r.'WSidWbi |'^ainy':f^Cr«tt8(!d by subscriptions in the city 
«M«r'-ni;gM)(ys<^(tcl-.'"Ma4Hh)«-' being purchased, the ladies, 
MMfflodtA'ChfiiHtli^chji^ty^lliB^itvarmth of heart characteristic 
(l|>f'lh6lr'<M^',>«ittoft<!K!'»ier4«>d4hdmselves in removing their dis- 
•feMWv'lli1»t%eiF'iAduk^'%«.<!«1led into action, and in a little 
^nl^tBt;'>'4ai'i^{it^'-'sdM!M<-«asiftdieved. Such generous con- 
*^*c«, Vtl-iMtAilS}f^'fl»it«t^iie>'&t'« moment when it was so nrach 
t»i^HtDiWiil«'itfc4af^VHd^)h6se females the highest honour, 

could not /ail to nerve the arm of the brave with new zeal fm 
ni(^^9h'^%PMv\h^imtma^3es. This distin^ished mark 
*Mmbeil'^tfiHiJtfl>atitPft»BM6lence is still remembered; and 
^^lt^iw#YI(H4WtlRtMti4A»ifWnti4rd to recount the dangers tbey 
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ha.ve pused, and irith peculiar pride to dwell on the mingled 
honours and hardsbips of the campai^, they breathe a senti- 
ment of gratitude .to thosi; who conferred upon them such 
, distinguished marks of their kindness, and who, by timely 
interference, alleviated their misfortunes and their sufferings, 

131. To present a cheek, and keep up a show of resistance, 
detachments of light troops were occasionally kept in front of 

. the line, assailing and harassing the enemy's advanced posts 
wbenever an opportunity was offered of acting to advantage- 
Every moment that could be gained, and every delay that could 
be extended to the enemy's attempts to reach the city, was of 
the utmost importance. The works were rapidly progressing, 
and hourly increasing in strength. The militia of the state 
were every day arriving, and every day the prospect of successful 
apposition was brightening-. 

132. The enemy still remained at hia first encampment. To , 
be in re^iness to repel an assault when attempted, the most 
active exertions were made on the 24th and 25th. The canal 
covering the front of our line was deepened and widened, and 
A stroi^ mud wall formed of the earth that Iiad been originally 
thrown out. To prevent any approach until bia system of 
defence should be in a state of greater forwardness, Jackson 
ordered the tevee to be cut, about a hundred yards below the 
point be had occupied. The river being very high, a broad 
stream of water passed rapidly through the plain, of the depth of 
^irty or forty inches, which prevented any approach of troops 
OD foot. Embrasures were formed, and tivo pieces of artillery, 
under the command of Lieutenant Spotts, early on the morning 
of the 24tb, were placed in a position to rake the road leading i{p 
the levee. 

133. He was under the constant apprehensions lest, in spite 
of his exertions below, the city migiif, through some other 
route, be reached and destroyed ; and those fe^rs were increased 
to-day, by a report that a strong force had arrived — debftrked 
at the bead of lake Borgne, and compelled an abandonment <rf 
the defence at Chef Menteur. This, however, proved to be un- 
founded : the enemy had not appeared in that direction, nor 
had the officer, to whom was entrusted the command of this 
fort, so much rdied on, forgotten his duty or forsaken his post- 
Acting upon the statement that Major Lacoste had retired fnm 
the fort, and fallen back on bayou St. John, and incensed that 
ordM«, which from their importance should have been faitl)- 
fuUy executed, had been thus lightly regarded, be bosteaed to 

.iafwa him what he had understood, and to forbid bis leavu^ 



64 Ltrs OP JACKMN. [Chap. 

■ his position. " The battery I have placed under your com- 
mand must be defended at all hazarda. In yon, and the valoar 
of your troops, 1 repose every confidence ; — let me noC be de- 
ceived. With us every thing goes on well ; the enemy has not 
yet advanced. Our troops have covered tberase)ve> vrith glory : 
it is a noble example, and worthy to be followed by all. Main- 
tain your post, nor ever think of retreating." To give addi- 
tional strength to a place deemed so important, inspire confi- 
dence, and ensure safety, Colonel Dyer, and two htmdred men, 
were ordered here to assist in its defence, and act as vtdettes, 

■ in advance of the occupied points. 

134. General Moigan, who at the English turn commanded 
the fort on the east bank of tbe river, was instructed to proceed 

' as near the enemy's camp as prudence and safety would permit, 
and, by destroying the levee, to let in the waters of the Misais- 
sippi between them. The execution of this order, and a similar 
one previously made below the line of defence, had entirely 
insulated the enemy, and prevented his march against either 
place. On the 26th, however, the commanding general fearing 

. for the situation of Morgan, who, from the British occupyii^ 
the intermediate ground, was entirely detached from his camp, 
directed him to abandon his encampment, carry off such of the 
cannon as might be wanted, and throw the remainder into the 
river, where they could be again recovered when the waters re- 
ceded ; to retire to the other aide of the river, and asstnne a 

' position on the rif ht bank, nearly opposite to his line, and have 
it fortified. This movement was imposed by the relative dis- 
position of the two armies. Necessity, not choice, made it 

' essential that St. Leon should be abandoned. 

135. From every intelligence, obtained through deserters 
and prisoners, it was evident that the British fieet would make 
an effort to ascend the river, and co-operate with the troopa 
already landed. Lest this, or a diversinn in a different quarter, 
night be attempted, exertions were made to be able to resist at 

'^t points, and to interpose such defisnces on the Mississippi as 
m^t assure protection. The forts on the river, well supported 
"With brave men, and heavy pieces of artillery, might, perhaps, 

' have the effect to deter their shipping from venturing in that 

direction, and dispose them to seek some safer route, if any 
could be discovered. Pass Barrataria was heat caleolated for 
this purpose, and here, in all probability, it was expected tbe 
'sIFort might be made. The difficulty of ascending the>Miani- 
'■ippi, from the rapidity of the current, its winding course, and 
the ample protection Jready given at forti St. Philip ami Boor- 
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bon, were circumatances to which it was not to be inferred the 
British were strangers : nor was it to be expected, that, with a 
knowledge of them, they would venture here the success of an 
enterprise on which so much depended. It was a more rational 
conjecture that they would seek a. passage through Barrataria — 
proceed up on the right bank of the river, and gain a position 
whence, co-operating with the forces on the east side, they 
might drive our troops from the line they had formed, and, at 
less hazard, succeed in the accomplishment of their designs. 
Major Reynolds was accordingly ordered thither, with instruc- 
tions to place the hayous, emptying through this pass, in the 
best possible state of defence — to occupy and strengthen the 
• island — to mount sufficient ordnance, and draw a chain, within 
cannon-shot, across, the more effectually to guard the route, 
and protect it from approach. Lafite, who had been heretofore 
promised pardon for the outrages he had committed against the 
laws of the United States, and who had already shown a lively 

■ zeal on behalf of his adopted country, was also dispatched with 
Reynolds. He was selected, because, from the proofs already 

-^en, no doubt was entertained of his fidelity, and because his 
knowledge of the topography and precise situation of this section 

■ of the state was remarkably correct :- it was the point where he 
had constantly rendezvoxtsed, during the time of cruising against 
the merchant vessels of Spain, under a commission obtained at 
Carthagena, and where he had become perfectly acquainted with 
every inlet and' entrance to the gulf through which a passage 
could be effected. 

136. With these arrangements — treasonapart — all anxiously 
alive to the interest of the country, and disposed to protect it, 
there was little room to apprehend or fear disaster. To use the 
general's own expression on another occasion, " the surest 
defence, and one which seldom failed of sueceaa, was a rampart 
of high-minded and brave men." That there were some of this 
description with him, on whom he could safely rely in momentB 

■ of extreme peril, he well knew ; but that there were many 
strangers to him and danger, and who had never been called to 
act in those situations where death, stalking in hideous round, 
appals and unnerves even the most resolute, was equally certain ; 

' whether they would contend with manly firmness, support the 
cause in which they hud embarked, and realize his anxious 
'Wishes on the subject, could be only known in the moment of 
conflict and trial ; when, if disappointed in his expectations, the 
means of retrieving the evil would be fled, and every thing lost 
in the result. 
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}37. As yet the eaemywere uniDformed of the poeition of 
JackaoD. What was his situation — nhat was intended — whetlier 
ofieosive or defensive operations would be pursued, were cir- 
cumstanceii on which they possessed no correct knowledge, nor 
could it be obtained ; still their exertions were unremitting to 
have all things prepared, and in readiaess to urge their designs 
whenever the moment for action should airive. They had been 
constantly eoga^d, since their landing, in procuring from their 
shipping every thing necessary to ulterior operation. A com- 
plete command on the lakes, and possession of a point on the 
margin, presented an uninterrupted ingress and egress, and 
afforded the opportunity of conveying whatever was wanted in 
perfect safety to their camp. Ttie height of the Mississippi, 
and the discharge of water through the openings made in the 
levee, had given en increased depth to the canal, from which 
they hod first debarked — enabled them to advance their boats 
much further in the direction of their encampment, and to bring' 
up, with greater convenience, jheir- artillery, bombs, and muni- 
tions. Thus engaged, during the first three days after their 
arrival, early on the morning of the 27th a battery was dis- 
covered on the bank of the river, which had been erected during 
the preceding night, and on whii:h were mounted several pieces 
of heavy ordnance ; from this position a fire was opened on the 
Caroline schooner, lying under the opposite shore. 

1 38. After the battle of the 23rd, in which this vessel had so 
effectually aided, she had passed to the opposite side of the 
river, where she had since lain. Her services were too highly 
appreciated not to be again desired, should the enemy en- 
deavour to advance. Her present situation was considered 
truly an unsafe one, hut it had been essayed in vain to advance 
her higher up the stream. No favourable breeze had yet arisen 
to aid her in stemming the current; and towing, and other 
remedies, had been already resorted to, but without success. 
Her safety might have been ensured by floating her down the 
river and placing her under cover of the gun^ of the fort, though 
it was preferred, as a matter of policy, to risk her where she was, 
Btill hourly calculating that a favourable wind might relieve 
h^r, rather than by dropping her with the current, lose those 
benefits which, against an advance of the enemy, it might be in 
her power so completely to extend. Commodore Patterson had 
left her on the 26th, by the orders of the commanding general, 
vhen Captain Henly made a further but ineffectual effort to 
ibrce her up the current, near to the'line. for thedouble purpoae 
of its defence and for her o4rn safety. 
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139. These attempts to remove her being dUcovered, at day- 
light, on the morning of the 27t]i, a battery, mounting five guos, 
opeoed upon her, discharging bombs and red-hot ahot ; it was 
spiritedly answered, hut without affecting the battery ; there 
being but a long twelve -pounder that could reach. The second 
fire bad lodged a hot shot in the bold, directly under her cables, 
whence it could not be removed, and where it immediately com- 
municated fire to the schooner. The shot from the battery were 
constantly taking effect, firing her in different places, and other- 
wise producing material injury ; while the blaze already kindled 
under her cables was rapidly extending its ravages. A well- 
grounded apprehension of her commander, that she cduld be no 
longer derendcd — the flames bursting; forth in different parts, 
and fast increasing, induced a fear lest the magazine should be 
soon reached, and every thing destroyed. One of his crew being 
killed, and six wounded, and not a glimmering of hope entertained 
that she could be preserved, orders were given to abandon her. 
The crew in safety reached the shore, and in a short time after- 
wards she blew up. 

140. Although thus unexpectedly deprived of so material a 
dependence for successful defence, an opportunity was soon pre- 
sented of using her brave crew to advantage. Gathering confi- 
dence from what had been just effected, the enemy left their 
encampment, and moved in the direction of our line. Their 
numbers had been increased, and Major-General Sir Edward 
Packenham now commanded in person. Early on the 2Sth, his 
columns commenced their advance to storm our works. At the 
distance of half a mile, their heavy artillery opened, and quanti- 
ties ofbombs, halls, and congreve rockets, were discharged. It 
was a scene of terror and alarm, which they had probably calcU' 
lated would excite a panic in the minds of the raw troops of our 
army, and compel them to surrender at discretion, or abandon 
their strong hold. But our soldiers had afforded abundant proof. 
that, whether disciplined or not, they well knew how lo defend 
the honour and interests of their country ; and had sufficient 
valour not to be alarmed at the reality — still leas the semblance 
of danger. Far from exciting their apprehensions, and driving 
them from their ground, their firmness still remained unchanged ; 
Btill was manifested a determination not to tarniab a reputation 
they had hardly earned ; and which had become too dear, from 
the difficulties and dangers they bad passed to acquire it, for it 
now taniely to be surrendered. Tlieir congreve rockets, though 
A kind of instrument of destruction to which our troops, unskilliad 
in the science of desolating warfare, had been hitherto strangere. 
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■ eicited no other feeling than that which novelty inspires. At 
' the moment, therefore, that the British, in different columns, 

vere moving up, in all the pomp and parade of battle, preceded 
by these insignia of terror more than danger, and were expect- 
i^ (o behold their " Yankee foes" trerabling'ly retire and flee 

■ before them, our batteries opened, and halted their advance. 

141, In addition to the two pieces of cannon mounted on our 

■ works on the 24th, three others, of heavy caliber, obtained from 
the navy department, had been formed along the line; these 
opening on the enemy, checked their progress, and disclosed to 
them the hazard of the project they were on. Lieutenants 
Crawley and Norris volunteered, and with the crew of the Caro- 
line rendered important sen'icea, and maintained at the gum 
they commanded that firmness and decision for which on pre~ 
viouB occasions they had been so highly distinguished. They 
Iiad been selected by the general because of their superior 
knowledge in gunnery ; and on this occasion gave a further 

■ evidence of their skill and judgment, and of a disposition to act 
in any situation where they could he serviceable. The line, 
which from the labours bestowed on it was daily strengthening 

' was not yet in a situation efFectually to resist; this deficiency, 

■ however, was well remedied by the brave men who were formed 
in its rear. , 

142. From the river the greatest injury was eflfected. Lieu< 
tenant Thompson, who commanded the Louisiana sloop, which 
lay nearly opposite the line of defence, no sooner discovered the 
columns approaching, than warping her around, he brought her 
starboard g^na to bear, and produced such an effect as forced 

■ them to retreat : but, from tbeir heavy artillery, the enemy 
maintained the conflict with great spirit, constantly discharging 
their bombs and rockets for seven hours, when, unable to make 
a breach, or silence the fire from the sloop, they abandoned b 

■ contest where few advantages seemed to be presented. TBe 
crew of this vessel was composed of new recruits, and of dis- 
cordant materials, — of soldiers, citizens, and seamen ; yet, by the 
activity of their commander, they were so well perfected in their 
duty, that they already managed their guns with the greatest 
precision end certainty of effect ; and, by three o'clock in the 
evening, with the aid of the land batteries, had completely 
silenced and driven back the enemy. Emboldened by the eSect 
produced the day before on the Caroline, the furnaces of the 
enemy were put in operation, and numbers of hot shot thrown 
from a heavy piece which was placed behind and protected by 

■ the levee. - An attempt was now made to cany it off, when that 
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protection heretofore had being taken away, those in the direc- 
tion of it were fairly exposed to our fire, and suffered greatly. 
In their endeavours to remove it, " I saw," gays Commodore 
PattersOD, " distiDctly, with the aid of a glais, teveral baHs 
strike in the midst of the men who were employed in dra^ng 

. it away." In this engagement, commenced and waged for 
seven honrs, we received little or no injury. The Louisiana 
sloop, against which the nio3t violent exertions were made, had 

' but a single man wounded, by the fragments of a shell which 
bursted' over her deck. Our entire loss did not exceed nine 
killed, and eight or ten wounded. The enemy, bein^ more ex- 
posed, acting in the open^eld, and in range of our guna, suffered, 

. from information afterwards procured, considerable injury; at 
least one hundred and twenty were killed and wounded. 

143. Among the killed, on our side, was Colonel James Hen- 
derson, of ihe Tennessee militia. An advance party of the Bri- 
tiib had, during the action, taken post behind a fence that ran 
oUiqnely to, and not very remote from, our line. Henderson, 
with a detachment of two hundred men, was sent out by General 
Carroll to drive them from apositioo whence they were effeclii^ 
some injury, end greatly annoying our troops. Had he ad- 
vanced in the manner directed, he would have been less exposed, 
and enabled more efiectually to have secured the object intended ; 

, but, misunderstanding the order, he proceeded in a different 
route, and fell a victim to his error. Instead of marching in the 
direction of the wood, and turning the enemy, which might have 
cut off their retreid, he proceeded in front, towards the river, 
leaving them in rear of the fence, and himself and his detacb- 

. ment open and exposed. His mistake being perceived from the 
line, he was called by the adjutant-general, and directed to re- 
turn ; but the noise of the waters, through which they were 
wading, prevented any communication. Having reached a knoll 
of dry ground, he formed, and attempted the execution of hia 
order; but soon fell, by a wound in the head. Deprived of lb«r 
commander, and perceiving their situation hazardous and un- 
tenable, the detachment retreated to the line, with the loss of 
their colonel and five men. 

144. White this advance was made, a column of the enemy 
was threatening an attack on our extreme left; to frustrate the 
attempt, Co^ was ordered with his riflemen to hasten through 
the woods, and check their approach. Tha enemy, aldiough 
greatly superior to him in numbers, no sooner discovered his 
movement than they retired, and abandoned the attack they had 

• pre vjoosly meditated. 
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145. A sappined diMffection in New OrieaDs, and an enemy 
in front, were arcuin stances well calculated to emte unplea- 
sant forebodings. General Jackson believed it necessary aad 
essential to his security, while contending with avowed foes, aot 
to be wholly inattentive to dangers lurking at home ; but, fay 
guarding vigilantly, to be able to suppress any treasonable pur- 
pose, the moment it should be developed, and before it ahoold 
bave time to mature. Previously, therefore, to departing from 
the city, on the evening of the 23rd, he had ordered Major 
Butler, his aid, to remain with the guards, and be vigilant that 

. nothing transpired in his absence calculated to operate injuri- 
ously. His fears that there were many of the inhabitants wbo 
felt no attachment to the government, and would not scruple to 
surrender, whenever, prompted by their interest, it should be- 
. come necessary, has been already noticed. In this beUef, sub- 
sequent circumstances evinced there was no mistake, and showed 
that to his assiduity and energy is to be ascribed that the country 
was protected and saved. It is a fact, which was disclosed 
on making an exchange of prisoners, that, despite of all the 
efforts made to prevent it, the enemy were daily and constantly 
apprized of every thing that transpired in our camp. Every 
.arrangement, and every change of position, was immediately 
communicated. On the day subsequent to a contest oa the 
lakes, on the 14tb December, Mr, Shields, purser in the navy, 
had been dispatched with a flag, to Cat island, accompaiuBd by 
Dr. Murrell, for the purpose of alleviating the siloation of our 
. wounded, and to effect a negotiation, by which they should be 
' liberated on parole. We are not aware that such an applica- 
. tion militated against the usages and customs of war : if not, 
the flag of truce should have been respected ; nor ought its 
bearer to have been detained as a prisoner. Admiral Cochrane's 
pretended fear that it. was a wile, designed to ascertain his 
strength and situation, is far from presenting any sufficient 
excuse for ao wanton an outrage on propriety and the rules of 
war. If this w^e apprehended, could notithe messengers have 
been met at a distance from the fleet, and ordered back with- 
out a near approach ? Had this been done, no information 
could have been gained, and the object designed to be secured 
by the detention would have been answered, without infringing' 
that amicable intercourse between contending armies, which, 
when violated or disregarded, opens a door to brutal and savage 
warfare. Finding they did not return, the cause of it was at 
oDce correctly divined. 

146. The British admiral was very solicitous, and rewOed to 
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TsrieiM mdam to obtaia Trom these gentleinen information of 
die atrength and condition and dispoEition of our army ; but bo 
coutioas e reierve was maiotained, that from tiiem nothing-coidd 
be elicited. Shields was perceived to be quite deaf, and calcu- 
lalin^ on some advantage to be derived from this circnmstanoe. 
he ud the doctor were jdaced at ni^ht in the green room, 
where any conversation which occurred between them could 
readily be heard. Suspecting, perhaps, something of the kind, 
after haviny retired, and every thing was seemingly still, they 
began to speak of their situation — the circumstance of their 
being detained, and of the prudent caution with which they had 
guarded themselves against communicating any information to 
the British admiral. But, continued Shields, how greatly theee 
gentlemen will be disappointed in their expectations, for Jack- 
son with the twenty thousand troops he now has, and tbo rein- 
forcements from Kentucky, which must Bpeedily reach him, will 
be able to destroy any force that can he landed from these ships. 
Every word was beard, and treasured, end not supposing there 
was any design, or that he presumed himself overheard, they 

, were beguiled by it, and at once concluded our force to be as 
^reat as it was represented ; and hence no doubt arose the reason 
of that prudent care and caution with which the enemy after- 
Wards proceeded ; for "nothing," remarked a British officer, at 
the clcrae of the invasion, " was kept a secret from us, except 

. your numbers : this, although diligently sought after, could 
never be procured." 

147. Between the 23rd, and the attack on the 28th, to carry 
our line. Major Butler, who still remained at his post in the 
city, was applied to by Fulwar Skipwith, at that time speaker of 
the senate, to ascertain the commanding general's views, pro- 
vided he should be driven from his line of encampment, and com- 

- pelled to>retreat through the city ; would he in that event de- 
stroy it? It'was, indeed, a curious inquiry from one who, 
having spent his life in serving his country in difEerent c^ia- 

. cities, might belter have understoqd the duty of a subordinate 

. officer ; and that even if, from his situation. Major Butler bad 
BO far acquired the confidence of his general as to have become 
acquainted with his views and designs, he was not at liber^ to 

. divulge them, without destroying confidence and acting crimi- 
nally. On asking the cause of the inquiry, Mr. Skipwith re- 
plied, it was rumoured, and so understood, that if driven from 
his position, and made to retreat upon the city. General Jackson 
had it in contemplation to lay it in ruins ; the legislature, be 
Mid, desired informatioa on this subject, that if such were bis 
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iDtentioiiR, they mi^t, by offerins; terms of capitulation t6 the 
eitemy, avert so Berious a calamity. That a sentiment having' 
for its object a Buirender of the city should be entertained by 
this body was scarcely credible ; yet a few daya brought the 
certainty of it more ftiUy to view, and showed that they were 
already devising plans to ensure the safety of themselves and 
property, even at any sacrifice. While the general was hastening 
along the line, from ordering Coffee, as we have just observed, 
against a column of the British on the extreme left, he was 
hailed by Mr. Duncan, one of his volunteer aids, and informed, 
thai already it was agitated, secretly, by the members of the 
legislature, to offer terms of capitulation to the enemy, and 
proffer a surrender ; and that Glovernor Claiborne awaited bis 
orders on the subject. Poised as was the result, the safety or 
foil of the city resting in uncertainty, although it was plainly to 
be pereeived, that, with a strong army before them, no such 
resolution could be carried into effect, yet it might be produc- 
tive of evil, and in the end bring about the most fatal conse- 
quences. Even the disclosure of such a wish on the part of the 
l^slature might create parties — excite opposition in the army, 
and inspire the enemy with renewed confidence. The Ten- 
nessee forces, and Mississippi volunteers, it was not feared 
would be affected by the measure ; but it might detach the 
Ijouisiana militia, and even extend itself to the ranks of the 
regular troops. Jackson was greatly incensed, that those whose 
safety he had so much at heart, should be seeking, under tke 
authority of office, to mar his best exertions. He was, however, 
too warmly pressed at the moment, for the battle was raging, 
to give it the attention its impOTtance merited ; but, availing 
himself of the first respite from the violence of the attack waged 
i^ajnst him, he apprized Governor Claiborne of what he hod 
heard ;-~ordered him closely to watch tho conduct of the legis- 
lature, and the moment a project of offering a capitulation to 
the enemy shoulcj be-^uUy disclosed, to place a guard at the 
door and confine tbem to their chamber. The governor, in bis 
zeal to execute the command, and from a fear of the conse- 
quences involved in such conduct, construed as imperative an 
order which was merely contingent ; and placing an armed force 
at the door of the capitol, prevented the members from conven- 
ing, and their schemes from maturing. 

148. The purport of this order was essentially misconceived 
by the governor ; or, perhaps, with a view to avoid subsequent 
inconveniences and complaints, was designedly mistaken. :iack- 
■on's object was not to restrain tbe legislature in the disdia^ 
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of their official duties -, for altboug'h he thought, that such a ' 
momeDt, when the Bound of the cannon was conitantly pe&lin^ 
ia their ears, was inauBpicious to wholeaome l^slation, and 
that it would have better comported with the state of the times 
for them to abaudon their civil duties and appear in the field, 
yet was it a matter indelicate to be proposed ; and it was hence 
preferred, that they should adopt whatever course might be 
sog^^Ated by their own notions of propriety. This sentiment 
would have been still adhered to ; but when through the com- 
munication of Mr. Duncan the; were represented as entertaining 
(pinions and schemes adverse to the general interest and safe^ 
of the country, the necessity of a new and different course of 
conduct was at once obvious. But he did not order Governor 
Claiborne to interfere with or prevent them from proceeding 
with'tbeir duties ; on the contrary, he was instructed, so soon as 
any thing hostile to the general cause should be ascertained, to 
place a guard at the door, and keep the members to their post 
and to their duty. My object in this, remarked the general, 
was, that then they would be able to proceed with their business 
without producing the slightest injury : whatever schemes they 
might entertain would have remained with themselves, without 
the power of circulating them to the prejudice of any other in- 
terest than their own. I had intended to have had them well 
treated and kindly dealt by; and thus abstracted from every 
thing parsing without doors, a better opportunity would have 
been afforded them to enact good and wholesome laws ; but 
Go^-ernor Claiborne mistook my order, and instead of shutting 
them in doors, contrary to my wishes and expectation, turned 
them out. 

149. Before this he had been called on by a special committee 
of the legislature to know what liis course would be should ne- 
cessity compel him from his position. If, replied the general, 
I thought the hair of my head could divine what I should do forth- 
with, I would cut it off : go back with this answer ; say to your 
honourable body, that if disaster does overtake me, and the fate 
<tf war drives me from my line to the city, they may expect to 
have a very warm session. And what did you design to do, I 
inquired, provided you had been forced to retreat p I should, ho 
relied, have retreated to the city, fired it, and fought the enemy 
amidst the surrounding flames. There were with me men ot 
wealth, owners of considerable property, who, in such an event, 
would have been amongst the foremost to hare applied the torch 
to their own buildings ; and what they had left undone I should 
have completed. Nothing for the comfortable rooinienance of 
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the enemy vould b&ve been left in the rear. I wooU have d^ 
atroyed New Orleans — occupied a position above on the river — 
CBt ofT all Bupplies, and in thi^ way compelled them to depart 
from the countiy. 

150. We sball not pretend to ascribe this conduct of the 
legislature to disaffection, or to treasonable motives. The ink- 
pulse tbat produced it was, no doubt, interest— a principle of 
the human mind which stroogrly sways, and often destroys its 
best conclusions. The disparity of the two armies, in numbers, 
preparation, and discipline, had excited apprehension and de- 
stroyed hope. If Jackeon were driven hack, and little else w^ 
looked for, rumour fixed his determination of devoting the city 
to destruction : but even if sucb were not his intention, tjto 
wrath and vengeance of the enemy might be fairly calculated to 
be in proportion to the opposition they should receive. Althongb 
these considerations may somewhat palliate, they do not justify. 
The government was represented in the person of the com- 
manding general, on whom rested all responsibihty, and whose 
voice on the subject of resistance or capitulation should alone 
have been heard. In the Geld were persons who were enduring 
hardships and straining every nerve for the general safe^'. A 
few of the members of their own body, too, were there, who did 
not despond. Might not patriotism, then, have admonished 
these men, honoured as they were with the confidence of the 
people rather to have pursued a course having for its object to 
keep alive excitement, than to have endeavoured to introduoe 
fear, and paralyze exertion ? Such conduct, if productive of 
nothing worse, was well calculated to excite alarm. If the mi- 
litia, who had been hastily drawn to the camp, and who were yet. 
trembling for the safety of their families, had been told that a 
few private men, of standing in society, had expressed their 
opinions, and declared resistance useless, it would, without 
doubt, have occasioned serious apprehensions ; but, in a much 
greater degree would they be calculated to arise, when told that 
the members of the legislature, chosen to preside over the safe^ 
and destinies of the state, after due deliberation, had pro- 
nounced all attempts at successful opposition, vain and inef- 
fectual. 

151. Here was an additional reason why expedients should 
be devised, and every precaution adopted, to prevent any com* 
munication by which the slightest intelligence should be had of 
dor situation, already indeed sufiiciently deplorable. Addi> 
tional guards were posted along the swamp, on both sides of the 
Mississippi, to arrest all intercourse ; while on the river, the 
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common highway, Vatcb hoate were constantly plying during 
the nipht, in different directione, bo that a log' could scarcely 
float down the stretun unperceived. Two flat-bottomed boats, 
on a dark night, were turned adrift above, to ascertain if vigilance 
were preserved, and whether there would be any possibility of 
escapiog the guards and passiDg in safety to the British lines. 
The light boats discovered thetn on their passage, and on the 
alarm being given, they were opened upon by the Louisiana. 
slAop, and the batteries on the shore, and in a few minutes were 
sunk. In spile, however, of every precaution, treason still dis- 
cevered avenues through which to project and execute her nefa- 
rious plans, and through them was constantly afforded informa- 
tion to the enemy ; carried to them, no doubt, by adventurous 
friends, who sought and effected their nightly passage through 
the deepest parts of the swamp, where it was impossible for sen- 
tinels to be stationed* 

152. Great inconvenience was sustained for the want of arms, 
and much anxiety felt, lest the enemy, through their faithful 
adherents, might, on this subject also obtain information ; to 
prevent it as far as possible. General Jackson endeavoured to 
conceal the strength and situation of his army, by suffering his 
reports to be seen by none but himself and the adjutant-genera!. 
Many of the troops in the field were supplied with common 
guns, which were of little service. The Kentucky troops, daily 
eitpected, were also understood to be badly provided with arms. 
Uncertain but that the city might yet contain many articles that 
would be serviceable, orders were issued to the major of New 

• LtttiT/rim ChuTlfi K. Blanchard d 
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rUans, 


March SO, 


, lSt4. 


cnvTr! 


nt'iOQ tbat 


: toyoor 
occurr»d 



SiB — I hsve the honour, ngreeably to yoi 
KzceUeni^, in writing, the substance of a 

lietween QnBrter-master Peddie, of the British army, nnd myself, on the 
11th instant, on boBrd his Britannic Majesty's ship Hirald. Quartar-- 
nustei Peddie obaerved, that the commanding officers of the British 
forces were daily in the receipt of every information from the citjrof New 
Orleana, which thay might require, in aid of their operations, for the 
completion of the objects of the eipeditioa;— that they were perfectly 
Heqnainted with the situation of every part of onr forces, the manner in_^ 
which the same was situated, the numbei of our fortificstiona, their 
Bttength, position. Sic. As to the liattsry on the left hanlt ot the Hissia- 
sippi, he described its altuation. its distance from the maia poet, >nd 
promptly offered me > plan of the works. He furthermore slated, that 
tha above informntion was received from seven or eight persons, in the 
ciy of New Orleans, from whom be could at any hour piocure every 
inMnaUion aecMsory to pravote his Miyastj'i interest. 
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Orleans, directing bim dil^atl^ to inquire through every store 
and houee, and take possession of all the muskets, bayonets, 
ipades, and axes, be could find. Understanding too there were 
many young men who from difierent pretexts had not appeared 
in the field, he was instructed to obtain a register of every man 
in the city under the age of fifty, that measures might he con- 
certed for drawing forth those who had hitherto appeared back- 
ward in engaging in the pending contest. 

133. Frequent light skirmisHes, by advanced parties, without 
material effect on cither side, were the only incidents that took 
place for several days. Colonel Hinds, at the head of the Mis- 
sissippi dragoons, on the 30th December, was ordered lo dis- 
lodge a party of the enemy, who, under cover of a ditch that 
ran across the plun, were annoying our fatigue parties. In bis 
advance he was unexpectedly thrown into an ambuscade, and 
became exposed to the fire of a tine, which had hitherto lain 
concealed and unobserved. His collectkl conduct and gallant 
deportment gained him and his corps the approbation oT the 
commanding general, and extricated him from the danger iu 
which he was placed. The enemy, forced from their position, 
, retired, and he returned to the line, with the loss of five of his 
men. 

154. The British were encamped two miles below the Ame- 
rican army, on a perfect plain, and in full view. Although 
foiled in their attempt to carry our works by the force of their 
batteries on the 28tii, they yet resolved upon another attack, 
and one which they believed would be more successful. Pre- 
suming their failure to have arisen from not having sufficiently 
strong batteries and heavy ordnance, a more enlarged euTaoge- 
ment was resorted to, with a confidence of silencing opposition, 
and effecting such breaches in our entrenchment as would en- 
able their columns to pass, without being exposed to any con- 
siderable hazard. The interim between the 2Sth of December 
and Ist January was accordingly spent in preparing to execute 
their designs. Their boats had been dispatched to the shipping, 
and an additional supply of heavy cannon landed through Elayou 
Bienvenu, whence they bad first debarked. , 

155. During' the night of the 31st December they were 
busily engaged. An impenetrable fog next morning, which 
was not dispelled until nine o'clock, by concealing their pur- 
pose, aided them in the plans they were projecting, and gave 
time for the completion of their works. Tliis having disap- 
peared, several heavy batteries, at the distance of six hundred 
yards, mounting eighteen and twenty-four pound cammades. 
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were presented to view. No Boooer was it sufficieotiy clear to 
distiD^ish objects at a distance, than these were opened, and a 
tremendous burst of artillery cooiinenced, accompanied with 
congreve rockets, that filled the air in all directions. Oiir 
troops, protected by a defence, which from their constant 
labours and exertions they believed to be impregnable, unmoved 
and undisturbed, maincained their ground, and by their skitfol 
management in the end, succeeded indismountiogand silencing 
the guns of the enemy. The British, through the friendly in- 
terference of some disaffected citizens, having been apprized of 
the situation of the general's quarters, that he dwelt in a house 
at a small distance in the rear of his line of defence, against it 
directed their first and principal eSart9> with a view lo destroy 
the commander. So great was the number of balls thrown, th^ 
in a little while its porticos were beaten down, anil the building 
made a complete wreck. In this dishonourable design they 
were however disappointed ; for with Jackson it was a constant 
practice, on the first appearance of danger, not to wait in his 
quarters watching events, but instantly to proceed to the line, 
and he ready, to form his arrangement as circumstances ipigbt 
require. Constantly in expectation of a cliarge, he was never 
absent from the post of danger; and thither iie had this morn- 
ing repaired, at tbe first sound of the canuou, to aid in defence, 
and inspire his troops with firmness. Our guns along the line 
now opened to repel the assault, and a couslant roar of cannon, 
on both sides, continued until nearly noon; when, by the su- 
perior skill of our engineers, the two batteries formed on the 
right, next tne woods, were nearly beaten down, and many of the 
guns dismounted, broken, and rendered useless. That next the 
river still continued its fire until three o'clock ; when perceiving 
all attempts to force a breach incfiectual, the enemy gave up 
the contest and retired. Every act of tlieirs discovers a strange 
delusion, and unfolds on what wild and fanciful grounds all 
their expectations were founded. That the American troops 
were well posted, and strongly defended by pieces of heavy 
ordnance mounted along their line, was a fact well kno«-n ; yet 
A belief was confidently indulged that the undisciplined collection 
which constituted the strength of our army, would be able to 
derive little benefit from such a circumstance ; and that artillery 
could produce but slight advantages in tbe hands of persons 
who were strangers to the manner of using it. That many who, 
from necessity, were called to the direction of the guns, 
were at first entirely unacquainted with their management, is 
indeed true ; yet the accuraqr ud preciBioa with vhiob th^ 
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tKrew tbeir shot, aSbrdad « nmvincio^ a^wu e i rt sitber thftt 
tiiey poBsCEsed the capacity of becomiD^ in a tiuxt, time well 
acqufdnted witb the art of gnau^ry, or that it va« a science 
the acqaf ring of vhkh vas not attended vith incalculable diffi- 
CTltiea. 

156. That they vonld be able to effect an opening and march 
throngh tbe strong- defence in their front, was an idea so fondly 
cherished by our assailants, that an appreliensioa of failure had 
scarcely ever occorred. So sangTiine were they in this beliet 
that early in the morning their Boldiers were arranged along 
tbe ditches, in rear of their batteries, prepared and ready to 
advance to the charge the moment a breach could be made. 
Here, by their situation, protected from danger, they remained, 
miting the result that should call them lo act. But their 
eflbrts not having produced the slightest impresF^ion, nor their 
rockets the effect of driving our militia away, they abandoned 
the contest, and retired to their camp, leaving their batteries 
materially injured^nay, well nigfa destroyed. 

157. Perceiving their attempts must fail, and that such an 
effect could not be produced as would warrant their advance, 
another expedient was resorted to, but with no better success. 
It occurred to the British commander that an attack might be 
made to advantage next the woods, and a force was accordingly 
ordered to penetrate in this direction, and turn the left of our 
line, which was supposed not lo extend further than to the mar- 
^n of (he swamp. In this way, it was expected a diversion 
could be made, while the reserve columns, being in readinesp, 
and waiting, were to press forward the moment this object could 
be efiected. Here, too, disappointment resulted. Coffee's bri- 
gade, being already extended into the swamp, as far as it was 
possible for an advancing party to penetrate, brought unex- 
|iected dangers into view, atid occasioned an abandonment of 
the project. That to turn the extreme left of the line was prac- 
ticable, and might be attempted, va« the subject of early con- 
sideration ; and necessary precantion had been taken to prevent 
it. Although cutting the levee had raised tbe waters in tba 
swamp, and increased the difficulties of keeping troops there, 
yet a fear lest this pass might be sought by the enemy, and the 
rear of the line thereby gained, had determined the general to 
extend his defence even here. This had been entrusted to 
General Cofiee ; and surely a. more arduous duty can scarcely 
be imagined. To form a breast-work in tuch a place waa at- 
tended vith many difficulties, and connderable exposure. A 
il^ht defence^ homrer, bad been thrown up, and the undw- 
wood, for thir^ or forty yanfe in front, cut down, that the 
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«-iflwiea atatioDod for ite protection mightltavea coo^lete rie^ 
of any force vhich through tbia route might attempt a pasiage. 
When it is recollected that this poaitioa wae to be Biaintaioed 
night and day, uncertwn of the moment of attack, and that the 
only opportunity afforded our troops for rest was on Ic^ and 
"bruh thrown together, by which they were raised above the 
surrounding water, it may be truly said, that seidom has i^ 
iallen to the lot of any to encounter greater hardships : bnt 
accustomed to privation, and alive to those feelings which « 
love of country inspires, they obeyed without complaining, and 
cheerfully kept their position until all danger had subsided. 
Sensible of the importance of the point they defended, and that 
it was necessary to be maintained, be the sacrifice what it migfat, 
they looked to nothing but a zealous and faithful discharge of 
the trust coniided to them. 

158, Our low in this affair was eleven killed, and twenty- 
three wounded : that of the enemy was never correctly known. 
The only certain information ii contained in a communication 
of tfae 28th January, from General Lambert to Earl Bathurst, 
in which the casualties and losses, from the 1st to the 5tb, are 
stated at seventy-eigiit. Many allowances, however, are to be 
made for this report. It was written at a time when, from the 
numerous disasters encountered, it was not to be presumed the 
general's mind was in a situation patiently to remember or mi- 
nutely to detail the facts. From the great precision of our fire, 
and the injury visibly sustained by their batteries, their loss was 
nodoubt considerable. Theenemy's heavy shot havingpcnetrated 
our entrenchment in many places, it was discovered not to be as 
strong as had at 6rat been imagined. Fatigue parties were again 
employed, and its strength daily increased : an additional number 
of bales of cotton were taken to be applied to strengthening and 
defending the embrasures along the line. A Frenchman, whose 
property had been thas, without his consent, seized, fearful of tfae 
injury it might sustain, proceeded in person to Cieneral Jackson 
to reclaim it, and to d«uand its delivery. The general having 
heard his ctHsplaint, and ascertained from faim that he was 
unesspti^ed in any military service, directed a musket to be 
brott^t to him, and placing it in his hand, ordered him on the 
line, remarking at the same time, that as he seemed to be 9 
man possessed of property, he knew of none who had a better 
right to fight and to defend it. 

159. 1 he British bad again retired to ^eir encampment It 
WM trell understood by Jackson that they were in daily expecta- 
tion «f coDiidcraUe reiafofceinents ; ihoogb be raKed vitb 
*» " '^'^ 
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confidence in the belier that a few more days would also bring 
to hia assistance the troops from Kentucky. Each party, there- 
fore, was busily and constantly engaged in preparation, the one 
to wage a vigorous attack, the other bravely to defend, and 
resolutely to oppose it. 

160. The position of the American army was in the rear of 
an entrenchment formed of earth, and which extended in a 
straight line from the river to a considerable distance in the 
swamp. In front was a deep ditch, which had been formerly 
used as a mill-race. The Mississippi had receded and left this 
dry next the river, though in many places Ihe water still re- 
mained. Along the line, and at unequal distances, to the centre 
of General Carroll's command, were guns mounted, of different 
caliber, from six to thirty-two pounders. Near the river, and 
in advance of the entreocliment, was erected a redoubt, with 
embrasures, commanding ihe road along the levee, and calcu- 
lated lo rake Ae ditch in front. 

161. We hare heretofore slated, that General Morgan was 
ordered on the 24th of December to cross to the west bank of the 
Mississippi. From an apprehension entertained that an attempt 
might be made through Barrataria, and the city reached from 
the right bank of the river, the general had extended his defence 
there likewise : in fact, unacquainted with the enemy's views, — 
not knowing the number of their troops, nor but that they 
might have sufficient strength to wage an attack in various di- 
rections, and anxiously solicitous to be prepared at all points, 
he had carefully divided out his forces, that he might guard and 
be able to protect, in whatever direction an assault should be 
waged. His greatest fears, and hence hia strongest defence 
next to the one occupied by himself, was on the Chef Menteur 
road, where Governor Claiborne, at the head of the Louisiana 
militia, was posted. The position on the right was formed on 
the same plan with the line on the left, — lower down than that 
un the len, and extending to the swamp at right angles to the 
river. Here General Mor^n commanded. 

162. To be prepared against every possible contingency 
that might arise, Jackson had established another line of 
defence, about two miles in the rear of the one at present occa- 

jtied, which Was intendedas a rallying point if he should be driven 
from his first position. With the aid of his cavalry, to give a 
momentary check to the advance of the enemy, he expected to be 
enabled, with inconsiderable injury, to reach it ; where he would 
again have advantages on his side, he in a situation to diapute 
'a farther passage to the city, and arrest their |Wogres«. ■ To 
inspirit bis own aoldiers, and to «sbibit to the enemy as great & 
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■how as possible of strength and intended resistance, his uu- 
armed troops, which constituted no very inconsiderable number, 
were here stationed. AH intercourse between the lines, except 
by confidential officers, was prohibited, and every precaution and 
'vigilance employed, not only to keep this want of preparation 
concealed front the enemy, but even from being known on bis 

163. Occauonal firing at a distance, which produced nothing 
of consequence, was all that jnarked the interim from the Ist to 
the 8th of January. 

164. On the 4th of this month, the long-expected reinforce- 
jment from Kentucky, Bmountieg to twenty-two hundred and 
fifty, under the command of Major-General Thomas, arrived at 
Jiead quarters ; but so ill provided with arms as to he incapable 
of rendering any considerable service. The alacrity with which 
the citizens of this state had proceeded to the frontiers, and aided 
in the north-western campai^is, added to the disasters which 
ill-timed policy or misfortune had produced, liad created such a 
(train, that arnia were not to be procured. They had advanced, 
however, to their point of destination, with an expectation of 
being supplied on their arrival. About five hundred of them 
.Imd muskets; the rest were provided with guna, from which 
.Utile or no advantage could he expected. The mayor of New 
, Orleans, at the request of General Jackson, had already ex- 
.amioed and drawn from the city every weapon that could be 
' found ; while the arrival of the Louisiana militia, in an equally 
.unprepared situation, rendered it impossible for the evil to be 

effectually remedied, A boat laden with arms was somewhere 
on the river, intended for the use and defence of the lower 
eoimtry; but where it was, or when it might arrive, rested 
alone on hope and conjecture. Expresses had been dispatched 
up the river, for three hundred miles, to seek and hasten it on ; 
still there were no tidings of an approach. That so' many bravo 
men, at a moment of such anxious peril, should be compelled to 
stand with folded arms, unable, from their situation, to render the 
least possible service to their country, was an event greatly to be 
deplored, and did not fail to excite the feelings and sensibility of 
the commanding? general. His mind active, and prepared for 
any thing but despondency, sought relief in vain ; — there 
was none. No alternative was presented but to place them at 
bis entrenchment in the rear, conceal their actual conditioa, 
sod by the show they might make, add to his appearance and 
numbers, without at alt increasing his strength. 

165. Information was now received that Major-Generat 
, X^mbert bad joined the British comnaiuleNiu'cjuef with a 



eoHaiderable reinforc«fnent. ■ It had been heretoAm onrtoanosd 
in the American camp that additional forces were «lpected, aai 
•omcHiin^ decisive might be loolced for as soon as they shoaM 
arrive. This circumstance, in connexion with others no lesi 
foyouring' the idea, had ted to the cOndasion that a few dayt 
nore would, in all probability, brin; on tbe straggle which 
would decide the fate of the city. It was more than erer iw 
eessary to keep concealed the ailuatlon of his army ; andi above 
)dl, to preserve as secret as possible its nnarmed condition. To 
restrict all communication, even with his own lines. Was now, 
M danger incresded, rendered more important. None were 
permitted to leave the line, and none from without to pass inM 
his camp, but such as were to be implicitly confided in. The liirt 
of sentinels were strengthened in front, that none mi^t pass W 
the enemy, should desertion be attempted r yet notwithstanding 
this precaution and core, his plans and situation were disdosed. 
On the night of the 6th January a soldierfrom the line, bysome 
means, succeeded in eluding the vigilance of oar sentinels. 
Early next morning his departure was discovered ; it was st 
once correctly conjectured he had gone over to the ennny, and 
would, no doubt, afford them all the information in his power to 
communicate. This opinion, as subsequent circumstances 4w- 
closed, was well founded ; and dearly did he atone -his.oime. 
He unfolded to the British the situation of the Amerioin Hm. 
the late reinforeeroents we had received, and the nnanned an- 
dition of many of the troops ; and, pointing to llie centra of 
General Carroll's division, as a place occupied by mHitia rioiie, 
recommended it as the point where an attack might be nuMt 
prudently and safely made. 

1 66. Other intelligence received was confirmatory ef tb« bs- 
liefof an impending attack. From some prisoners, taken Ota 
tiie lake, i.t was ascertained the enemy were bosily engaged in 
deepening Villery's canal, with a view of passing their boats 
and ordnance to the Mississippi. During the 7th a constant 
bostle was perceived in the British cair^. Along tbe bordMS ef 

' die canal their soldiers were continually in motion, marchinfif 
and nanceovring, for no other purpose than to conceal tbose 
who were busily engaged at work in the rear. To ascertain tbe 
<»nse of this ancommon stir, and learn their designs as far as 

' was practicable. Commodore Patterson had proceeded dMa the 
river, on the opposite side, and having gained a FavooniUQ 

' position in tnnt of their encampment, discovered them to be 
actually engaged in deepening the passt^ to tbe river. It m%s 
ho difficntt matter to divine their purpose. No other conjee- 
tam coiiU b« entartatoed, than that an asBanlt was intended to 
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be mtda on die Uneiof defence commttDded by G«oeral Matgaa t 
which, if gained, would ^poie our troops oo the leR bank to tho 
fire of the redoubt erected on the right ; uai in this way cogi' 
pei tbem to an abandonment of their positioa. To counteract 
litis scheme was ioipurlant ; and measures were imiDediat^y 
taken to prevent the execution of a plan, vhich, if succe^ful, 
would be attended with incakulabLe dangers. An increased 
Mrength was given to this line. The second raiment of Loui< 
siana militia, and four hundred Kentucky troops, were directed 
to be crossed over, to reinforce and protect it. Owing to some 
delay and difficulty in arming theni, the latter amounting, in- 
eteeid of four hundred, to but one hundred and eighty, did not 
arrive until the morning of the Sth. A little before day, th^ 
were diqutcbed to aid an advanced party, who, under the. com- 
mand of Major Amaut, had been sent to watch the movementa 
of the enemy, and oppose their landing. The hopes indulged 
from their opposition were not realized; and the enemy, unmo- 
leated, reached the shore. 

167. Moi^an's position, heaides beiog Btrengtliened by 
Mveial brass twelves, was defended by a strong battery, mount- 
ing twenty-four pounders, directed hy Commodore Patterson, 
which afforded additional strength and security. The line itself 
was not strong ; yet if properly maintained by the troops selected 
to defend it, was believed fully adequate to the purposes of suo 
.eessful resistance. Late at night Patterson ascertained that the 
enemy had succeeded in passing tbeir boats through the canal, 
and iiamediately communicated his information to the general. 
The commodore bad already formed the idea of dropping the 
Louisiana schooner down, to attack and sink them. This 
thought, though vieli conceived, was abandoned, from the daq- 
^r involved, and from an apprehension lest the batteries erected 
on the river, with which the would come in collision, might, by 
fheaid'Of hot shot, succeed in blowing' her up. It was pre- 
ferred patiently to await their arrival, believing it vould he 
practicable, with the bravery of more than fifteen hundred men, 
-and the slender advantages possessed from their line of det&ast, 
(o Biaintain their position, and repel the assailants. 

168. Qn the left bank, where the general in person com- 
manded, every ^ii^ was in readiness to meet the assault when 
it ahould be made. The redoubt on the levee was defended \^ 
AGOmpany of the seventh regiment, under the command of I>ieB- 
ienant Ross. The regular troops occupied that part of the eib- 
trenchment next the mer. General Carroll's oiviston was in 
ike centre, supported by tbe Kenuicky troops, under General 
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Jolm Adair ; while the extreme left, extending' for a conaider- 
«b)e distance into the swamp, man protected bj the brigade of 
General Coffee. How goon the atiack should be waged was 
uncertain; at what moment rested with the enemy, — with ug, 
to be in readiness for resistance. There were manf drcum- 
stances, however, favouring the belief that the hour of contest 
was not far distant, and indeed fast appmachio;; the bustle of 
to-day, — the efforts to carry their boats into the river,— the 
fascines and scaling-ladders that were preparing, were cir* 
cumstances pointing to attack, and indicating the hour to 
be near at hand. General Jackson, unmofed by appearances, 
anxiously desired a contest, which he believed would give a tri- 
umph to his anns, and terminate the hardships of his suffering 
soldiers. Unremitting in exeriion, and constantly vigilant, bis 
precaution kept pace with the zeal and preparation of the 
enemy. He seldom slept : he was always at his post, perform- 
ing the duties of both general and soldier. His sentinels were 
doubled, and extended as far as possible in the direction of the 
British camp ; while a considerable portion of the troops were 
constantly at the line, with arms in their hands, ready to act, 
when the first alarm should be given. 

169, For eight days had the two armies lain upon the same 
field, and in view of each other, without any thing decisive being 
on eiUter side effected. Twice since their landing bad the British 
columns essayed to effect by storm the execution of their plant, 
and twice had failed — been compelled to relinquish the attnnpt, 
and retire from the contest. It was not to be expected that 
things could long remain in this dubious state. Soldiers, the 
pride of England, — the boasted conquerors of Europe, were 
there ; distinf^uished generals their leaders, who earnestly de- 
aired to announce to their country and the world their signal 
achievements. The high expectations which bad been indulged 
of the success of this expedition were to be realized at every 
peril, or disgrace would follow the failure. 

170. The 8th of January at length arrived. The day dawned ; 
and the signals intended to produce concert in the enemy's move- 
ments were descried. On the left, near the swamp, a sky- 
rocket was perceived rising in the air ; and presently another 
ascended from the right, next the river. They were iulended 
to announce that all was prepared and ready, to proceed and 
carry by storm a defence which had twice foiled their utmost 
efforts. Instantly the charge was made, and with such rapidity, 
mat our soldiers at the out-posts with difficulty fled in. 

117. The British batteries, which had been demoUsbed oa 
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tbo U( ftf the iDDMh, bad been re-estEkblisheil during the pre- 
cedii^ ni^t, and heavy pieces of cannon moanted, to aid in 
their intended operations. These now opened, end showen-bf 
hoinbg and balls were poured upon our line ; while the air was 
lighted with their coD^eve rocketa. The two divisions, cam-- 
xnanded by Sir Edward Packenham in person, and supported I^ 
Cienerals Keane and Gibbs, pressed forward ; the rig'ht against 
the centre of General Carroll's command, the left agmnat oa 
-redoubt on the levee. A thick fog that obscured the mornioff 
enabled Uiem to approach within a short distance of onr en- 
trenchment before they were discovered. They were now pen. 
«eived advancii^ with firm, quick, and steady pace, in column, 
-with a from of sixty or Seventy deep". Our troops, who had for 
.flome time been in readiness, and waiting their appearance, 
igave three cheers, and instantly the whole line was lig-hted with 
the bhue of their fire. A burst of artillery aod small arms^ 
pouring with destructive aim upon them, mowed down the^ 
front, and arrested their advance. In our musketry there wak 
bot a moment's intermission : as one party dischat^d -their 
pieces, atuitber succeeded ; alternately loading' and appearing, 
no pause could be perceived — it was one continued volley. The 
columns already perceived their dangerous and ecposed situation. 
Sattery No. 7, on the left, was ably xerved by Lieutenant Spotts, 
arnd galled them with an incessant and destructive Sre. Batteries 
Ho. 6 and S were no less actively employed, and no less sue- 
icessful in felling them to the ground. Notwithstanding the 
severity of our fire, which few troops could for a moment have 
withstood, some' of those brave men pressed on, and succeeded 
in gaining the ditch in front of our works, where they remained 
during the action, and were afterwards made prisoners. The 
horror before them was too great to he withstood ; and already 
were the British troops seen wavering in their determination, 
and receding from the conflict. At this moment, Sir Edward 
Packenham, hastening to the front, endeavoured to encourage 
and inspire them with renewed Keal. His example was of short 
continuance : he soon fell mortally wounded in the arms of hit 
aid-de-camp, not far from our line. Generals Gibbs and Keane 
aiao fell, and were borne from the field dangerously wounded. 
At this moment. General Lambert, who was advancing at a 
.amall distance in the rear, with the reserve, met the columnii 
-precipitately reOvating, and in great confusion^ His efforts to 
Atop them were unavailing, they continued retreating, until they 
Teached a ditch, at the distance of fbor hundred yards, Vfhene t 
motMotarj safety being ioand, they were rsUied and halted. 
i5 '-^'^ 
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172. "Hm field before them, orsr irhkb they had adMnind, 
■wa* nrewed with the dead and dyiqf^. Daaf^r hovsrad atiii 
4ivmi ; yet urged and encoifraged by their officen, who femed 
llnir own disgrace involved in the failuK, they ap^n ttavmd lo 
4M clMrg«. They were already near enougti to deplc^, anfl 
were endeavouring to do so; bat Um ume coagiant and mmf- 
■aiitted re»Btance that caoBed their tent retreat, continned 'yA 

■Mbaled. Our batteries bad never ceased their ire; tfaeircoB- 
Mxnt dtechai^B of grape and canietar, and the fatal aim sf «tf 
4nske&y, raowed down the front of the column* a« fast as they 
«oald be fonaed. Satitfied nothing could be done, vad that 
CBrtain destrucUon awaited all fiirtber alte«ipts, they foraaok 
ibe contMA and the field in diEarder, leafing it alraMt eatmty 
covered with the dead and wounded. It was in vain their 
•Cken endeavoured to animate tbem to farther resiMKnoe, and 
«^«a]lyiaiB to attempt coeicion. The panic produced Aromtte 
"dreadful repulse they had experienced, the plain w whidi they 
'had acted bein^ covered vixk innaraerafale foodiea of thek 
BOuntrymm, while with their mott Melons exertion* dtey faai 
jMen unable to obtain the sHghtett Mlvantage, wera oircnm- 
stances well calculated to make even the moit aubnisiiM midiet' 
.<f^>OM the authority dut would have controlled him. 

173. The light compiuiieB of fireiieers, the forty-third and 
ninety-^tird rt^ments, and one hundred men from the West 
-India regiment, led on by Color^et Rennie, were ordered to pn>- 
«eed under cover of some chimn^s ttuidin^ in the field, watjl 
having cleared tben, to obliqoe to the river and advance pr«- 
tected by the levee againi€ our redoubt on the rigtt. This 
work, having been but lately commenced, >«as in an mflniabed 
Btote. It was not until the 4th that General Jackwm, nwA 
ag«inst his own opinion, had yielded to the Bi^gestions of Ih uia , 
and permitted its projection ; and coflsidering the plan va wttfaA 
it had been sketched, had not yet received that Mrei^tb neeet- 
nry to itt aafa defence. The detachment ordered agaimt this 
filtue, formed tiie left of General Kesne's command. Rensie 
ueeuted his tmlers with great bravery, and urging fonnnl Ar- 
rived ^ the dibAi. His advance was greatly annoyed by<>oin- 
laodore Pntti^on's battery on the left bank, and the cannna 
mounted on the redoubl ; but reaching our work* and pMsing 
the ditch, Reanie, sword in hand, leaped on the wall, and calliBg 
to hii troops, bade them follow ; hs had scarcely spoken, when 
he fti\ by the fatal aim of our riflemen. PrMied by Ae im- 
petnosity of snperior numhern who were mounting the wall a«d 
entfirii^ at the eabratmm, o«r troops bad retired to -tha Um, 
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in rear of the radotriit A iMineDtaiy patue enenetiii but -od^ 
to be interrupted with iocreaseid b(ffn>fs. Csptain Beal. with 
the cityrikmen, cotd and self-possuied, percdving tbs enen^ 
in his front, opened upon them, and at eTuydiachai^ brought 
the object to the ground. To advance, or maintaia the point 
g^oed, trei equaily iniprBcticable for the enemy : to ntreat oc 
imrreDder was the only allemative : for they already perceived 
the difiaion on the right tbrowa into confusion, and haslil/ 
leaving the field. 

174. General Jacfcson being informed of the success of the 
enemy on the r^ht, and of their being in posaession of the re* 
doubt, pressed forward a reinfofcemeut to regain it. Previousljr 
to its arrival tbey had abandoned tbe.attemptj and were retiring. 
Iliey -were severely galled by such of our guos as could be. 
brought to bear. The levee afforded tbem considerable protec- 
tion ; yet by Commodore Patterson's redoubt on the right bank 
t^ey 8uff«ed greatly. Enfiladed by this on their advance, they, 
had been grealiy anooyed, and now in their retreat were no 
leas severely ess^led. Numbers Jbund a grave in the ditch be- 
fore oar line ; and of those who gained the redoubt, not one it 
is believed escaped ; they were shot down as Cast as they entered. 
The route, along which they bad advanced and retired, wag 
slrewetl ^th bodies. Afirigfated ai the carnage, tbey moved 
from the scene hastily aad in confusion. Our batteries were 
still continuing the alaughter, and cutting them down at every 
sCept safety teemed only to be attainable when they shout j 
haw retir«i without the range of our shot ; which, to troops 
gvUed as severriy as they were, was too remote a relief. Pressed 
by this consideration they fied to the ditch, whither the right 
division had retreated, and there remained until night permitted 
them to retire. 

175. Tbe loss of the British in the main attack on the leR. 
bank has been at different times variously stated. The killed,, 
voanded, and prisoners, ascertained on the next day aAer the 
batde by Colonel Hayne, tbe inspector- general, places it at 
twenty-six hundred. General Lambert's report to Lord Bath- 
tirtt makes it but two thouaaud and seventy. From prisoners, 
however, and infonnatittn and circumslances derived throu^ 
other soutvas, it must have been even greater than is elated by 
ettber. Among them was -the com mander-in -chief, and Major- 
General C^bs, who died of his wounds tbe next day, besides 
many of -^letr moM valuable and. distinguished officers ; while 
Hie loss ef 4>e Americans in killM and wounded was but thir- 
tem. Our effective force at the line on 'the left bank was thi^ 
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thousand seven handr<»d; that of the enemy at least nine 
thousand. The force landed in Louisiana haa been variooelj 
reported ; the best information places it at about fourteen 
thousand. A part of this acted with Colonel Thornton ; the 
climate had rendered many unfit for the dotiea of the field ; 
while a considerable number had been killed and wounded in 
the different contests since their arrival. Their strength, there* 
fore, may be fdrly estimated, on the 8th, at the number we 
have stated ; at any rate not less. 

176. That this was considered an undertaking of greater 
magnitude and hazard than they were disposed openly to admit, 
is obvious, from one circumstance. The officer who leads his 
troops on a forlorn attempt, not uafrequently places before them 
allurements stronger than either authority or duty. On the 
present occasion, ^is resort was not omitted ; and induceanents 
were held out, than which nothing more inviting could be 
offered to an infuriated soldiery. Let it be remembered of that 
gallant but misguided general, who has been so much deplored 
by the British nation, that, to the cupidity of his soldiers he 
promised the wealth of the city, as a recompense for their gal- 
lantry and desperation ; while, with brutal licentiousness, they 
were to revel in lawless indulgence, and triumph uncontrolled 
over female innocence. Scenes like these- our nation, disho- 
noured and insulted, had already witnessed; she had witnessed 
them at Hampton and Havre -de-Grace ; but it was reserved for 
her yet to learn, that an officer of the character and standing of 
Sir Edward Packenham, polished, generous, and brave, should, 
to induce his soldiers to acts of daring valour, permit them as a 
reward, to insult, injure, and debase those whom all mankind, 
even savages, reverence and respect. The History of Europe, 
since civilized warfare began, is challenged to afford an instance 
of such gross depravity, such wanton outrage on the morals and 
dignity of society. English writers may deny the correctness 
of the charge ; it certainly interests them to do so : but its 
authenticity is too well established to admit of doubt, while its 
criminality is increased, from being the act of a people who hold 
themselves up to surrounding nations as examples of every thing 
that is correct and proper. The facts and circumstances which 
were presented at the time of this transaction left no doubt on 
the minds of our officers, but that " Beauty and Booty " was 
the watchword of the day. The information was obtained from 
prisoners, and confirmed by the books of two of their orderly- 
sergeants taken in battle, which contained record proof of th» 
foct. 
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1 77. The evenia of this day afford sbuodant evidence of the 
liberality of the American toldiers, and show a striking differ- 
ence in the troops of the two nations. ■ Wliile one were allured 
to acts of bravery and duty by the promised pillage and plunder 
ot the inhabitants, and the commiesion of crimes abhorrent in 
the sight of eordb and heaven, the other fought but for his 
cmuntry, and having repelled her aasailants, ioBtautly forgot ail 
enmity, viewed fais fallen foe as a brother, and hastened to assist 
him, even at the faasard of his own life. The gallantry of the 
British soldiers, and no people could have displayed greater, had 
broi^ht many of them even to our ramparts, where, shot down 
by our troops, they were lying badly wounded. When the 
firing bad ceased, and the columns had retired, our troops, with 
generous benevolence, advanced over their lines to assist and 
bring in the woundeil which lay under and near the walla ; when, 
strange to tell, the enemy from the ditch they occupied opened 
a fire upon them, and, though at a considerable distance, suc- 
ceeded in wounding several. It was enough for our generous 
soldiers that they were doing an act which ihe benevolence of 
their hearts approved, and with charitable perseverance they 
continued to administer to the wants of these suffering men, 
and to carry them within their lines, although in tbeir efforts 
they were continually exposed to danger. Let the apologist for 
crime «ay, wherefore were acts thus unpacdnnabla committed 
against meo, who were administering to the wants and relieving 
the sufferings of the dying countrymen of those who thus repaid 
the most hiudable humanity with wanton and useless cruelty. 

178. A communication, shortly after, from Major-General 
Lambert, on whom, in consequence of the fall of Generals 
Packenbam, Gibbs, and Keane, the command had devolved, 
acknowledges to have witnessed the kindness of our troops to 
his wounded. He solicited of General Jackson permission ta 
send an unarmed party to bury the dead lying before his lines, 
and to bring off such of the wounded as were dangerous. 
Though, in all probability, it was unknown to General Lambert 
what had been the conduct of his troops on this occasion, and 
unquestionably not authorised by him, yet Jackson, in answer 
to bis dispatch, did not omit to bring it to his view, and to ex- 
press bis utter abhorrence of the act. The request to bury the 
dead waa granted. General Jackson, though, refused to per- 
mit a near approach to his line, but consented that the wounded 
who were at a greater distance than three hundred yards from 
the intrenclunent should be relieved, and the dead buried : those 
nearer were, by his own men, to be delivered over, to be in- 
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terred b; their countrymeo. Tbn precftutiiia naa -talteB, that 
the enemy miglit not have an appurtuoity to iuspect, or Iraow 
any thing of his Bituation. 

179. General Lamtwrt, desirous of adimButeri:^ to the t«> 
lief of the voanded, and that he niiglit be relieved &am hk 
appreheDsiont of attack, propoted about noon, that faosUtkiee 
shoaM cease until' the same hour the next day. GeneralJacluoH. 
cherishing the hope of being aUe to secure an important mL- 
vantage by his apparent willingnees to accede to Ifae propoad, 
drew up an armistice, and fonrarded it to General Lambert, 
with directtoDs for it to be immediatsly returned if approved. 
It contained a stipulation to this eSect — that hoctililiea on dte 
left banlt of the river ^outd be discontinued from its ratifica- 
tioD, bnt on the right bank they should not ceaae ; and, in the 
interim, that under no eimiiiMtances were reinforcemeats ta be 
sent across by either party. This was a bold stn^e at atrataf 
gem ; and although it sucoeeded even to the exteiU desiped, wa«i 
yet attended with considerable hazard. Reinforcemeats had 
been ordered over to retake the poulion lost by Moi]gan io tte 
morning, and the general presumed they had arrived at their 
^loint of destination, but at thi» time tfaey bad not passed the 
Tiver, nor could it he expected to be retaken witli the same 
troops who had yielded it the day before, when poeseased at ad-- 
vantages which gave them a decided anperiority : this the «qai- 
nanding general well knew; yet to spare the sachfioe of bit 
men which, in regaining it, he foresaw mast be oootiderabk, be 
was dieposed to venture upon a course wliich. he felt assoiad, 
eould not fail to succeed. It was impossible his o^ect could be 
discovered ; while he confidently believed the British contmandcr 
-would infer, from the [H'ompt and ready manner in which b)s 
proposal bad been met, that such additional troofw were akeady 
^rown over as would be fully adequate to the puqioses of attaok; 
and greatly to endanger, if not wholly to cut off, Colaael ThorK> 
ton's retreat. General Lambert's construction was such as bad 
been anticipated. AlthoH^ the armistice ctintained a re^Nt 
that it should be immediately signed and iciumed, it was Beg- 
lected to be acted upon until the neat day ; and Thoniton mmI 
bis command were, in the interim, under cover of the nigbt, 
te-crosned, and the ground they occupied left to be poaoeably 
possessed by the original holders. The opportunity thus afforded 
of regaining a position on which, in a gneat degvee, depended 
ti)e safety of those on the opposite shore, was accepted with an 
avidity its importance merited, and iautediate meuures tak^ 
lo iRcreBBe its Btrength,andtM«pai« it against aiqrjntureattniA 
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that m^ht be made. lUideiay of th»firituli«aitii»aiiifersu 
Evidently deagaed, that, pending the negT^ation, «nd before it 
was concluded, aa opportunity mig'ht be had, eiUier of throwing 
■wer reiiiforcBmeiitB, or reamving Colonel Thoratonand his 
^TDC^M from a eit\Btk>ii lo ettremel]' periloUH. Early next 
SMOTUBg, Graneral I^nibert r^arned kia accepUnce of what 
had been proposed, with an apokif^ for having' failed to reply 
«i>^Mr : be excuaed the omisHoa, by [fading a preiw of bnsi- 
aoig, which had occasioned the comnuinicatiioa lo be overlooked 
aari oKgi^axed. Jacksan was at oo lota to attribute the del^ 
M the onrect stotne : the apcdogy, however, waa as perfectly 
satiifectDry to him as any tiling that could have been offered i 
teTosd the okject intewled to be eSecied, be felt unconcenied, 
■■d havtf^ second this rested perfectly satisfied. It cannot, 
faowever, ai^war atherwise than extraordinary, that this neglect 
«tMa)d have been tacribed by the firitisli general to accident, or 
a preiB of busioess, when it must have been, no doubt, of greater 
importaniK, at that nunaeat, tlian any thing- which he could 
possMy have had before him. 

ISO. The urauatKe was this morning (9tfa of January) con- 
dnded, and agned to continue until two o'clock in the evening. 
Tbe dead and wounded were now removed from the Geld, whiclr 
for three hundred yards in front of our line of defence, they 
■liBon literally covered. For the reason already suggested, 
onr soldiers, within the line of deiBarcation batween the two 
□an^, Slivered over to the British, who were not permitted lo 
cross it, the dead for bnrial, aad the wounded on parole, for 
adiich it was Mipulutad an equal number of American prigonen 
sluuld be restored. 

161. It tiBB s^om happened that oflScers were more de- 
ceived in their expectations than they were in the result of this 
hatde. or atoned more ^everelyfor their error : their reasoning 
tad sever led tham to eonclode that militia would maintaia 
tfaeir graand when warmly assailed : no otiier belief was enter- 
tained, than olarmad at tbe appearance and orderly firm approach 
of veternn troop«, they would at once forsake the contest, and 
ia 'flight mek nafety. At what pert of our line they were sta- 
timed, was ascertained by infbnnatiou derived through a de- 
■srser on the fltfa ; and inAueaeed by a belief of their want of 
aerve, and deficiency in bravery, at this point the main assault 
wss urged. Tb^ were indeed militia ; but the enemy could 
have aesaited no part ef our intrenchment where they would 
bore net a wafmer reoeptiou, or where tbey would have foniul 
^aler strength : it was tadaad tbe beat defended part of tha 
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line. The Kentucli; and Tennessee troops, onder Generals 
Carroll, Tbomtu, and Adair, were here, who bad already, oto 
former occaaions, won a reputation that was too dear to be sa- 
crificed. These divisions, atCematelychargingthetr pieces, and 
raonntinc; the plaifonn, poured forth a constant fire, that was 
impossible to be withstood, repelled the advancing columns, 
and drove them from the field, with prodi^ous slaughter. 

162. There is one fact told, to which general credit seems to 
be attached, and which' clearly shows the opinion had by the 
British of our militia, and the little fear which was entertained 
of any determined opposition from them. When repulsed from 
<iur tine, the British officers were fully persuaded that the infor- 
mation given them by the deserter on the night of the 6th was 
false, and that instead of pointing out the ground defended by 
the militia, he had referred them to the place occupied by oar 
liest troops. Enraged at what they believed an intentional dc'- 
ception, they called their informant before them to account for 
the mischief he had done. It was in vain be urged his inno- 
cence, and, with the moat solemn protestations, declared he had 
stated the fact truly as it was. They could not be convinced, — 
it was impoBsible that they had contended against any bnt the 
best- disciplined troops ; and, without fnrther ceremony, tbe poor 
fellow, suspended in view of the camp, expiated on a tree, not 
his crime, for what he had stated was true, but their error in 
underrating an enemy who had already afforded abundant evi- 
dences of valour. In all their future trials with our countrymen, 
may they be no less deceived, and discover in our yeomanry a 
determination to sustain with firmness a government which 
knows nothing of oppression ; but which, on an enlarged and 
liberal scale, aims to secure the iadependence and happiness of 
man. If the people of the United States, free almost as the 
air they breathe, shall at any time omit to maintain their privi- 
leges and their government, then indeed will it be idle long«^ 
to speak of the rig'hts of men, or of their capacity to govera 
themselves : the drearaof liberty must fade away and perish for 
ever, no more to be remembered or thought of. 

1S3. After the battle of the 8th of January, Jacksoa could 
have captured every man of the British force that was uptm the 
land, if he had been supplied with arros, according to his ovnt 
repeated urgent requests, and agreeably to the promises that 
were made him. Not having arms, he was compelled to let the 
remainder of the " heroes of the Peninsula" escape. They got 
to the other side of the river, and there they embarked, leavmg 
behind them the contempt of the fidthful Americans, and -the 
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ujmpatheiic Boirowa of the traitora. Now, however, these trai- 
tors sang bis praises in lofty strains ; put up thanksgiving in 
their churches, called him "an instrument in the hands of God;" 
though a fewdays before, they would have sold him and his &rmyi 
flesh, blood, bones and all. He submitted to the mummery of 
being- fined for having' imprisoned the judge, which he did, of 
course, in order to give an example of submission to the laws, 
most heartily despising the traitor, and all his brother traitors, at 
the same time. He found it necessary to remain at New Or- 
leans till March, when he dismissed his troops in the following 
address, which ought to be read, and preserved, and cherished, 
in every country in the world : 

Addreis to iht tmapiat Ktw OrUnni, afue ihe annancialiaii. ofptact. 

Ths iiiiijnr-gfneril ii nt Isngfth «iiibl«d to perform ibe pUaiinj* insk of 
mtoriD^ to TriiDHMe. Kentucky, Louiaiina, and the irrritnrj at' (be 
Miasiaiipiji, Ibg brnve traops who bars i>ct«d Buih a dislinguitlied part 

posed OD, tbg commanding oflicen of ibe diffrrent corpi. ]t ii Taquirad 
of Mijor-Genantli Csrrall (od Tbomis, and Drigadiar-GpneralCoSee,!!* 
march tbrir commaude, HJtbaat unnMeaiary delajr. to tbair rsapectiae 
■tatea. The iroopi from ihc Misiiaiippi [erritorj and itate of Lnuiaiaoa, 
bolb militia ind Totualaers, will he imuiediaiely mastered out of lerviM, 
paid, and diachirgsd. 

The major-^neral baa tba latiafactioD of anDouncin^ tbe approbstiim 
oftba Preaidenl of the United States to the conduct Df tbs tioope undai 
bis commeDd, expreiaed in flittering terms, tbrough the bonourable th« 

In pertiiig with ihoie brave m«n, whose deetiales have been so lonf* 
Dnilad with bia own, md in wboae liboura and glorias it iibiahappiaeas 
■Bd hii boast to bava participsted, ibe cammaBding geavrsl oao uailhar 
BBpprass bii faeliogs, nor give nitersDce to them as he ougbt. la wbst 
tarmi cau be brslow suiuhle praiii? oa merit so exttsoidinaty, so unpu- 
ralitled 1 Lei bim, in oue burst of Joj, grutituda, snd exultmion, eiclaim 
— " 'i'heSB »re the mviours of thfir country — tbase the patriot sotcJiefS, 
who triumphed over the iaviBciblai of Wellington, and conquered the 
eonqnemra of Europe 1" With what pnlisnea did you subiDit to piiva- 
tiona — with what foilitade did jou endure faligua— what valour did you 
display ill ilia day ofbadU! Vuu hare secured tu America a iiroud name 
■moD]; Ibe DStioii* of lh<- earth — a glory nkich will nevrr pi'risb. 

POHesMDg thiiia diepoiiiioai, which efju ally adorn tba titixon and 
Ibe soldier, the eipvetations of your country will be matin peace, as 
liar wjsbaa have been gratified in war. Go, tlien, my hravr- coinpa- 
uioDS, to vour Lomaa; to those tender oounaxioEB, and bliaalul scenes, 
wbioi) render life so rfrar— full of honour, and crowned with lagrrla wbich 
will never fide. When pariicipating in iho bosoms of your fainilipa, the 
enjoyment of peieeru) life, wiili what bap|iines> will you not look back 

will all youi put exposures be converted into sourcea of inexpieKsibte 
deli|;hc 1 Wbo, that never eipeiienoed your saSerings, will be able to 
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of (oil, wiU unvy jou tbs nappinesi wbicd merie recoii«ciiona wui tnord 
— still mors witi he Bniy ilie graiitude of tbiil oountrj which you b«T8 
ao ami mil tl J coatributpJ to ht*. 

CoDtinur, fglloir lotdicrs.ua yourpMaigttojautaererBl deMiaxiani, 
to iireierre that ■ubordinntion. that dignified iiid miiul/ dejuirlmaut. 
which hive ho ennobled your charnclor. 

' Wbild tlie com miin ding general lathusgiTiDg indulgenoe lo his feel ingi 
tavutia thoae brave compeniona who accompanied him Ibrough di£- 
xuliiaa and daMgar, ba cunuut permil the uamei of DlouuC, aud Sbelby, 
and Uobnei, lo paai UDDDiicsd. WiLli whnt gpneroua ardour and patri- 
Oiiam hHve these distiajuiahed governara conliihuied all iheir eiertiona 
•to provide tlie means of viciory ■ Tiie recollectinn of ihoir eiertiona. and 
Ofihe success which hHSresulled, will be la them a [eward more griUeral 
than any which the fomp of title orthe spli-ndour of wpb th cun bestow. 

What happiness it ia lo the commBuding general, that, while danger 
waa before him, he was, on no ocsuioo. cmnpelled to use towards tiis 
compBoions in ainiB, either aavariLy or. rebuke < If. after the ensmj had 
leli red , improper iiaBsimia began their emplroiD a few unwortby boaomi, 
and rendered a reaori lo enetgeiic measures neof sHirv for tlieir aupprea- 
■ion, ha Ilia not confounded (be innocent wilb tlie guilly-— the aeducad 
with the leducera. Towsrda yen, fellow soldiers, llie moat cheering ra- 
collectiana exist -, blended, alas I with regret, ihaldiieueand warabonld 
liava rarished frma as so many worthy Dompanjoos. But the memory of 
tbe cauie in whioh they perished, and of the virluei which animated then 
.wkiU living, raastoeDupy the place where sarrow woold claim to dwell. 

Farewell, fellow-soldien. The eipreaaion of youi ^uaral's thanluia 
ifMbU, but the graiitiida of a eouBtry of freamen is youra — yenia tlie ap- 
jJaaseof kB adauting world. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

M^Jor-Geveni CfframoiuJitig. 

1S4. Let ui BOW see tbe pretty story which the government 
dresBed up to gull the people of England with. It willte Fe- 
membered, that Packenham, and Gibbs, and Keane, had been 
killed, or put hors de combaf; so that Lambert became the 
com Diander-in -chief. Lambert sent home his dispatch, though 
of what date, ve were not told. Lambert's dispatch waa never 
given to the public. What is called a " bulleiin " was dremed 
up, and pubtiahed in the London Gazette in the following 
words, on the 8tli of March. 1815 : 

BULLETIN. 

War DepaTtmeal, tlateh B, 1815. 

Captain Wylly arrired this morning with liiepulcbes from Major-Ce- 
Dtral Lamberl, detailing (he ai>enilioni< agsinnt tbe enemy in tiie neigh- 
bourhood of New Orleans. It appeara ihutthe amy under tbe command 
ofMajor-G-neral Kenne, was landed at the head st tbe Bnyonne, in the 
ticiniiy of New Orleans, on the morning of the f 3id Decrmbet, vithont 
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0|ipnuiian ; it was, bovBrer, itUcked bj tlia enemy in the coune of tbe 
■ugbl succeeding tlie Iindin^, *beia, after in obilioaU contvet, ti« mamy 
were repulsed *i ell pointi nitb coniiderable lata. On the innrning of 
the a.itb. Sir E. P»ckenb<ini nirivec), ind Bscimed ihe eommind of tbe . 
army. On t)ie3Tlh,at doj-ltgbt, the troope mored formrd, driribK ibe 
•neuij'a picijueiaio <ritliin sji mil^e of Ibe loon, when ilic miin tHrrty vt 
tkt enemy wis discoTerKd polled beliind i breunl'WOrk, extending ■boat 
one Ihouond jiTda, willi the right regting on iha Miuimippi, *iid tliB 
I'ftonK tfaiekwood. Theiotetvul he twee n tbe iTth Decenibar and tbe 
8lh Januttrvwaa employed in preporation»foranRtt«ek upon the pnemy'» 
pwition. The attack wbiob waa intrnded to liare bepn ifaide on ihe night 
t>f the fill, did noi, owing to the diffimliira eipprienired in the presage of 
tlie Uieaieiippi, by a corps under Liau tenant- Colon si Thorn ion. wbich wu 
<lf slined to ai^t on Ibe riglit bank of (be rirer, taks place till esrly on Ae 
morBiogoftheSlh. TbediviBiDn to whom tbe itorminK of'the entmy'i 
«toik vM enlruated, moved (o tbe attack at that time, but being too aooq 
<H*caTfliv8 by the eremy, were received wiib ■ galliflg and spvare Sn 
from lit pir'a of tbeir line. Mfjor.^tiKneral Sir Edward Packenlnm, wb* 
bmt pTued kiHself et the bead of tli« troops, was unfartunatelv killed it 
■be head of tbe ^Ucis. ud Mnjar-CeBenlt Gibba end Kean<- wete nearly 
Bt the aame moment wonnded. Tbf eSett of this upon the troopa caused 
s hesitation in tbeir adrance, and though order was restored by ifae ad- 
■raiBCeoribe reserre under Major-GenersUjambert. to wbomtbaeonmaad 
oftlicsmy bad derolTed, and Colonel Tbornton bad lucoeeded in tha 
<«era(i(Hiiiasignedto bra on ibe right hank of the riTar; yet the Msjoc- 
Ocneral.iipontbi- coosideration of the difficulties K-bich yet remaini-d to 
lie surmounted, did not think himself justified in ordering* renewal of 
the attack. The triHips, (berefore, retired to tbe position whicbtbey had 
tWOnpied prerleus to the attack. In thai poeition thay rentaiaed uBtfl 
itbe eTening of tbe 18tb, when tha whole of tbe wounded, with the es. 
ceplioa of eighty (whom it wne conaidered daageraue to remore), the 
field artillery, aud nil the stores ol' every deacriptioD, having been em- 
larked, tbe arny retired to tha head of ibe Bayonne. where tbe landia j 
had been origioally effected, and re-entbsAed wlibout molMtBtim. 

1S5. And this iras all that the people of ibis duped naticm 
•enr beard of the nialter from first to last. Buonaparte had 
laoded at this time rram Elba, and tbe battle of Waterloo soon 
soceeeded; and both goverDmaat and people were extremely glad 
W forget all about this unmerciful beaiing in America. This 
bMllaof New.Ofleans broke tbe heart (rf European despotism; 
and tbe man who won it, did, in that one act, more for the good 
.and thft honour of the human race, tlian ever was vet done by 
any other tnan beaides himself. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FROM MARCH 1815 TO FEBRUARY lasi. 

Bt.-tmrt a tenstn- in tht cangrta of tht Un'Uid Slala.far thi ttalt if Tm- 
nmw.— Ji a cmndidiiU Jar tht prttidtilihip, 1894.— Jfiu the grtaleit 
namber af volti, but il kept out by a trick af Clag and Cravfufd. — Is 
thatiH preiident in 162'J.— Declares agaiiul a reneical of the baiil:- 
eharter.~-Pvtt Ait mtn on a bill to renew the charier of tht bank.-~ 
ITit baHkt form s ninipiracir n^iiinil his re-tUetiaa. — if* it Tf'eUcltd 
in lie fait rf 1B32.— H« dtaaaneti (he Innk, tifiaa iti cotrvftim and 
brihtru, takti the depotilt frtiia tht bank and places then in Iht ttaie 
ia»\iii'—FabM,ei hit Ttasaaifor doing thit.—Perioi, and characttr. 

186. Once mqre Jackson returned to his farm at Naahville ; 
but after all these exploits ; after the exhibition of s&eh talent, 
Ruch inflexible resolution in the performutce of every tbii^ 
which he deemed for the honour and good of his country, it was 
impoBBible that a sensible and grateful people should he satis- 
fied without seeing him in the occupation of fome important 
public post. He was soon, therefore, again a memljer of the 
congress ; one of the two senators for his own domeUic atale 
of Tennessee. At the time when he returned home, Mr. Madi- 
son was the president; Munro succeeded Madison in 1816; 
Sfd he continued iu the office till 1824. In 1824 a new presi- 
dent being to be chosen, Jackson, popular with all but the en- 
vious few, and the monopolizing paper- money many, wan put in 
nomination as a candidate far the presidentship ; and he had 
more rotes than any other candidate, yet he was not chosen pre- 
sident. The EnglUh reader will ask how this can be : it is thus. 
The law is, that electors of the president shall be chosen by the 
people in every state ; that these electors shdleach give hii vote 
fbr some one person to be president ; that any candidate whs 
has a majority of the votes of the whole of the electors shall be 
the president ; but, if there be no one who has a majority of the 
vhole of the votes of the electors, then the president shall be 
chosen hy the memhers of the House of Repraaentatives ; but 
thai there they shall vote by ttates ; and that each stats shall 
tave one vote and ho more Now, there were four candidates 
having votes of electors as follows ;— 

Jackson - - - - 39 

Adams ... i 84 

Crawford - ... 47 

Clay - - - . 81 
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187. Therefore, Jacluon act having a majority of the whole, 
the oUier kind of election took place ; and as they were the 
great States who were for him, and the small States for Adami, 
the other mode of election made Adams the. president, thougli 
with a minority of votes ! This was a vindictive trick -of Clay, 
who envied and hated Jackson. Crawford and Clay appear to 
have stood forward for the express purpose of Ratifying their 
envy of Jackson ; and thus for four years they deprived the 
people of the services of the man of their choice. It is right 
to observe hero on the sound judgment of the American people, 
as most folly proved upon this occasion. The president, though, 
as we have seen, a most, able and beautiful writer, appears never 
to have taken much part in the war of words. Clay is. they 
say, one of the best speech-makers in the world ; but the people 
did not want a speech-maker : they remembered that Washing- 
ton was no speech-maker ; they wanted a man of tried fidelity 
and resolution ; and, above all things, a man hostile to the 
frauds of paper-money : they knew that they had a hydra to 
destroy, and they wanted a Hercules for a president. Mr. Ro- 
naldson, of Philadelphia, a most sensible, clear-sighted, and 
public- spirited man, an essay from whose pen I myself published 

. in England pretty nearly twenty years ago, showing that, if the 
paper-money were not put a stop to, it must destroy the liber- 
ties of America ; this Mr. Ronaldson, a native of Scotland, 
bat settled from his youth in Philadelphia, I aawat New York, 
in 1818 ; and he then again pressed upon me the necessity of 
all good people combining against the infamous paper-money. 
i do not know, and I never have known, a cleverer man than 
Mr. Ronaldson: I have been informed by a gentleman from 
Philadelphia, and now in England, that Mr. Ronaldson was the 
first man in America to propose Jackson for president ; that be 
called a meeting for the purpose in Philadelphia ; and from, that 

. meeting the proposition spread itself over the union. 1 have 
thought it just towards Mr. Roualdson to relate this fact ; and 
I thought it juf>t to our cause also ; because the first thought of 
the matter having emanated from the mind of such a man, is aa 
^ditional proof of the wisdom of the choice made by the people. 

188. Adams' four years having expired, he tried the thing 
again; hnt the field was now clear of Clay and of Crawford, who 
had got pretty well execrated for their conduct at the preceding 
election ; and now the votes of the electors stood thus : 

Jackson - - 178 
Adams - . . 83 

Total - 261 
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169. Nowitwu, and now it ia, that be had, and has', to 
overcome a more deadly enemy of hii canntry tlian either tbe 
British, or the isTsgea, namely, the montter of paper-taoneg f 
In the year 18)6, a charter had been granted by the govern- 
ment or Hie United States, to make a bonk of tbe United Stalet, 
as neqrly as possible like the Bank of England. This bank was 
a great extension of the paper^noney system vhich had before 
existed. It wbb to receive as d^iotiis tbe taxM raised by tbe 
United States ; it was to pay the dividends on tbe United State*' 
stock or debt; it was to make advances to the government, if 
necessary ; in short, like the Bank of England, it was to tend 
the people its notes, bottomed upon the people's own money; 
and it nece«garily would have, and it did have, the power of 
raising and of lowering prices at iis pleasure ; and thus of 
enormoasly enriching the few at tbe eipense of the industriooe 
many, and of prodacing all those other terrible evils which, bv 
the time that Jackson became president, in 1829, had covered 
that once~happy country with misery. Jackson was too just 
and too wise a man not to use all his lawful powers for putting 
an end to this helliab system. He was no sooner in possessioa 
of his office than he began to take steps for this purpose. In his 
annual message delivered to the congress, in December 1829, 
in December 1830, and in December 1831, lie eipressed bis 
opinions very fi-eely as to this matter, and those opini<»)s de- 
cidedly hostile to the bank, and banking system. In the sesaioii 
of the winter of 18D2, the villanous paper-money pecqtle, and 
their supporters, laid a scheme for ousting him from his presi- 
dentship, or for compelling him to give up his hoatility to tbe 
banks. If he intended to be chosen again, next year was the 
time for the election ; and, therefore, they thought they would 
put him to the test, which they did hy bringing in, and passing 
through the two houses, a bill far the reamal of the chnrter of 
Ifte Bank of the Unittd Slatts. This was wholly unnecessary, 
tbe charter of the bank hamng four yean ^el itneipired ; but 
his re-election was ooming on ; and Uiis was to try him before 
that took place ; if he tlgned the act, then it did not eigni^ 
whether he were elected or not : if he refused to tign it, then 
there vras time to defeat hit ettction. 

190. He knew all this as well as tbe vile paper-money ecew 
knew it ; but when the bill reached him be instantly put bis 
veto upon it, and toM tbe two Houses that be never would pnt 
bis band to a charter of the benk as long as be eusted. liiia 
was at the close of the session of 1888 ; jmd bis re-election was 
to come ea m October of that same year. He told the congress. 
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tbat he clearly saw that this bill was tendered to him as tbe 
means of putting him to the test, and of putting the people to 
the test too i and in coitclunioQ of his reasons t^iast aigning 
the bill, be said, " I have now done my duty to my countiy. 
If sustained by my fel low-citizens, I shall be grateful and happy j 
if not, I shall find in the motives which impel me ample grouDds 
for contentment and peace." The re-election was to come, as 
has been just observed, in October; and the bank and a)l its 
branches, and all the bankers in the whole country, set to work 
to defeat hia re-election. The bank of the United States made 
enormous issues of fresh ^per, and lent this paper to persons 
publishing newspapers, and to writers and other persona con- 
nected with the press, in order so to work as to prevent bis re- 
election. These miscreants endeavoured to alarm the people 
at the prospect of low prices and of general bankruptcy and 
ruin; and die watchword of the election was, " Jackson and 
hard money," on one side ; and the " Bank and its supporters," 
on the other side. It appears that the bank had a very Uig« 
part of the newspaper press a<!tiially in its pay. Neverdielesg, 
the people decided for Jackson. He had, upon this occasion, 
not three opponents, as before, but one, namely, his bitter and 
envious enemy, Mr. Clay, over whom be obtained a majority 
very great indeed. He had the last time to contend with 
Adams, who had none but the aristocraticel party for liim. 
Clay was, therefore, chosen as his opponent this time, it being 
supposed that the aristocratical party wuuld all vote for Clay, 
though he had always been of the other party. Of the two it 
was thought that they would prefer Clay ; and it was thought 
that some of the democratic party, at any rate, would vote 
for Clay. These calculations, though rational enough, were 
thwarted by the event : all the people knew that Jackson had 
declared against the bank ; and being of bis opinion, tbey de- 
cided by a gjeat majority, tbat the bank oug^t to cease. The 
people chose Jackson ; and, by chooatng him, they decided in 
favour of hard money. When the English reader is thus in- 
formed of the history of these two. elections, he will cease to be 
Burftrised at the very long and admirably eloquent speeches of 
Mr. Clay, against what he catU the " tyranny" of the " itiebt- 
for" Jackson; and be will cease to wonder, that these very 
lengthy and roost pathetic patriotic harangues appear to 
produce no more effect upon the American people, than is 
produced on them by tlie squeakit^ of the fr<^, the claaour 
of the Kiddadids, or the whistling of the " nliipper-mlb." 
But, die ddinqnencieB of these in&moas bankets were ntA to 
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be tolerated any longer. The president had determinet] not t 
renew the charter ofthia great bank; but it had too lon^ a time 
to do mischief in ; and he, therefore, resolved to pare iLs nftils. 
The Act establishing' the'bank pnmded, that the public money 
should be deposited in the bank, unless the secretary of the 
Treasury should tliittk proper la deposit it at any other place, 
wkick he might do at any time, merely informing the House of 
Representatives thai he had so done ; and, as this secretary is 
appointed by the president himself, he will hardly, in sudb a 
case, act contrary to his will. The president, therefore, ordered 
the secretary of the Treasury, or at'least induced him, to take 
the deposits from the great bank, and place them in some of 
the state banks. One secretary would not do this, and he was 
compelled to choose another that would do it. In justification 
of a measure so decided, and of such vast importance, the pre- 
sident exposed the corruption, the bribery, the roguery inde- 
acribable, of this abominable Bank of the United States ; and 
showed, that neither law, nor constitution, nor private property, 
nor public safety, could co-exist with this atrocious institution. 
As a vehicle for these his accusations against the bank, he pub- 
Ibhed, on the 28th of September, 1833, a letter, addressed t^ 
faint to the several ministers of his cabinet. This letter, one of 
the greatest acts of his whole wonderful life, I here insert, as 
containing the history of the abominations of this nefarious 
bank, and as containing the grounds of all those proceedings of 
the president, which he is now (March, 1834) pushing forward, 
and which promise to deliver his country from the accursed 
scourge of paper-money. 



Rand Is Iht Cabinil on tA< IB. ofSiplembtT, 1833. 
A. Haling oarefuUy and uuiously conaidered ill the fcctB Bud mrgu- 
HMnts i*hieb have been gubmitled to him, relitiva la « removal of tba 
public depDsiu from the bank of the United Statas, the President deems 
It his duty to coromunicBte ia this munaer to bis Cabinet tbe fiiud coa- 
clDBioas of his own mind, nnd the resBonj on which they are fDUnded, in 
order to put them in e durable form, and to prerent misoonceptiona, 

1. The President'i ccmviotions of the dangeroui tendsnciae of the 



negislrate, that he felt it his duty, uotivith&tanding tbe objections of the 
fri^ndi by whom be was sunounded, to avail binueirof the first oceasi<M) 
to call the atteution of Congreai and the people to tbe qneatioii of ita 
re-ehartar. The opinions ezprttaed ia his siuiubI measage of DecemlHr 
lBt9, ware reiterated id tboie of December 1830 and 1B31 ; and in that 
of 1830 he threw out for eoiuideratiDB laue Roggaaticias ia relation to a 



Vl.] VAl WITH THI BANK. ISl 

•nbatituM. AtthewMionof tSSl-t, niwt wupuiM! by ■ oiBJority of 
both HouMi of Con^reM re-«bart«ruig th* pment binlc, upon which tbe 
Prendent felt it his duty to pot bit eonatitationd reto. In bii meMigv, 
retnming tlwt tot, he rspested nnd eoUrgfd aptm the pdneiplea uid 
Ti«wK brieflj umted in hia HnmiBl meai^^ea, deolBrin^ tha bank to be, 
Jd hii <4iiiuan, both inexpedient and unconstitational, uid uinoanciag to 
till countrymen, very (inequiToc>l)y, bia firm detenDinition nerer to 
•anctioD, by hii ipproTil, the conlinaense tit that hietitiititni, or tlia 
establiabmentDf iny other upon aimilir prindplea. 

C. There u« atcoag reuone for belieriDB: thM the motiTe of tba Bank 
in ukii^ for ■ re-charter at that aeaiio^ of Congraia, waa to make it a 
leading question in the elvction of a Preaident of the United StaCea the 
ensuing Navember, and all atejis deemed necesiary were taken to proenra 
from the people a rareraal of the President'* deciaioo. 

D. Although the charter was approaching ita temioHtiMi, and the 
Bank waa aware that it waa the intantion of the GoTemment to nae the 
public deposita, aa fast aa they acciued, in the puj-menl of tlie public 
debt, yet it did extend its loana from JanuaTy 1831 to May IBSj, from 
49,40^,304 doUara to 7O,4iB,OT0 dollars, being nn increase of IB,0eS,766 
dallara in aiiteeu monthii. It ia confidently beliared tbat the leading 
object of Ibia immense eitenaion of iti loans woa to bring as large a 

Ertion of the people as possible under ita power and infiuence; end it 
1 been diacloaed that some of the largest auma were granted on very 
nnusnal terms to conductors of the public press. In Bome of these case* 
the matiTe was made manifest by the nominal or insnfficient securf^ 
taken for the loana. by the large emounta discounted, by the extraordinary 
time allowed for payment, and especially by the subseqaeat condact of 
those receiving the accomaiodation. 

E. Haying taken these preliminary steps to obtain control over pubKc 

aiinion, ihe Bank came into Congress and asked a new charter. TlM 
ject avowed bymany of the advocates of the Bank, was to put the 
I'reaident to the test, that the couMry might know his final determination 
relative to the Hank, prior to the ensuing election. Many docum^t* 
and articles were printed and circulated at the expense of the Bank, to 
bring the people to a favourable decision upon its prelensiona. 'Ihose 
whom the Bank appears to have made its debtors for the special occasion, 
were warned of the ruin which awaited them should the Prcsidenl be 
■nstained, and attempts were made to alarm the whole people, by painting 
the depreasioD in the price of property and produce, and the general lose, 
inconvenience, and distress, wbicb it was repreaonted woald immediately 
follow the re-election of Che Preeidenl in ojipositioo to the Conk. 

F. Can it now be aaid that the question of a re-charter of the Bank 
iras not decided at tbe election which enaued T Had the veto been 
equivocal, or had it not covered tbe whole ground, — if it had merely 
taken exceptions to the details of the hill, or to the time of its passage, —if 
it had not met the whole ground of constitutionality and expediency, then 
there might have been some plsusibility for the allegation that tha 
.■ . ^---'d by the people. It was to compel the P-wident 

e question was brought forward at tbat pamcular 

lenge, willingly took the position into which hia 

.) force him, end frankly deolared hia unalterable 
opposition to the Bank, as being both nnoonatitutional and inexpedient. 
On tbat ground the case was ai^edtothepeople, andnovtbatthepeoplB 
lure Buatained the President natwtthatanding ibt array of Inluence R«t 
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fOfiar wlutdi will hn»|M b* b**'' npamtiipi, itutooIiteciwooiiMeDtllf 
jbjiilui, to lay that tt^tjuettioD lis not bean daeidad. Wtwtovar wybt 
Hm «puuMU of othara, tlie Prssideat coixuderi ]iw re-election u a igcieuti 
i^f Ilia [Mopla Bg;iuiist Uia UuiJt. ia tha coacUiding p»r«giBph of dij« 

U. "i Imvenow donenif duty W my conntry. If BOBtained by my 
fallaw^itilena, 1 Bhall be grstehil and btfpj ; if not, 1 sball find in .tlw 
iBGtiTes which impel me> ample groimda fn <u>ncentmeat and peace." 

Ije vrB3 Bualained bj a just [teople. Bad ha desLrea to eiince bis 
^gratitude, by canying iato effect their deciaion, «> far bb it depends 
upon him. 

H. Of all tba aubstitulfia fur the Resent Baiilc wbicb baTS been sus- 
f eMud, none aeeroa to bBve united any conaiderable portion of the public 
inita fBTour. Moatof UtMnaisliBbleto theaBmeconaritutiooalobjectioiw 
tef vbich the preaeat bank baa been condemued, and ptrliapa to all tber# 
jne ationgobjecticBB onlbe score of eipediency. J n ridding the country 
of the irreaponaible power which hua uttempted to control the Govem- 
dent, cue muct be taken not to anile the same power with the executive 
hraiich. To gii^ a PreaidentthBCODtroloiei thecujrency, aod the power 
ovei indiTidualB, now poa^eiaed by the BauV of the United Statea, stsd 
Vp'ilii the material diference that he is reaponaible to tlie people, would 
be as objectiouabla and bb dangerous as to leave it as tt JB, hcidier the 
0^ nor the olLer ia iiaceBBary, and therefore ou^t not to be reaorted to. 

]. On the wbole, tbe Freaident conaidera it aa concluaivety settled 
tbu the charter of the Bank of the Luited States will not be renewed, 
Bod be has no leaaonahle ground to believe that any substitute nill be 
establiahed. Being bound to legolale hia course bj the laws as they 
eiiBt, and not to ecticipBte the iaterference of the legislative power, for 
the purpose of framing new aystems, it is proper for him sea4onably to 
ctmsidei the means by which the eerricea rendered by the liaak of tba 
United States are to be perlormed after its charter shall expire. 

K. 'IbeexiatinglawB declare, that "the depoaiis of the money of the 
United Stotes in places in wlucb the anid lianli aadbnuichaa thereof may 
be estabUahed, shall be made in eaid Banker branches thereof, unless thp 
i^ecretary of the TreaBury aball at anytime otherwise order and direct, iu 
wbicb case tbe Secretary of the TrensuiY ahall immtdiately lay before 
Congress, if in aeasioD, and if cot, immeaiately afler tbe commenceiBeat 
of the neit aeaaion, tbe reasoD of such order or direction." 

L. 'I he power of the Secretary of tbe '1 reasury over the deposita is 
uncjualified. The provision that he shall report his reasons to (.'ongrese 
is no limitation. Had it not been inserted, he would Lave been responsible 
to Congress had be made a removal for any other tlian good reasons, 
end his responsibility ^ow cesaea upon the rendition of suflicient ones tg 
Con^esB. The only object of the proriaion is to make his reasons acceas- 
ible to Congreaa, and enable that biwly the more readily to judge of thsir 
il thereupon tn ma^e such further provision bj 



the United Slates at any moment, " by changing the depositsto the Stat^ 
"-'-- "-'--■■'-- - - ■ ■ rda thoa- '--^- -^ -- 



Banks," Bbould it purine an illiberal « , 

tliBt " the Secretary of the 1'reaipiy nill atways b« disposed to si ^ , 
lhe9t«4itoftbaSttta BiH)k«,andvilltnTariBbIf direct MoifuffiMaitlw 



tlia theii credit ," Hui ha aaurti 



D theii oredit ," Hid ha Muned » rigbt to anpla^ tb* StMe BmIh 

whan -the Hub of (Iw Uoitad 3tatai ahonld reAwa to rM<in ob daparit 
tha QOtea of ansh State Baalit ai thapoUieiBtareat re^aindahealdbit 
MDUTad in fifmmt of tlw poblic <Umb. Ib aa rw al inataBcaa Ita dM 
tnaafar Uia pabUe d^Mnili to State Baoli^ id the iaunadiua nsini^ «( 
kuohaa, tat Maataa eouaolad mbf widi tin utMf •flhaw baoha, tW 
paUie omaauNica, and tha intaieUa oftba Txaaanij. 

JI. If it wukwfiilteUt. CnwCud, the aaawity of tha TraMwy, 
at that time to acton tbeae prluciplB*, it will be diSowtte diaoorac anp 
aonnd nnmb agwaat tba applioatioa tjaimilar prweiplea in atilt atroogat 
caaei And it it s mattar of uiipriae tliat ■ powar whiob, in the intiaaf 
afthe Baak, waatrealyBHartadBSMWoflheiirdiiuryMldbniliudiilia* 
of tlw Saontary of the Traainty, ahDuU now be nwalj^ <|i>aatl«aad, aad 
■twatpla aiade to «xoite and ilann Ht» pohlio mud u if aome iisw-aHl 
uUMard-of pewai waa abent tn be uuiped 1^ dia eiacwtiTa bivwh of Oa 
OorenuDGOt. 

N. It ii b«t * little more than two yean ai 

of the charwr of the preaant Bank. It ii aa 

the cMintiT, that it iball tb«D cowa to exist, . 

beliara, ban reaaoDable ground fbi ezpeotatiom that aoj' other bank of 
the United Statu will be oraated by CoB^nea. 'I'o the Treaiu^ Db- 
paitnient ia introated the aafa keeping and faithful uptieatjon of the 
public mimiea. A pjaa of oollection diffarant from tbe preaent maat, 
tberefore, be introduced and put in complete (qienitioD before tha diaaiK 
lution of the pieaeut BaiA. Whgneheliitbe oommenaedl ShillnoM^ 
bs taken in diia euaatial conaetn until the cfaanar ezpirai, and the Tra*. 
■nr^ find* itielf without an agent, ita acctnint* in coafoiion, with no da> 
poaitory Cm ita funda, and th» whole biuinsea of the GoTenment de* 
Tanged ) t)r atall it be deli^ed until aii nontha, or a jear, or twn ;«an, 
before the expiiatian of tha ohuter 1 It ii obiioua tint any new ajMem 
which nu^ be mbBtilated in the place of the llanl of the United Maiaa, 
eould not be nddanlj oanied into effect on the lanaination of .it* exi>t> 
aooe without seiioui inoouvenience to the Uoretnment and the people. 
Ita T*at asuont of notaa i* tbei> to be redeemed and withdrawD from cir- 
inilBtion, and ita immenBe debt colleoted. 'Jhea* operatioQi muit ba 
gradoiil, atherwiae much luSeiing and dietiWM will be brought upon tha 
oommuniu. It ought to be, not a work of ntontha only, but of years, and 
the Preaident thinka it eannot, with due attention to tbfr intereata of the 
people, be hmgerpoatponed. Jt ia eafer to beginittoo soonthan todaU^ 
It too long. 

O. It ia for the wiadom of Congreaa to decide npoD the beat aabUitntB 
to be adopted in the place of the Bank of the United Statea ; andtbel'ro. 
■ident would hare felt himaelf rdievvd from a baaTy and painful reapon- 
aibility if in the charter to the Bank, Coogreaahad reeerred to itaelf tha 
power of diraoting, at ita pleHure, the public moaay to be atoawhere da*, 
poailed, and had not deTtdred that power eiohiaivelj oa one of tha ex»- 
•ntixe deparlmaDta, It ia uialaaa now to inquire why thia high and 
important powar waB iurrendared by thoae who are peculiarly and appro- 
niataly the gnardian of Iba public money. Perhapa it waa ao aretaigbt. 
Bot u the PreaideM pnanmea that the charter to the Bank la to ba eaa- 
aUend aa a coDtraot on Ae part of tha OoveniBuati it ia not now ia the 
powr of Couttteia to di«r«gari itaatipnlatioBa^ and W thetannaafthatoaa- 
MetdMpabb«MMMr>*l"l>*'WM)ta<luth» BaahdnriDgUwoB ti BBaaM 



' ■1S4 ■ wra Of tMxaeii. [Cfatp. 

WlWcIisrtBT, onfeMtbsSecTOUcy oftboTreSsury diBlIotlMrwisedMet. 

^leis.theiefbTB, tb6 Secretary of tlie Treuur; Jirat rcu, CongreH Iisto 
too pover over Hie siibjeet, for cb«y cuinot add h new clause to Oie ohnter, 
or strike onetmtof it, wiclioattba eousent oftiieBimk ; ted cooieqaeatlj 
the public iDonsy must remain in that inttiCntion to the lut hoar of its 
exiatmice, unless the Secretarj of the TresBtir; shall remors it'Ht U) 
burlier day. I he responsibilitr ia tlioa thrown mioQ the eKecntiF« Invoeh 
of the GoveTnmeut, of deciding how long before the eipiratjon oftha 
isBarter the public tnteroBta will require the deposits to be placed elao- 
*here; and slthongh, according to the frame and principle of our gO»8m- 
ment, tins deeision wonid seem more properly to belong (o die legialatitB 

Sower, yet, an (he law has imposed it upon the eiecutlTe department, the 
uty OQght to he faithfully and fimly met, and the deciaic« made and 
executed upon the best liglits that can be Dbtatnad. and the best judgment 
ttatSan be formed. !t would ill become the executive brsneli of til» 
GOTemment to shrink from any dnty which the law impoaea on it, to Ox 
upon others the responsibility which justly belongs to itaelf.- 

P, And while the President aniloualy wishw tn abstain from the exer- 
cise of doobtTnl power*, and to avoid all interfereDce with flio righta and 
dutiea of others, he must yet. with unshakBo constancy, discliarje hieovn 
obligations: and cannot allow himself to turn aside, in ordurto avoid «ijr 
lesponsibility which the high trust with which he has been honoured ro- 

3' uires him to encounter, ; and it being the duty of one of the eiemitite 
epartments to decide, in the first instanco, subject to the future action 
of the lesislativB power, whether the public deposits shall remain in tJte 
Bank of the United States until tho end of its eiiatenoe, or be withdrawn 
«ome time before, the President hea felt himgdf bonnd to examine the 
ifueation carefully and deliberately, in order to make up his judgment on 
the subject; and'inhis opinion theneat approacli of the termination of 
the charter, and the public considerations heretofore mentioned, are of 
theinsrives amply auifioierit to justify the reiOovnl of the deposits witb- 
ont reference to the conduct of the 'tiaak, ortlieir satety in its keeping, 

Q. But in the condoet of tfie Bank raav he found other reaaoas frsty 
imperative in iheir character, and which reijnire prompt aotion/ De- 
velopmenta have been taade frem time to time of ita faithlessaeBS as a 
pablic o'-ent, its misapplication of public funds, its interference in elec- 
tions ita°efforts by the niachinery of committees to deprive the Gavem- 
raent directors of a full knowledge of- lis concern*, and,: above all, ita 
flogratit misconduct as recentlr and uneipectedlv disclosed in placing all 
the funds of the Bant, including the money of the Government, at tfaa 
disposition of the President of the Bank, as means of operating upon 
bnoiic opinion and procuring a new charter without requiring him to 
lender a voucher ibt their disbursement. A brief recapitulation of tho 
fhctaVhich justify these charges and which have come to the knowledge 
ofthepuWioandthe President, will,he thinks, remoie every roasonaWe 
doubt as to the course which it is now the duty of the Pteaidenttopurstw. 

R We have seen, that in sixteen mont.'is, ending in Uay 1B33, the 
Bonk had extended iU loans more than B8,000,om) doUara. although it 
tnew tlie Government intended to appropriate most of ita lar^a deposita 
during that year in payment of the public debt. It was in May 1B32 
that its loans arrived at the roasimnm, and in the. preceding March, ao 
sensible Was the Bank that it would not be ahle. to pay over the paUia 
fleposits whon it Would be required by the Govenunent, that it ca«i- 
aumced a Beerrtiiogotiatioii without the spprobation >K,^o^I^e-o(tlM 



VI,] WAS WWH THB BAKK. 125 

Gorenunent irilh tlba ag«iiU, for about 2,700,000 dollan of tliaSper; 
0«at itockB beld in HoUand, witli b vien' of iaducb^ them not to come . 
fbniTd for pajment for one or mors years after notice should be given 
by tlie 'Cressury Dejiamnent. This arrangemeiit would haTeeaabled \if» 
Bank to keen sad usa duriDg that time tlie public mocey set apart for tba - 
payment of tbese stocks. 

It. Aflertbis negotiationbnd commenced, tlie Secretary of the Trejsiu? . 
iaformed tbe bank that it was bis intention fo pay off me-lialf of Ibe 3 
per caata. on the lat of the succeeding July, which amounted to ^boul 
(),f>l)0,OOU dollars, i'he Presideut of the iiaiik, although ihe coiami.tte*. 
of inTsatigation naa then looking into its afi'aiia at Philadelphia, cynte iiU: 
medislety to Wasfainglon, and upon representing that the Uenk was 
daeiroua of accommodating Uie importing inerctanti at New York (which 
it failed to do), and undertaking to {xiy the interest itself, procured tbc^ 
consent of the ^ecretxty, alter cooaultinj^ with the l*iesideat, to postpoue,, 
tbe payment until tbe succeeding 1st of (Jctober. 

T. Conscious that at the end of that i]uatlertl)e Bouk would not basbls 
ta pay over the deposits, and Ibat further indulgence was not to be 
expected of the GoTarnment, an agent was dispatched to lingUod, 
secretly to negotiate with the holders of Ihe pubbo debt in Europe, sod. 
induce them by t)ie offer of an equal or higher interest than that paid by, 
tbe Uorertunent to hold back their claiios for oue year, durin); which the 
Bank eipmted thus to retain the use of ^fiO(J,mm dpUiirs of public' 
numey, wbieli tbe UoTemment should set apart for tbe pHyineut of that 
d^bt' Tbe agent made an arrangerQent on terms, in part, which were in. 
direct TJolstion of the charter of tbe Bank, and when some incidents, 
connected with this secret nagotistion accideataUy came to the koowLedga , 
of the pubho and the Government, than, and not before, ao mucb of it as 
was palpably iu violation of the churter was disavowed! A modiUcatLoa 
of thereat was attempted, with theviewof getting tbe Certificates without 
paypient of the money, and thus absoiriug the UovecDment from its , 
lisbiltty to tbe holders. In this schema the Uank was partially 
SBOceMfiil, but to this day the cerllficatea of a portion of these stoclis. 
have not been psid, and the 13ank retaias the use of the mouey. 

U. This effort to thwart the Government in tbe paymentof the public debt, 
that it might retain the public money to be used for their private interests, 
palliated by prelencas notoriously unfouuded and insincere, would have, 
justilied tbe instant withdrawal of tlie public doposits. The negotiation 
lUelf rendered doubtful the ability of tlie ilank to meet the demands of 
the Treasury, and the misrepresentations by which it was nttempted to 
be justified, proved that no reliance could be placed upon its allegatioaa. . 

V. If the question of a removal of the deposits presented itself to the 
executive in tbe same .attitude tliat it appeared before tbe tlouae of 
Aepreaentatives at their last session, tbeir resolution in reistion to tbe 
safety of the deposiu would ha entitled to more weight, ullhough the, 
dtflision of the question of removal has been confided by law to aaotlier 
dspertoient of the Govemuwat, Hut tbe question now occurs, attended 
by other circumslances and new disclosures of the ittost serious import. , 
It is true that in the message of the President, which produced this 
inquiry and resolution on the partof the House of Rflpieseutatives, it wa* 
hisobjeot to obtain the aid of that body in making a thorough examiuation 
into the oonduot and condition of the Bank and its branches, in order to 
Mtble the executive department to decide whether the public money waa 
laager a^ in iu . bands. . J'he limited power of the Secretary of lb* , 



n«u«iy orat t&ejnbjvet, dinUed bim frma-maidBg-thieiirrsitigatkn ■> 
fdlh UM sMi^aetoril; tu it could b» done by s oommittSA of the Hobm 
<tf ibspr«MiitMiTea, and hsiic* the Prendant deaired tba BUnUoee of 
Coumw to obtkin br the 'I'nuury dspiirtmait n fiill knswledp of aU 
tk»fkot« wbioh were-Bacenuy to guid«-hia jndgMeiit. Bat it was naC 
his parpoae, w Cheluifosge of hi« measage will- show, toaak tharepr*- 
saoUtiTea of Ote people to aasaiae a reiponaibilit}- irhich did not Ixdang 
to tbem, and relieie tbe eisbatJTa hran^ of llts GoTemraent fraia tha 
doty n-hick the lair had impoaed npoD it. It is due to the Praaiduit IhM 
Ml Direct in that prooaeding abonld be distiaDtly anderstood. aad that b» 
abtnld acquit himself of ^1 saspinon of aaeking to eeeape from tlw 
perfemaKoe of hii a«a duties, or of destriog ts iuterpeae anothei' body 
between bimaelf and the people, in order to sToid a maaanre irhioh he ia- 
called iip<»i ta meat. Bot Blthougb, as so act of justice to himaelf, he 
4iBelaima any design of solicitinf the opioioa of the House of Heprsaeota- 
tivea ia relation to his own duties, in order to abetter bimaalf from 
tba reaponaibility under the sanetion of (beir counial, jet he' ia at all 
times ready to liaHn to the au^eBiioos of tba repreaantatives of th» 
people, wbeder given valuBtarily or apon solicitation, and to consider 
tkam with the profoond reepeet to ffhiob sU irill admit they are Joitly 
entitled. .WhateTerniBy be the conseqaenoea, however, to bimaelf, ha 
anst finally form Us oirn judnnent where the ooBatitutiiHi and the law 
make it hiaduty to decide, and muat act aceordiag^y ; uid bf isboand to 
sopposH that anch a oourae oa his part will never be regarded by that 
devaled body asa marii of disrespect to itself, bst that they wilt, oa the 
auMiary. eateem it the strDDgest evidence be can give of his fixed iea«la- 
tlen (Kmaeientiousty to disebsrge bis dnty to tbem and the countiy; 

W. A new state of things baa, however, arisen since the close of Ihe 
laat seiaicHi of Congress, and evidence Ins since been laid bebre ttie- 
Freaidenl, wbicli he is persuaded would have led tbe House of ReDr»-. 
saDtatirea to B dilfwent oonclasion, if i( had oome to their knowledgs.. 
'ilie fsct that the- Bank oontrola, and in some cases substantially owns, 
and by its money anpporta some of tbe leading preaaee of tbe countrj, if 
now more dearly established, Editors to whom it loaned- extiavsgant 
Bomein 1631 and ISSt, oo unusuittine and nominal aecnrity, have since 
turned out to be inatdvents ; and to others, apparently in no better oon- 
dilion, BOCommadatioD* atil) more eitravagant, oo terms more uonBual,. 



a«}urT was bankrupt, and 
llgr many lyears there has not been leas on an sveri^e than six miUioos of 
pnblie mtney in that institnlion, might be passed over as a haiodess 
raisrepreaeDtatioa i but when it is attempted Iwaubstantial acta toimpav' 
tbe ewHt of tin Govenimest, and tMrniah tbehonmr of tbe country, sniA 
cbarges ccquiie more serioos attention. With six miUions of. pubUe 
money in its vaulta, after bavii^ had the use of from five to twelve mil> 
liona tor nine years, widiout interest, it beoame tbe pundiHEer of- a ball 
Avwn by our Govemment oa that of France for about 900,0(M) dollan, 
Mng the eiat instalment of the French iademnitv. The puTchaas-auaeyi 
waaleflin the uMof tbe Bank, being inmpty e^ad to the Treaaory de- 
pBoits. 1'he Bank Mdd the bill in tngtand, and the holder ' sent it to 
Pmnce for collection, md amngemeola not kavii^ been ni*d» by tlw 
EymchGoTBTDmeatfor itap^mentiit waatak^upby tbeagent* afthsi 
Btatfc in Euirwitb-IlM fwids of th» hfak iu' (heir binda. Vwitt ItaM 
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i^lmimsUmeflE it hu. OiRnii'h Ha orgMs. openV «Aaa«A tbe-'eMdit? 6f flW 
@«reninieDt; slid hnssctuall; made, nndperatstsia a dmuid of 15'pM- 
cent., or 15,tl84,¥T7 dolInrB asdamRgea, when do damage or none beVontf 
Some trifling- expense, has in feet been BinMBinMl ; and wben ffae S*ak 
Gsd in its own pasaesaionin deposit sflTGral millianH of the public mone^, 
Which it W09 then using for ila owu profit, la a IJacal i^ent of theGoreni- 
ment, which thus seeks to enrich itself at the eipense of the public, 
worthy of further trust 1 

Y. There sre atber important f^ctit not in the contemjdation of (kv 
House of liepresentntiTes, or not known to the Members at the time they 
Totad forthe resolution. 

Z. Although the charter snd the roles of the Bant both declared that; 
*• not less than auven dirootors ' ahall be neeesaary to the tranSBOtimt of 
business, yet ihe most important business, eren thut of granting diaconnlir 
to any extent, is intrusted to a eoiBmittee of Gre members, who do liM 
report Co tbe boaad. 

a. I'o cut off all means of comma nicatron wid the Govemmentiil reta- 

ye»r. not one of tho GoTemment Uirectora WOT placed on any one coa^ 
mittea ; and althongh since, bv an unusual remodelling of dtosa bodiei, 

Bomeofthose directors ha-TB been placed on some of the cod-'- ■■■- 

Breyeteatirelyeidnded from the committee of exebanee, tl 
the greatest sad moat obJectiDnnble loaas have been made. 

b. When the Government Direcbira made an eftnt to bring back tb* 
bosinesa of the Bank to the Board, in obedience to tbe cbarter and the 
existing regulations, the Board not only orermled their attempt, but' 
sltered the rule, so as' to maWe it conform to the practice, in direct viola- 
tion of one of the most important prorisrons of tiie charter iriiieb gsTO 
them existence. 

e. It has long beetiknown that the President of the Bank by his alnglft" 
will originates and eiecntes many of the moat important' nteasares con>' 
ilected With the management and credit of tho Bank, and that the com- 
mittee, OS well as tbe Board of l>ircrtor*, are loft in antire ignorance o^ 
many acts done, and correspondence carried on, in their name, and appar- 
ently under their au^ority. I'he fact baa been recentiy discloaed, tlMf 
an unlimited discretion has been, and irnow, Tested in the President' tif 
die Bank, to expend its funds in payment ftir preparing and oiroulating 
oracles, and purchasing pamphlets and newspapers, {raloulated by their 
contents to operate on elections, and aeeure a renewal of its charier, tff 
appears from the official report of the public directors, that on the 30i 
of November, 18jO, the President anhraitted to tte Board »a article pi*! 
lished in tbe American Qimi'ierlir Retina, containing farouraUe notieeaD f 
the Bank, and suggesting Ihe eipedieucy ofgiving it 8 Wider oinujation 
atllie expense of the Bank ; wbereupan tbe Board passed tbefbllowin^ 
resolution, »ii : — 

d. •' Resolved,— That the President be autboriaed to taVe snch me»- 
nres in regard to the circDlationoftbecontentaofthoBaidartifle, ehheV 
in whole or in part, b» he may deem most for the interest of the Bank;" 

e. by an entry of the minutes of the Bank, dated March Ihe 11., 1«81, 
It appears that tliB Preaident had not only caused a large edition of tbtl 
article to be issued, bat had also, before the resolution of the 30. of No'- 
vember was adopted, procured to be printeit and widelv ciroabted nnnut^ 
rous copies ofdie reports of OeherdtJmith and Mr. M'I>uiite inftyoorSf 
Ae Bank, and On that day he suggested the eipedieney of extending t<i« 



128 Lira OF JACKSON. [Clap. 

poww ta1b« printing of otlmriutiolei which miglitaitiaerve tb« paTposes 

of the inititution. WhoTeupon the follofring laaoIutioD wu adopted,. 

i. " ResolTGd,— That tha Pieaident ia hereby nithoricad to cauae to 
be prepared and circulated such documentg and papeia a* nay t'ommniii- 
aate to the people iDfonnelioD in regiird to the nature and operations of 
the Bank," 

g. The eipanditure purporting to hava been made under aothorily 
of theae rcaolutiona, daring the jean 1S3L and 18^3, were about 80,000 
doUara. For a portion of these expenditures vouchera *ere rendered, 
from which it appears that they were incurred in the porchafe of aoma 
hundred thoaund ciniiea of newapapers, reports of and speeches made in 
Congress, reriewa of the veto meeaage, and reiieva of speeches against 
the liank, &c. For uiother large portion no roucherBwhiiterer were ren- 
dered, but the various sums irere paid on orders of the President of the 
fiank.mskingrerereDce to the resolutions of the 11. of March, 1831. 

h. On ascettaining these facts, andperceinng that;expenditures of a 
aimilar chsTsctor were sLiU continued, the Goremment direclois a few 
weeks ago offered a resolution to the Hoard calling for a specific scoount 
of these expenditures, showing the objects to which they had been applied, 
and the peraons io whom the monej had been paid. This reasonable 
proposition was voted down. 

i. They slso offered a resolution, reacinding the resolutions of Novem- 
bar 1S30, and March 1831. This waa also reiecud. 

j. Not content with thua refusing to recall the obnoxious power, oi 
even to require sucji an account of the expenditure as would show whether 
the money of the Bank had, io fact, been applied to the objects contem- 
plated by those resolutions, as obnoxious as they were, the Board renewed 
the power already conferred, and even enjoined renewed attention to its. 
exercise, by adopting the following in lien of the propodtioa aubmitted by 
the Government Directors; — 

" Resolved,— That the Board have confidence in the wiadom and 
~ y of the President, and in the propKety of the resolutions of the 
November, 1830, and the U. of March, 11131, and entertain a full 
conviction of the necessity of a renewed attention to the object of those 
resolutiona, and that the President be authorised and requested to continue 
his exertions Ibr the promotion of the ssid object.'.' 

(. Taken in connexion with the nature of the expenditures heretofore 
made, as recsnUy disclosed, which the Board not only tolerate but 
approve, this resolution puts the funds of tlie Bank at the disposition of 
the President, for the purpose of employing the whole press of the 
country in the service of the Bank, to Jiire writers and newspspera, and 
to pay out such sums as he pleases, to what persons and (or what services 
he pleases, without tlie res^ionaibility of rendering any speciSo sccounl. 
The Bank is thus converted into a vast electioneering engine, with means, 
to embroU the country in deadly feuds, and, under cover of expenditures 
in themselves improper, extend its corruption through all tiw ramifica- 
tions of society. 

m. Some of the items lor which accounts have been rendered, show 
the conatraotion which has been given to the resolutions, and the way iix 
wbioh the power it confers bas been exerted. 'I'bn money has not been 
expended merely in the publication and distribution of speeches, reports 
of conunitteea, and of articles written for the purpose of showing the 
constituuousli^ or uiefubiess of the Bank. Publications have been. 
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prepared and wrtensirely circolated, eontnining the gio»3»at invectlm 

r'nst the oflicera of the Government ; and tlia raonej- wliich belongs to 
stockholders and to the (lublic, lins been freely aupUed. in ettoFta to, 
degrade in public estimation those who were siippoaed to be insCiuiaeQtal, 
in rBBiating llio wiahea of this graspiiig and dangerous institution. Ab„ 
the President of Iha Hank has not been required tnsetde bis accounts, no, 
one but hlmaelf yet lioows hoff much more than the sum already men-. 
tioDed may h»ve been squandered, and for wliicb a credit may hereafter 
lie claimed in Lis account, under this most extraordinary resolution. 
With these facta before us. can we be surprised at the torrent of abuse 
incessantly poured out against all who are supposed to stand in the way of, 
the cupidity or ambition of the Bank of the United States? Can we be, 
anrprised M sudden end unexpected changes of opinion in favour of an, 
institution which bas millions to laTiab, and avons its determination not,. 
to apara its meana when they are necessary to accomplish ita purposes V 
ITie refusal to render an aocoonl of the manner in wliich a part of tho^ 
money expended has been applied, gives just cause for the suspicion, 
tbat It has been used for purpoaea which it is not deeoied prudent to 
expose to tlte eyes of an inlelligent and virtuous people, 'i'hose tvho 
act justly do not sban the light, nor do they refuse explanations when the 
propriety of theii conduct is brought into question. 

n. With these facts before liim, in an official report from the Govern- , 
ment Directors, the President would feel that lie la not only responsible 
for all the abuses and corruptions the Bank has committed, or m^ 
commit, but ulmost an accomplice in a conspirain- against that Govern-, 
ment which he bad sworn lionestly to administer, if he did not take every 
step within bis censtitutiunat and legal power, likely to be efficient in. 

itting an end to these enormities. If it be possible, within the scope of ^ 

imaa affairs, to £nd a reason for removing the Government deposits, 
twd leaving die Bank to ita own resources for the means of effecting its 
criminal designs, we bave it here. Was it e:<pected, when the monies of 
tbe United ktalea were directed to be placed in tbat Bank, that they 
would be put under the control of one man, empowered to spend millions 
without leodering a voucher or specifying the object? Can they be 
considered safe, witb the evidence before us, tbat tens of tbouaands have 
been spent for highly improper, if not corrupt purposes, and that the 
same motive may lead to t)ie expenditure ot bundreda of thousands, and 
even milboas, more? And can we justify ourselves to tile people by 
Jonger lending to it the money and power of the Government, to l». 
employed for such purposes 1 

o. It.has been alleged by some, as lui objection to the removal of the. 
deposits, that the Bank has the power, and in tbat event will have the dls-' 
poeition. to destroy the State iianka employed by the GoTemment, and , 
bring distress upon the country. It Las been the fortune of tlie President 
to encounter dangers which were represented as equally alarming, and 
be has seen tbem vanish before resolution and energy! Pictures equally 
uppalling were paraded before bim when this Bank came to demand a new 
sbarter. But what was the result? Has tlie couutry been ruined, or 
even distressed? Wua it ever more prosperous than since tliatact? The 
President verilj- believes the Bank has not the power to produce the 
calamities its friends threaten. The funds of the Government will not be , 
■nnihitated by bBina; transferred ) tliey will immediately be issued for tbe 
benefit of trade, andif the Bank of the United States curtails its liMns, the . 
State Banis, atrengtluned by the public deposits, will extend theirs. 
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WbiteomM la Aroagh one Btob will go oat throtigb otben, utd tKIB . 

Suilibriam will be preutTed. Should tbe Bank, for tha mere putpoM 
pTodaoini; diKreH, preu iu debtors more twsrily thu soma oftbem 
■•D bear, tlie coueqaeiwea will ibdoU upon itirif, and ia tbe aetempte W 
Maberran the coimtrj, it will otily brin^ loas and Tuiv upon the hohten 
ofiM owaatock. But if tbe President belieTed the Bmk po a ee wn d ell 
tbe power wMob bm been ottiibated to it, bis deteniiinBtiaBwvuid'iin)^ 
be rendered tbe more iofleiible. If, indeed, tlria oorponition now boMa 
in its hinds the hsppinew uid proapeiitj of tbe AnNriom people, it ir 
bigb- time to take the tiatai. If tbe despotism be alresdy upon us, md 
oni only s&fety is in tbe mercj of the despot, recent derelopiBBots in TtA\' 
tion to hie daei([os snd tbe meana he emplo3^ sfaow bow necessny itis to 
sbsks it oS. 1 be stru^le can never come with less distress to tbe peo- 
ple, or under more ftToumbla auspices, than st tbe present moment. 

p. All doubt Bs totbe willinsiiess of tbe State Banks to undertake the 
aerfice of the Government, to the same eitent, sad on tbe same terms, aa 
it ia now performed by the [3Bnk of tbe United Stales, is pot l« rest bj~ 
tha report of the agent recently employed to eolleot infbnnatioa ; and- 
tnm that willingneaa their own safety in the operation may be confidently 
ioArred. Knowing their own resources better than they can be known 
by others, it is nnt to be supposed that they wonld be willing ta place- 
tbemselves in a situation which they cuinot occupy without danger of 
annihilation or embarraasment. I'he only consideratian sppliea to the 
safety oftbe public fandi, if deposited in those institutions. And when 
it is seen that the directors of many of them are notonly willing to pledge 
tbe oharacler and capita of the corporations ia giving success to this 
measure, hut also their own proper^ andrepirtatioD.we cannot doubt that 
they at least believe the public deposits wDuid be safe in tbeir mmage- 
ment. Tbe President thinks that these facta and circnn stances aftonl as 
strong a guarantee as can be bad in human sBkira for the safety of the 
public fnDcIs,and tbe practicability of a new system of collection and dis- 
bniaement through the sgency oftbe State Banks. 

q. From ail Ibeae considerations, the President tbinks that the State 
Banki ought immediately to be employed in the coilection end disburse- 
ment of the publio revenue, and the funds uowin the Bank of the United 
States drawn out with all convenient dispatch. The aafctv of the oublir 
monies, if deposited in the State Banks, mast be secured beyond all rea- 
sonable doubts; but the extent and nature of the secvii'T, in addhJon to 
their capital, if any be deemed neceaaary, is a subject of* detail to wl iob 
the Treasury Department will undoubtedly give its anxious attendoDi 
'IliB Banks to be employed must remit the monies of tbe Government 
withont chaise, aa the Bank of the United i^tatosnow does; must render 
■D tha services which that Bank non- performa ; must keep the Uovem- 
ment advised of tbeirsituation by periodical retarns ; in fine, with any 
atraogement iFicli the State Bonks, the Government must not, in aoy 
respeot, be placed on a worse footing than it noiv ia. Tbe President is 
happy to perceive by the report oftbe agent, that tha banks which iie bee 
consolted, bars, in general, ronaented to perform the service on theii> 
tanns, and that those in New York have farther agreed to mnke pay- 
ments ia London without other charge than the mere coat of tho bills of 
exchange. 

r. It should also be enjoined on any banks which may be employed, 
that it will be expected of them to facilitate domeatio eiebanges tbrthe 
benefit of iatenud eommene ; to grant alt TeagonM* laoilitte*' t4 Ac 
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[MyerB of tbe 'rer«Mie ; 
oUier Sute bAnkB { and cc 
Uie United :^ate>. 

B. As one of the niiwt wrions objfctioiiB to the Bsok of tha United' 
States is tbe power nhicb it concmtrat«a, CKre itanst hs tsken, in findiiiffi 
other agents Tor the aervtcsoftbe'l'raBBuiy, not to raise up tuiothor poiroi 
equally fotiBidBble. Altbougfa -it wvuld pcobublj' be imposaibla tot 
produce Bucb a ranUtby^ any orgHiiiation of the Sute liwikH-whish conkl' 
be devised, jet it iadeairahle to avoid even the appearance. 'I'othis endi 
it vroiildbe eipedient to assBmena ntorepoireT otsi tbemi and iotertei«< 
DO more in their a^itsthin might he absotuiBif Deoflssarf to the sectuitf- 
ot tbe pablif. depoaita, -and tbe flitUiil pBrformuine of theiF duties'sa 
■gBntf to the Treaaury. AnjintaTferratce brtbem in the politiDalconteau- 
of the conntrjr, with a view to iaflnence electic^a, outbt, in the opinion- 
of the Presiasnt^ to be foUo*ed by- aa innaedJMe disehar^' fhnn tbei 

t. It is the deaJTBof the President tiiat the contndof tbe banks' and thS' 
currency shall, as fai as possible, be entiiely Beparated liom the politicHl 
powaf of the tountry, a» iifell as wreated from an institution whiih hng 
already attemptedto subjeoltheGovernment to its will. In his opinion, tba 
HCtion of tbe General UoveTUment on this subject ought not to extend 
beyond the grant in tbe coustitntion, which only anthorises Congees "to 
chin money and re^lata the value thereof;" all else bokmgeto the Stale*' 
aad the people, and must be regulated by public cfdnioa and tbe intereata 
of trade. 

u. In conclusion, the Preaident must be permitted to remark tbat lie 
looks up[>:i the pi^nding qnettion as of higher cousideration than the mere 
tnmafer of u sum of money from one bank to another. Its deoinon may^ 
aibct the character of oar Governmem for ages to coma, ^oold th» 
Bank be suffered longer to aae the HiUic monies in the accomplishmeDt 
of its purposes, with t)ie proofs of its faitblcgsness and corrupttoa before 
one eyes, the patriotic among our citizens will despair of auccesa in 
•tiu^ling against its power, and we shall be respoDsible for entailing it'' 
uptm our oouDtry for evei. Viewing it aa a question of tranaoeudant 
importance, both in the prln^ples and cODsaquences it involves, tha 
President could not, injustice to the responsibility which he owes ta&o 
conalry, refrain from pressing upon tlie Secretary of tbe Treasury big ' 
view of the considerations whieh impel to immediate action. Upon him 
has been devolved, hy the constitution aodtiiesuffr^ea of the AnxericaB 
people, the duty of saperinlending the operaHon of the executive - 
departments of the Gavernnient, and seeiiig that tbe laws are faithfully 
executed: 

V. In tlie performancB of this high trust it is bis undoubted right to 
eipresa to those whom the laws end bis own choice have nlMlo Ma' 
associates in the adminiatration of the Goremment, hia opinion of thek 
dnties, undet clroomataaiies as they arise. It ia this right which he now 
exercises. Par be it from him to eipect or require tbat any member of 
tbe Cabinet should, athis reipeat, order, or dictation, do any ad which ha 
believes unlawful, or in his conscience condemns. From them, and from 
his fellow- citizens in gsneral, he desires only that aid'and sopportWhioh 
their reiison appibves and 'their conacience sanetioBBi ''•-■ 

w, I n tha remarks he has made on this dl-important ipiestioii , be trnsta ■ 
tbe Secretary of the Trflasury will see only tha frank and reapectftl 
declarations of the opinions which the Preaident has formed on a measure 
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of gT^iambond jptweit, deeply aff^tinf tb* ebtneln sad KMfithMM of 
bit sdmiiiiitratiDD ; tai not ■ ipirit of dictation, wtuch tlie ProaidaBt 
would be u cireful totroid ureadjlo reaiit. Happy will he be if tbo 
Acta now diick»ed prodnce Dnifonnity of apinioii and unity of ictioa 
anoDgtheBiembnioflkeadiiiiniMTation. 

X. Tba Prendent tgtia repesti, ihnt b« be^ bii Cibiiiet to consUcr 
tba propoaod meuuTe ui UU own, in the inppon of wbioh be iJmU require 
no one of Ibem tomtke ■ wcriGce of opiitioD or principla. Jta reaponsi- 
bility hu been asiumed, (ftsr tlie moat mtture deliberation end reflection, 
u necessary to pregarre the moniU of (he people, the freedom of th» 
pres*, mnd the puril)' of the eleetirs fnochiH, without which ill iriU 
noils in wyina; that the bkiod end tieasare expended by our foieiathera 
in theeatabLiihmenCof out )i*ppy ■yatam of gn*erameut, will hnve been 
vaia and traitleas. Under tbeae connctiona, he feeli that a measure "o 
jnpoftant to the American people oannbr be cammenced loo soon, end ha 
thinetiira names the 1. day of October next as a period proper for Uie 
change of tbe depoaiu, or aocaer, provided the necenaty airangecoenlA 
with the State Bmk* era be made. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

191. WheD the Congress met in November, 1833. he an- 
nounced to them hi» determinRtion to punue the course marked 
out in this letter to his cabinet. Every one knew the effect that 
that course must produce. The bank of the United States had 
in circulation notes to the amount of nearly 70,428,070 dcdlara; 
for it had, as we see in the cabinet letter, extended its issues by 
28 millions of dollars, in addition to what it had out before it 
prepared for the struggle ag^nsl the President, Before that, 
ithadout notes to the amount of 42,403,304 dollars. Between 
January 1831 and May 1832, it put out an additional 28,025,776 
dollars, though the bank had been apprized, that it was tbe 
intention of the govemnient to apply the deposits as fast as 
possible to clear off the remainder of the public debt. This 
additional 28,000,000 were applied to the hiring of newspapers 
by the means of discounts ; to the bribing' of needy men in 
every direction ; and to the giving of extraordinary time for the 
payment of the notes lent forihis nefarious purpose. The parties 
thus borrowiag of the bank saw ruin staring tliem in the face, 
if the charter were not renewed; and this made them intrigue 
and work in all sorts of ways, to prevent tbe re.election of the 
President, because if he were re-elected the charter would not 
be renewed. If, however, tbe President were elected, perilous 
indeed was the stale of the bank ; for, with its immense issues, 
it would be utterly unable to give up the deposits to enable the 
nation to pay off its dehl. By a reference to paragraphs r, », 
t, and u, of the letter, the reader will see the nature of the 
nefarious transactions which tbe bank resorted to in conjunc- 
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tioo irith iu aUiM m EnglaBd ; ami he will see hov necewary 
it vas, even for the support of the independence of the country, 
that a man like thii should be placed at the head of its affair*. - 

192. It will be easily ima^ned, that the re-election of th« 
president (in the fall of 1S32), which, let it be obwrred, ei- 
premed decidedly the opinion of the people in support of his 
views as to the bank ; it will be easily inu^ned what confusion 
this must have created in the camp of the paper-money makera. 
That confusion extended itself into every part of the uruon 
instantly; for dut system of having " branch banlu," whidi 
has been imitated by our big bank in England, bad placed the 
whole country under tlie command of the big bank in America. 
The strife at the election was prodigious ; but the induatrioas 
part of the community, long oppreesed by the crafty robbery of 
the banks, had the sense to perceive, that to be delivered from 
this worst of tyranny tbey mast stand by the President ; they 
had the virtue to stand by him, and their efforts were crowned 
with success. 

193. At the time appointed by himself he removed the depo- 
sits tmm the bank ; that is to say, in the month of October, 
1833 ; the bank was compelled (a draw in its issues ; couipelled 
to withhold its discounts ; its branches were compelled to do 
tbe same ; and the consequence has been, bankruptcies all over 
the country; a tremendous bursting of the bubble, a return, 
in great part already, to hard money; a sweeping away of 
banks, bankers, and clerks ; a cessation of the robbery of the 
industrious, aitd of sustaining innumerable idlers upon the fruit 
of their toil. Our intelligence comes down to the 16tb of 
February, 1834, at which time numerous deputations and dele- 
gations of merchants, of manufacturers, of master mechanics, 
had been to the president to supplicate a relaxation of his deter- 
mination and proceedings. To all he has given the uniform 
answer : that the happiness of his country, the preservation of 
its constitution and its liberties, its independence of foreign 
nations, command him to persevere ; and that to persevere hfr 
is determined, and that nothing upon earth shall make hin> 
alter that determination. 

194. In England it was said, and generally believed, from 
the month of November last until very recently (March, 1834), 
that he would he induced or compelled to yield. Knowing the 
monster with which he had to contend, I myself had fears upon 
the subject; but I had not then read that account of his life 
-which I now have read ; and an abridgment and remoulding of 
which 1 now submit to my own couotiymen. If i had read 



Uut life befere, I should have had no fear M all ; aiKliby whiAn- 
•oevertfaat life shall be read, not a shadow of doul^ canto 
entertained that the president will never cease his efforts ttlT he 
has totally suppressed that fraudulent, that robbing, that ao 
eorsed paper-nrauey, which has steeped Eng;l&nd in her preeonP 
troubles, aad her more than hatf revotntion, and which wobbt 
in a short time, in a very few years, have compelled the United 
States to resort to another revolution, or to have abandoned 
and lavetted with the earth every institution and erery l&w whicli 
have been made for the purpose of preser^n^ the independoDGCi 
uid the liberties of the country. 

PERSON AND CHARACTER OF THE PRESIDENT. 

195. W« are naturally cvrions to bnow somotbin^ abont tbe 
mere person of a man who has performedauoh'wonderfDl es- 
ploiti. Philosophers may say what they will about the man' 
consisting solely of the mind. Human nature will not have it 
■•. Itwill, in spite of philosophers, give a good deal of weight 
to the person by whom a thing- is done. Jackeos has this advan- 
ta^ also. His friend and brother senator, and neightibur, 
Mr. Eaton, tells us, that he has nothing of the robust or the 
ekgant ; that ho is six feet and ^n inch high ; that be is remark- 
ably straight and spare ; that he weighs not more than a hun- 
dred and forty-five paundn (what a poor thing compared to oinr 
Gtoi^e the Fcairthl] ; that his cofiformation appears to diequa* 
lily him for hardship ; that, however, accustomed to it from 
early life, few are capable of enduring so much fatigue, or with' 
so little injury ; that his dark-blue eyes, beneath his high and 
broad forehead, and loaded with brows somewhat' heavy, when 
excited by any cause, sparkle with peculiar lustre c^ penetra-- 
tion; that in his manners he is pleasing, while his address is 
commanding ; that in his deportment he is easy, affable and 
bmiliar; thaiduring his whole life it has been his study tD- 
faonour merit, find it in whonr he might ; that honest poverty 
has always-been respected by him, while he has turned Ms back 
on dishonest wealth ; that he was never known to discover the 
esistence of distrees without seeking to assist and to rdjeve it ; 
that no man ever saw him irritated on account of a selfish pur- 
pose ; and that no man ever saw his bosom swdl with rage or 
with anger, except against the enemies of his conntrj', openor 

IS6. The portraiti whidiis' prefixed to the head of thi»work, 
gives tisjl dare say,- a prsttyacoarftte description of tbe pen»ti' 
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of this celebrated man ; aad that the person itself mav exist 
until he has delivered his country from Che monster which has 
M i6ag been tearing it to pieces, is the present prayer of 

Wm. COBBETT. 



POSTSGRIPT. 

IS7'. I thiH^bt I had, in the dcdiestion or the preface, done' 
jmtioe'to the Iristi people, relative to the deeds of this famous man, ' 
itlio'siwaa^'from amongst them, But; haviB^ since looked into' 
ih« peera^ of Paokenham. and findia^ what ho vas; what 
honours had been heaped upon bim, who died in the midst of 
disgrace unpitr^leled : for, all the die^ace i(as his, as- all the' 
honour wouW have been his; The valour that takes a man up 
toan iantmch men t, OF makes him thft Bret to enter a breach, 
i9~of a character not'a thousandth part equal to that of a bait- ' 
dng. Mbny hundreds -of his soldiers went nearer to the mouths ' 
of the American muskets thiin he did : it ia the valour which ' 
discovers itself in cool moments and day-afler-day reS^ctions, 
ami comos, at last, to concluEions, such as are in so many, ' 
many instances, recorded of this famous American Gleneral. " 
\fy' readers have seen with wliat deji^ht I have recorded the" 
tnamphi of this man. First, forhis own sake; secondly, ba-" 
cause he is dtooended immediately from poor Irish parents; ' 
thirdly, hecnuss he was su basely and iaCamonsIy treated by 
British officers, at the early part of the American revolo- ' 
tiomry war ; but above all things, because ho sprang immedt- ' 
a»iy from poor Irish parents. The circumstances stued by me 
' rotative to this matter ai« very striking; but, until i saw ihe 
peerege of the antagonist whom ho laid sprawling upon tho 
g'Krasd; untiM saw this peerage; this bra^io^, this boastinBT ' 
peerafjie, I had not the means of making the contrast so striking 
as* it ought to have been- made. Let us take him, then, as he is 
described by the heralds of his family, copied from the peerage 
its«lf. It' is a thing for eternal laogiiter; a thing which ev^ry 
d^noerat should have about him. and when he hat read it, he 
witt'not forafet to exdaim : All this was smashed to pieces in a 
moment by ihe son of poor Irish emigrant parents, the mother 
of~w4nHn l>ad urged'this son to avenge the cause of Ireland. 

198. I will now insert from tbe' pewaga, and when I havQ 
donoth^t, 1 shall have eem« remaiiiB to add;. ^^ , ..^ 



ISfi at* or JACUOH' [Cbap./. 

199. " fntliamde PoftenAon wai reaideotat PakeDbam, eo.. 
" Suffolk, Itmp. Edward I. ; his oldest aoa. Sir Edmund Paken- 
" bant, m., tempt. Edward II., Rose, dai^hter and co-heir of 
"Robert de Valines, from whom descended Sir Hugh Paken- 
" bam, who d. temp. Henty VII., leaving issue, 1. Sir John 
" Pakenhani, whose only daughter and sole heir, Constanoe, 
" carried the estate of Lordington, co. Suasex, to her husband 
" Sir Cjeoffcy de la Pole, knight, second son of Sir Rich&rd de 
" la Pole, K.G., bj Margaret PIsntageQet, Countess of SalU- 
" bury, only daughter of Geoige, Duke of Clarence, brother to 
" Edward IV. ; 2. Niekola*. ancestor of the Boris of Lonf- 
".fard; 3. Anne, m. Sir William Sydney, knight banneret, by 
"whom she was mother of Sir Henry Sydney, K.G., lord 
"deputy of Irdand. Sir Edw«d Pakenham, knt., grandson of- 
" Nicholas, accompanied his cousin, Sir Henry S}'dney, to Ire- 
"' land, 1576, whose grandson, Henry Pakenhom, was seated at 
" Pakenham Hall, co. Westmeath, temp. Charles 11., and was 
".bther of Sir Thomas Pakenham, knt., of Pakenham Hall, 
" prime serjcant at law, 1695, whose son and heir, Edward 
" Pakenhem, of Pakenham Hidl, knight of the shire co. West-- 
" mealh, 1713, was father of 

.200. " Thomas Faket^iam, Istlord, b. May 1713, m., March . 
", 5. 1 739, Elizabeth, sole heiress of Michael Cq&, oaq., nephew 
*' and heir of Ambrose Aun^ier, last earl of Longford, and in 
" right of his wife was created, 1756, baron of Longford, and 
" bad baue by her (who was created July &, 1 785, countess of 
-.Longford), 1. Edward-Michael, 3nd lord ; '2. Robert, in the 
" army, who (j. unm., 1775; 3. William, d, young ^ 4. Thomas, 
" i. 1757, an admiral of the white, m. 178fi, Ixiuisa, daughter 
" of the right bon, John Stsfiles, and has issue six sons and fenr 
"daugfaters; 5. Elizabeth, b. 1742; 6. Frances, m. June 
"' I77ti', John Ormsby Vandeleur, esq., and d. 1779, leaving 
"issue, 7. Helena, m. June I76S, William Sherlock, of Sber- . 
"locks-town, esq., aiid d. 1774, leaving issue by him (wio 
•' d. 1788), Mary, ni. 1770, ThomasTortescue. esq., sudd.. 
" 1775, leaving issue. His lordship d. A^ 20. 1776, apd 
" was succeeded by his son, 

301. " Lrfmard-jMicftarf, Sod lord, i. April 1, 1743, ni.,Juw 
" 25, 1768, Catharine 2nd daughter of the right hon. Herculca- 
" lioogford Rowley, l^ Elizabetli, viscountess Longford, and 
" by her,' (who d. March 12, 1816) had issue, 1. Thamas. 
" present earl; - 2. Sir Hdieard JViehael,, 6. C. B., nuyor-- 
"igeHeraiia die army, and coWnel 6th W«4t India regiment, 
" who, Nov. 8, 1S13, received the tmaitmouB Jhankf^fif boti . 
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** Hotuet of ParliamaU, for the valour, steadiness, uid exertion, 
" BO flocces8fu% displayed by him, in repelling^ the repeated 
" attacks made dd the positions of (ho allied army by the whole 
" of the French force under the command of Manhal SohU, 
" between the 25th of July, and Ist of August : b. March 19. 
" 1778, killed in action near Kew Orleans, in America, Jan. 8. 
" 1615, to whose memory a mnnument ii erected in the calhe- 
"dral of St. Paul, at the public enpense ; 3. Hercules- Robert, 
" C. B., b. Sept, 29, 1781, lieut. -colonel in the army, severely 
" wounded at Badajos, 1812, m. Dec. 1817, Emily Stapleton. 
" daugliter of Thomas, Lord Le Despencer ; 4. William, b. Sept. 
" 50, 1782, c^tain R. N, who was unfortunately drowned in 
" his majesty's frigate Saldana, near Lou^h Swilly, Ireland, Dec 
"4,1811; 5. Henry, in holy orders, 6. Aug. 23. 1787; 6. 
" Elizabeth, 6. Sept. 1769, m. Henry Stewart, esq. ; 7. Mary 
" rf. 1787 ; 8, Catharine m., April 10, 1806, field-marshal Ar- 
" thur, Duke of Wellington. K. G., K. T. S., and K. F., brother 
" to Richard, Marquis of Wellesley, K. G.. K. C, and K. L S. 
" fSee Duke of fTeUinglon, in the Peerage of England, and 
" Marquit of WeUesley, in the Peerage nf Ireland) ; 9. Helen ; 
" 10. Caroline-Penelope. His lordship d. June 3, 1 792, when 

202. " Thomas succeeded to the barony, and on the death of 
" his grandmother, Jan. 1794, he succeeded to the earldom, 
" and is the present peer. 

203. " Heir-apparent — Lord Pakenham, the earl's only son. 
204."Crea((Oiw— Baron Pakenham, 1756; Eari.June 20,1785, 

205. " Motto — Gloria virtu^ vmhra — Glory is the shadow 
" of Tirtue." 

206. Hereisaprettystory: here is a rigmarole: this is the sort 
of way in which the base part of mankind are held in subjection. 
Here is as great a piece of work in recording the lineage of this 
gang of people, as if each individual of them had performed 
exploits equal to those of Jackson. Why, it must give one 
pleasure ; it must fill one with delight, to see such contemptible 
rubbish brought to the test, and to he proved to be not worth a 
Straw. We see here that our particular hero had received the 
vnanimou* thania of the Houte of Conimoni. And far irkat 
was it ? For bis valour, &c. in repelling repeated attacks made 
on the positions of the allied anny. This is a very unsatisfac- 
tory description. Here is no deed done ; no strong place cap- 
tured; no anny beaten, but mei^ly attacks repelled. Very 
donbtful words; and a pretty House of Commons it must have 
been, tohave voted Its unanimous thanks to amanupim grounds 
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10 very equivocal; aod, indeed, who doea not perceive tbat'if 
he bad been the son of a common man he would have had d9 
thanks at all ? Yes, yee : the " French force :" he could da 
very well with, the trmch force; but it waa another matter 
fthen he caine to do with an American fiirca, though it wan 
only abont a seventh part of his own. 

207. Mark, too, the curious way in which his death is men.- 
ticbed; " Killed in acti<jn,neett New Orleans, in America, JaDu>- 
aty 8th, 1815, to whose memory a roonumcDt ii erected in the 
tathedral of St. Paul,. at the public expense." Now observe, first, 
that you do not kaow whether he waa commander or not :■ 
second, whether those on his side were the victors or not^ 
third, whether it was a battle fought for the purpose of taking^, 
^e\t Orleans or for defending it, or whether it was for any 
other object : but lakiog into view the fact ' immediately follow- 
ing, that he had a monument erected immediately to his ine- 
mory in St. Paul's, at the public expense ; and is there one 
single man in this world, who, being unacquainted with the facts, 
would not believe that he bst his life in the arms of victory i& 
a battle which happened to take place near the city of New Or- 
leans, in America. Thus it is that the people of England have 
been basely betrayed and insulted and cheated. Not one man 
ih ten thousand, or in fifty thousand, knows to this day tfaat 
this Packenham was selected for this enterprise ; that the army 
and the navy were all ready, long before his arrival ; that dwy 
waited for that arrival to begin operations; that the foroe was 
io great, the supplies so large ; so superabandant in every re- 
Spect ; an outfit costing more than a million ofmoitey, and thia 
fox the double object of carryiog the city, and of pikffing Packan- 
hara intoa.lord. And what did he do when he got there P llu 
yery things that Jackson wanted him to do ; and, at last, aftM 
having given Jackson one specimen of his ability at ajMuUis^, 
he really put all to the hazard of an assault \ but, curious to re- 
late, not one hour befora Jackson was perfectly ready for him. 
Ho had intelligence constantly from the city -. he knew precisely 
the situation of Jackson ; he knew that his whole force, hu 
whole alliance was but about three thoueand men, armed with 
muskets and rifles. He was duly apprized that these men were 
stationed behind a parapet of hags of cotton and of harreb a( 
sugar and of flour, but particularly the fonner : he could see 
with his glasses the cotton'bales, as plainly as I can see tills 
paper: he ki>ew that rifles were behind them; and he had. the 
stupidity to believe chat the Yankees, would- run away at the ap- 
proach of his glittering army, and leave that army to vault over 
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the ca(t(m-1»^. Common senie dicteted to trim to erect 
batteriet, and to tear away at theparapet ; to annoy, to fatigno, 
to exhaust ; to take the chances of aucceuful lebellton againtt 
Jackson ; at any rate tbere was one thing^«iiTch woa down-right 
madness, and that was what he did. To inarch up in columoa, 
close to the cotton-bag«, carry scaling^ ladders to climb up 
vHth, and to imagine that he was in the face of those Yankees 
thoagBingtogetorerliosecotton-bags. Everymanofeommon- 
sense must have known, that certain death would come pouring- 
over those cottoH'bags. When the columns approached, all 
was still on Jackson's side of the cotton-bags : not a shot was 
fired : not the smallest demonstration of renstance shown : the ' 
columns marched up to within a few yards of the edge of theditcth 
then came the bullets : then came the buck-shot: then cams 
tKedeslmctive contents of the rifles ; and the plain was instantly 
covered with the dead; Jackson had more men than he had 
rifies and muskets. Those who had no arms loaded for thoSe 
who bad arms; so that the fire was one incessant volley ; and 
out of the four generals, the chief fell dead, and two others were 
dkogeronsly wounded. I dare say that the moment Jackson 
saw those columns marching overthe plain to come up to hts" 
parapet, that he felt as sure of the result as he did after it had 
taken place. This was a something to make the nation pay for 
a- monument tor this man, andin St. Paul's too. But it is no 
matter : if a commander belongs to any of these people, beaten 
or not beaten, so that he die, ha is sure to have a monument to 
his memory at the people's expense, in order to keep up the 
Maze of these families. It was well for this poor fellow that 
hs was killed-: if-he could have made shift to hobble off with his 
beatings, I have no question that he would havb had the thanks 
of the Hou^e of Commons, as I believe Codcbum had, for his 
work on the coast of Vii^nia. 
• 208. Burke catted- nobility " the cheap defence of nations." 
Look at our half-pay list; look at our pension-list; look at the 
retired allowance list; look at this very family of Packenham. 
We find that this man had nine brothers and sisters; one a lieu- 
tenant-colonel in the array ; one a captain in the navy ; one in 
the church : so far forthe men ; and as to the women, I could 
he bound to find them' all out if I had time ; but we know that 
one o( thent was the wife of Wellington, A pretty deariah de- 
fence of nations, [ should think, all this. But, not to waste any- 
more' words upon the subject, here we have all this swaggering 
trability; this hnatia^dowa from" fniliamde Pakenham," in 
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tbe tim? of Edvard the Fint to tlie pr^nt time ; Bud only 
tliink of their publishing their mottoes : " Gloria virtutit um- 
bra," that is to eay, " Gtarg ii the thad,tui ofvirtut" ; a saying 
whicii we ceia hardly understand the meaning of ; but the more 
senseless, the more it excites the cogitating wonderment of 
stupid und bufe people. When a public robber gets into a car- 
riage «iih Uiree or four Latin words written on it, and with the 
otW insignia which he chooses to have put, all the base part of 
the people, and that is not a small part, look upon him as somc- 
thiog or other a wonderful deal better tlian themselves. Now. 
unless this feeling be changed : unless the people be cured of 
this baseness, nothing that can be done by men, even the most 
abk and industrious aad zealous, will ever reader them better 
ofifthan they now ore. However, that which 1 have here e\iii- 
bited, will do real good ia America; it will make the people 
there resolve to guard against all the crafty and subtle approaches 
of aristocracy, which has always been begun by suffering wealth 
to be drawn into a small number of hands. Wheo once that is 
dune, then tlie titling work begins ; and then come ell the curses . 
I'lpder which we are now; labouring. I shall be told that I Itave 
always been an advocate for a government of king, lords, and 
commons, and for bishops seated amongst the lords. Now, this 
IS very true ; and ay ai^ument always has been that those things 
G(>uld not be bad in their nature, along with which co-existed 
tifch wise and just laws ; so much freedom, so much power, 
possessed by so comparatively small a country ; and such an im- 
mense mass of national resources of all sorts, together with a 
degree of reputation for integrity, frankness and all public virtue, 
never surpassed by any other nation, and, indeed, never any 
tiling like equalled. 

\ 209. Well, then, ought you not to cherish these orders now ? 
Are they not what they always were ? Have we not still dukes, 

marquises, earls, just as in the time of P. Slop : 

yee> my friend, we have dukes, marquises, esris, and so forth 
still; hut those that we have now are no more like those in 
fonner times, than a French crab is like a Newtown pippin ; or 
ti^an a Catherine peach (many degrees baser than a white tur- 
njp) is like a French ntignon or an early Montauban. A peach 
iM a peach ; and as words, mere words, are quite sufficient for 
t(^ more numerous and baspr part of mankind, to. keep the. 
i|rord is all that has been thought necessary. 

210. Well, but tu lohat do the present lords differ from the 
l.^rds of former times ? In ecerg thing; except in the shape of 
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Oeir bodies, and the niaDner or receiving; their nntrinteht, 
thong^h even in this latter I do not know that I om not admit- 
ting too much. The people of England, vhen called out iti the 
wars, and especially in defence of ttieir country, were coih- 
manded by the lords ; and observe, the lords found them their 
arms, and their clothing, and their provisions, and their money 
for the service, out of their own pockets and estates. It was 
the business of the lords, each one to protect his people from 
wrong; to see that they had fair play ; they were their ad vo^ 
catea in conrts of justice ; pleading their causes in their per- 
sons, and alieaya for nothing. There was no such thing as a 
tax for a poor or working man to pay, nor ever heard of to pay, 
of any sort or kind. The bishops and abbots were in parlia- 
ment to take care that the poor were not plundered of their 
patrimony ; and thus it uui that nobility was " tite cheap defenct 
of nations." 

21 1 , What do we behold now ? Every great family, as it is 
called, not paying for warriors to come forth to defend the 
country; but making the people pay them, men, women, and 
children, to the amount of thousands, and thousands upon thou- 
sands! In short, it is a prodigious band of spimgers, living 
upon the labour of the industrious part of the community, and 
making the people pay them, and men that they enlist; the 
object of having such men in pay and armed with bayonets, 
can be hidden from nobody in this world but an idiot: a nobi- 
lity, not paying the people to come out, and furnishing them 
with arms and ammunition, and clothing them, to defend the 
country ; but a nobility, actually living upon the sweat of the 
people, and passing laws at the same time, to transport the 
very same people, if caught in pursuit of phi'asant, partridge. 
or hare I While (ob, gracious God !) these same people, sttU 
calling themselves nobility, are breeding those wild animals for 
the purpose of feeding the wretches in London whom they sup- 
port in the demanding and the receiving of the fruit of three 
days' work instead of one ! > 

212. However, either the people of England see all this, or 
they do not : if the latter, they are too blind to have the cha- 
racter of humanity imputed to tbem ; they are absolalely brutes; 
for brutes any treatment is good enough, so that it does not 
lacerate, starve, or knock on the head. If thepenple of England 
do see it in its true light ; and yet, if they think nothing of 
these things, compared with corn-bill nonsense, or hbddbka- 
sifUN ; if this he tiielr taste ; if they throw away the substancd 
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to aonue theBiaelvtf wiA the shadow. Wd '•riH alatt Caplaiii 
SioaUoK-Ptiuwrt aad ngectaniKB that tcorni to dMeire tbeu; 
then let them auffflr; oud uy eoiuoluian is, that Itdttmti 
P^T along with them ! 



Wm. COBBETT. 
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